Native subsistence unity is essential
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A short wintle ago iy of us Came
together ml the Subsistence Summit in
Anchorage and developed o statewide
Mative position regarding the strategy
wi want Nutive organirations to take
m order W preserve amd enhance
castomary and traditional hunting dod
Nshing

About 700 people. mostly from the
villages sttended the summit. We
unatimounsly  opreed on  three
resolutions

AFN, 1o their eredil, sponsoired the
sttmmit, but dwd nod domanate i In
Fact, village people, many represent
e thesr tribad governments, were the
prime movers an the final decision
miaking process, thowgh the nonprotins
anid i key Dgures Tnom the Tor
profis got thedr 2 cents .

ALEUT
OPINION

AFN had, 1 think, agreed 1o abide
Py the decisions masde of the summn
The suwmomnl allowed AFN 0 back
away trom the position they ook in
support of the governor's proposed
conshitdtonal amendiment reganding
subsasience

AN revewved sexere ootvism Trom
iy segiments ol the MNabive com
ity dor supporting the governor s
positaot oF bor that gutter kg dny
position. without Tiest obtaiming Che
permusswon of those most affecied
Matve people,  particulaely Muative
villagers

| am pow starung (o pot the lealing
thot AFN or some of AFN's people
are once agan supporting the gover
mor's proposed constitutional amend-
ment which would put us back 1w the
status guo before the Alaska Supreme
Court threw oul the mural priority

| hope my teeling iy unjustified. For
AFN, or any Native organization, o
move away from s commitment (o
follow the mandate of the subwisience
st wonlld resalt in the inanimous
decisions made ot the suwmmit 1o fall
apar

The consequences o this collapse
woundkd pot us back st sguare one on the
hunting mod Hishing issue and would
erode the new spirit of trust and unity
among individual Nauves and our
organizations  which  the  summi
reinforced

This would be Ll'ulgw and winld
cause the opemng ol ofd and new
wotids which are just beginning 10
bl

I i amportant o note that every
Molve orgamzation, including  the
Alnsks Novve Coalition (based on o
ststewacke villuge survey |, all regonal
vonferences, the Rural Alaska Com
mety Action Progeam and the Rural
Adiska Resource  Association have
camme oul i favor of enher a Native
preference or o Native and ol
preference

The three proposals decided upon at
the sumutie can be summurcized oy
[ finiies

Shuppont an amendment o the
Aluska Constitution whieh pemuts the
state to comply with federal law. Thas
wittlld allow the state W comply with
current as well as possible future suby.
sislence provisions of the Alaskn Na-
tlomad  Interest Lamds  Conservation

This would effectively end the battle
over which villages and which Natives get
a subsistence priority and which don't,
essentially allowing all of us to participate
in the preservation of our cultures. . .

Acl.

*Lobby Congress for a Native sub-
mutence  prelerence fand a maral
preference). This would effectively
end the hattle over which villages und
which Natives gel a subsistence prior-
ty and which don't, essentially allow-
g all of us to participale in the preser:
vatton of our cultures and leaving the
fight over what 15 and what 15 not
“rural ™ W pon-Natives

oVigotously promote the contracl
g uf Bish and game munugement (o
Nattve organeations,  particularly
tnbes under 638 contracting  pro-
cedures and oppose any attempls (o
award contracts to the state of Alaska.

o|f the state hax oot provided for
Mative people to exervise our inherem
subststence nighls, our orgamzations

are o immedintely withdraw support
[or any state constiivtional amendmeni
or any other state control over any and
ull lands in Aluska and immediately
lobby Congress for the Native
preference and a federal pre-emption
over state lands,

This 18, 10 essence, the mandate
which we all agreed 1o follow. [t's
whill everyome wanted, hut provides
i stralegy o eventuslly obdasn our sub
sistence rights in the eyes of LS, law

urge AFN and all Nanve organiens
ficns to sty the course and not go back
un their word o our respective

oples. And the organizations should
now that many of us will be watching
them and reporting their uctions even
more than their words, up tw this
maoath and bevond.




