What others say

Shareholders complain about meeting in Seattle

Dear Editor:

The Bristol Bay Nutive Corp. Board
of Directors has announced that the an-
nual shareholders i to be held
in Seattle, Wash. Bristol Bay Hnliu:
Corp. has successfully kcrl
shareholders from being involved in
the corporation for 16 years, but this
move to Seattle is imesponsible.

When questioned about their logic,
their office stated that they wanted 1o
hold a meeting for their Lower 48
ﬁh:rdmll.hm to address the upcom-

1991 issues,
is logic does not hold becavse:
*The majority of shareholders are

m the stite of Alasks who will be most
affected by 1991. We need every op-
portunity (o have regional dialogue
with the . which is the basis
for the annual stockholders mee{ings.

*Why are we spending our meeting
dollars out of state ut a time when

Alaska’s economy is most in nead of

our convention business’
*ls it not financially 1 ible o
justify covering the expenses for 12

members, four corpomation of-

ficers, plus a recording secretary, etc.,
in addition 1o the vosts, for

a single ngenda item — the board
viting themselves back on the board?
*The proxy solicitution lewer from

Complaint from Petersburg

To the Sealasks Board of Directors:
I know you are aware of the unres)

in  Petersburg  amongst  the
shareholders. For the past few years
you sent a lew members o

unswer our guestions. The answers ane
the same. Personally, | think we are
runaing out of ions. | feel these
nnnal visits o pacify’” us have wom
thin.

Is Indian seli-determination for a
select few? You have not heard us
ull. You have, in fact, robbed us and
our children of any unity 1o be
what Public Law 638 offers the
Native. Self-determination tells me we

have the riunity to do  for
-}umlvm- t no one need take
care”” of us nn:.r longer.

the opportunities we
mm% have begn put inlo one

Had anyone had the concern for all
Native people, he/she could look at us
S 0 € in a particular community
with children 1o *'push’” out into the
world with the same problems remain-
ing. Unless this generation can begin
to make some progress in their par-
ticular environment the problems re-
main the same.

The answer of Chatham Struits can-
nery has been used to guiet us, but the
cannery work has always been
available to the Native in Petersburg.
In fiact, that is the first place the Native
is sent from the Job ice,

We are watched as a people as much
s anywhere else. Only here we don’t

I suggest you could
do a study of the Native

people in Petersbu
amﬁorha ﬂccorgng
to our needs. . .

———

count, We are colorless, landless and
MNative, We are not even a “threat.”’

The Mative people are a maost in-
leresting people. We have always had
A - Without that purpose, we
ur!::ﬂ-II m le. Merely mm n
white man's clothing. We want to be
n part of that government within a
government,

Every campaign speech we hiave
ever heard tells us you are i thit posi-
tion for the people. To represemt us,
To speak for us. You pat us on the
head once more mnd we will not know
you nny longer.

Indian self-determination as | see 1
15 allowing us to be a part of the world.
Recognized as a People, making

for ourselves and our children.

o longer second-cluss le. Up on
par with the other nationalities wnd
nllowed to use our (alents and abilities
without discrimination.

I su you could do a siudy of the
MNative in Petersburg and offer
help to our needs in our par-
ticulur environment.

Sincerely,
Caroline Wooton
Petersburg

the Bristol ' Bay Corporation stutes:
“Management does not ntly
know of any matters which will be
presented for action at the snnual
meeting other than the election of
directors. However, if any other mat-
ters y come before the meeting,
the rs of proxies solicited by the
bonrd of BBNC will have discre-
tionary authority to vole the shares
represented thereby in m:-:mdiru:l:
with their best I:“j ment."" s this
meeting being away from the
scruting of the mlnm of the
shareholders because there 15 a hidden
:'mi:, gsince they will have the viting

We are the shareholders who have

sat silent-for oo long in hopes that the
corporation’s philosophy would im-
prove toward their regional respon
sibilty. Obviously, this is not going to
happen unless more individual
shareholders s out against these
msulting practices.

