Mammoth tusks spark bitter debate
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YAKUTST, USSR — The govern
ment of the Yakut  Autonomous
Republic has responded 1o publiv pro-
lests being riised, especinlly by in-
digenouas Northerners by Torbidding ull
orgamEabions and yndividouls o pro
sprect for wmd colledt mammoth usks

IIIII;JHI.‘. treasures preserved (n the
l:l:lmu_lml which are, unfortunately,

CCOMINE STArce

Thanks 1o the severe climate of thix
prant of the coantry , the bodies of muai:
muthis, wonly rhinoceroses amd bisins,
have remaned imtact in the permtros
e hundreds of thousands of years

Found there  periodhically,  they
becume o world sensation. Yer, such
findy are becoming rare. Even dis
_'|'l.lll'|1.l.‘l‘| bones are now hard 0 come
by

Fossil mummoth tusks — un ex
vellent carving material used by locul
craftsmen from ume immemornal, wre
stlll sometimes found an the remite
arens of the Yokt tundea and on the
Archic islands

Original figurnines made of mam-
mith bones are the pride of the
world's largest museums. Bur any
lurge scguisitions are unlikely in the
future. The prices are skyrocketing:
ubout 2.2 pounds of guality mammoth
tisks costs 57,000 o0 S8.000 LS

dollars in the workd market

Lately the Severokvarssumionsvery
ceptral  assoviation  of the  Sovie
Mimstry of Geotogy has monopoleed
mammoth  bone  production 1o the
Yakut Reglon

Over the past 10 years they have
taken some 50 wons of the valusble rw
materinl from northern Yakutm, ex-
poring 98 percemt of it The republic
got no profit, althowgh under the con-
tract it wis to keep 50 percent of the
vacavaied tusks

The lowul population wis outraged
by the barburous tremment of the
frugile northern environment. Helivy
duty excavators and water cannons
spoiled  deer  pastures,  destroyed
ungue  landscapes and did serouy
damuage o the white fox population -
the muen fur trade w the Far Nonh,

Asa result, the average snmual pro
ducnon of E-r.‘!lh in the region dropped
From wp o 25 OO0 to about E4,000 and
s sl Falling . According to scientists,
it will take from 20 10 200 years o
restore the dumaged vegetanon in the
tunlra

In late February the State Court of
Atrbitration of the Russian Federation
defended the cluim of the Ust-Yansky
state farm for the damage of 137 hec-
tares of deer pastures, Iminﬁ the
"Irf\"l!l'l‘lk'h’lﬂ\'iﬂlfhll‘ﬂ"l.‘l}' ASSOC T
621 800 rubles
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Thanks to the severe climate of this
part of the country, the bodies of mam-
moths, wooly rhinoceroses and bisons,
have remained intact in the permafrost
for hundreds of thousands of years.

Ancther clom for about the same
s is being prepured o pay Tor
damages 10 the hunting groumds

Yokotia has nullified its contract
with the assocutwon, making the Sever
agro-industrual complex the only of-
ficial excavator of mammoth tsks

Under un ngreement with the district
Soviet of People's Deputies, o will
collect the valuable raw  matenal

withoul wsing the moachimery  thi
damages norrhern nagare

The tusks will be received,
registered and worked by the Sardana
craft and souvemr factory i Y akutin
and by Yakut workshops. Under the
government resolution, beganning with
this year the prives on items made of
mammuth tusks will be determined by
the emerprises which make them



