
AAFNFN ffights
challenge
to ANILCA

the alaska federation of natives
has announced its plan to intervene
in a case challenging federal sub
sistencesistence law

the case is mcdowell versus
united states filed in federal
district court in fairbanks june 22
and it challchallengesaiges the authority of the
USU S Congcongressiress to assume manage-
ment of fish andaw wildlife resources
on public lands in alaska

it also questions the constitu-
tionalitytiona lity of the authority of con-
gress to provide a priority for sub-
sistencesi uses by rural residents
claiming that it unlawfully
discriminates among classes of
citizens

thisoothisorthis lawsuit is botitnotitnot at all lenexlunexunex-
pected said julie kikakakhka presipresidentdeni
of AFN the plaintiffs ioin
mcdowelsmcdoweliMcDomcdowellweli have warned us aqall along
that they intended to challenge the
federal act in court As a result
wevev v beebeen preparedred to protect ourout
iinterestsatereatssts 12and omuourr rightstights as native
people v

thiserms issue is cncritically ittimportanttant
not only to alaska natives but to
all ruraltural residentsresideetsresidevitsresideetsdevits wwhoI1 rely on sub
sisteacesismicesisteace harvestsharvest tr feedfied

11 heirtheir
families

while to some deoppeoppeoplee it may
I1 0only be an obscure discussion of
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