If you as a Bristol Bay Native Corp.
stockholder have similar concemns, get
actively involved in advocating
change. Cun you trust this boand of
directors with your proxy?

Sicerely,
Kay Lynn Thomas
Starletle Putterson
Fairbanks

His s
il and on

We're tired of hearing, °

ﬁ.nll mﬁﬁn

ODE TO IVAN

Ivan P. Gamble wis the name of the man who came
from Admiralty Island to save our Land.

The “*Pimie”” some called him on the basketball Aoor dribble
the ball, mke nim, swoosh, another score for the team he
loved so dearly from ANB or ANS, Angoon

His mother Matilda once said:
son, don’t wear so many hats,
development was encroaching, slowly to bring ruin,
to his beloved home, Angoon,
hes, his plans reflected development is ok,

if, the elders agree, otherwise, *"You must take
heed, Listen to ME! The housin Vﬁ i5 inadequate, fix il you must o
C

“*1've wld him, slow down
" but he had a purpose,

will, someday, just trust,

His work for better housing will go oo, we will pick
up this ball, Ivan, put it where it belongs,

Al the AFN Convention when we had 10 assemble, village
or regional — we sided with Ivan,
a matter of our hearts and heads, our choice

We knew Ivan would bring order to the floor, let everyone speak,
something o say, important or not, he'd let everyone play the
game of hfe, ssues that needed 1o be addressed, even m the
small caucuses when we were recessed.

He'd listen miently, form his own opinion,
That was his nature, soft spoken, gentle

Thank you, Goo-Nax-Csheech, for the work you've done,
we'll take this ball, lvan, and we too shall run, suve the
land for all, Land of the Midnight Sun.

Subsistence was the lifestyle of this young man, ¢
wood, catching fish, providing for his family ax his
forefathers had done, since time began.

Angoon was his home, the place he choose to live,
“Paradise on Earth™" he called it, and he fought for its worth,

We'll tnke this ball, Ivan, keep it beautiful, for it is your
place, which is only suitable for a man of many

isten to elders, o youth, to all, let them speak

lhmr mlruh Be not afraid, lvan, We'll carry the ball,

“The Village Voice, "

ﬁemly. speaking for all
vmor, standing tall

Linda DeWin-Kawagley

Fasting offers renewal

Dear Editor:

Humble yoursell, to make yoursell
sensitive to our Creator, the Greal
Spirit. When you fast, you realize the
weakness of your , the earthly
pleasures each of us seek. . In the foodds
mu.l.l‘nwm.ldiwuuluﬂwh:me
cal. In tobacco, d wnd alcohol we
pollute our bodies with. These are the
th:ir@w: put into are bodies, But how

the physical body itself?

Hrumflllym l':hl:lﬂl II:::GI the
hu pangs, and that's w our

will show up. iuul
ci and tobacco chew-
lm lﬂlm. too, then you will
start 1o feel , tired.  Know
this! You are fasting for yourself and
nobody else, hmn-lﬁ I Llhtm

truth spoken in easy, understandable
terms, we know it to be the truth. If
we use hard 1o undemstand words or
iry to complicate the truth, what are
we doing? Trying to hide the truth]
Why? Selfishness, greed or power.
Why not Jearn to share some of these
glimpees of truth, and in sharing, you
Erow.

Know that you are swakening,
renewing, strengithening and develop-
ing your spirituality in the way our
Creator wanis us (o,

And 10 the degree that we we inhibit
our abilities, frustrate our God-given
tnlents, and allow ourselves to suffer
anxiety, fear, self-condemnation und
self-hate, we liwully choke off the life
force nvailable 1o us and m our back
upon the gift which our Creator has
made. Tur the that we ﬁm_r the

&ﬂhﬂu :utnu!!y and mmﬂy
:iully.

In spirit,
Walter Tommy
N paitowaks




