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A bfllbill that would recognize regional ,. non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-- NativeNatfye associ-

ations
associassodassoci-¬.-

ations as tribal organizations and prevent villageYiDage groups from con ¬.,

tractingtrading with the federal government to take over federal programsprogrunsprograms-

was
progruns'-

Was'was'Was not wellweD received in a hearinghearinglast. lastbst week in Fairbanks .
The bill (SS.DSDS.BSB.J. . 2046)2046) , introduced by Senator Mike Gravel ,. isis-

designed
is-

designeddesigned to recognize the right of the non-profitnonprofitnon.profitnonprofit-. associations to con-

tract
concon-¬.-

tract to dedeliverver federal programs in their regions . The assocbuons-
have

associationsassocbuonsassociations-

havehave had to fight harder for federalfederaJ dollars because they are nOI-

listed
notnOInot-

listedlisted as ""tribaltribal org.anorgan.organizationsutlons " which have contracting priority underunder-

the
under-

thethe Indian SelfSelf-DeterminationSelfDeterminationSelf.DeterminationSelfDetermination-.Determination and EducationEducauon Assistance Act of
1975 .

Representatives of the AssociationAssocl.uonAssocluon. of Interior .E.skEskEskimosEskirnoim and thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages of Arctic Village and Venetie blasted the bill and cnticued-
the

cnucaud-
the

criticizedcnucaudcnticued
the performance of the Tanana ChiefsChids Conference in10 delivering (Sf-
1ces

serSfser-

ekes\vices\1ces1cesekes . They told representatives of the Senate Select Committee onon-

Indian
on-

IndianIndian AffairsAffainAffirs that the ability of other organizationsorpntnuons to contractcontract-
should

contract-
shouldshould be preserved .

Although the non-profitnonprofitnon.profitnonprofit-. associationsassoctaUonsassoctations played a key role in draftdraft-
ing

draft-
inging the bill , they are not entirelyenUrely happy with it either In an antef-

view
interantefinter-

viewview last week ., Clifford Black , president of AFN/HRCAFNHRCAFNlIIRrAFN'IIRCAFNIIRC/' .
. IncInr !thethrthr-

statewide
hehe-

shtewidestatewideshtewide group made up of the 12 non-profitnonprofitnon.profitnonprofit-. regionalreglunalreglunalaSSUregionalasasaSSUassociationo ..L.1tl.llhL1tl.llhL1tlllh.uti4.L.1tl.ll-
hsaid

. art ,

said it was never the intention of the non-profitsnonprofitsnon-profttsprofttsnonprofits-- to exclude the vil-

lages
tilwvil-vil.¬-

lages from contracting on theirthetr own Helie saidsud: the associationsaSSCX'1aUonsaSSCX1aUons' werewere-

seeking
were-

seekingseeking tribal recognition in order to avoid havingh3vtng to obtainIIbt3l reSdu-

tions
resolureSduresuluresulu-

lions
{

tionslions from every villageriJlage in their region statingstaungstatingvillagevillage supportsuppurt ffllf-
contracting

furfllf. ''rr'r-
contractingcontracting ,. a very costlycostJy proprocessprocess-

"In
proces-

sin
essess-

Mln""InInMln my mind ,. what we have to do is get the regions recogm/edrecogmedrecognlLcdrecognisedrecognlLcd-
as

recognised-
as

/
as tribes so that the village rightnght to contract is protected , but wewe-

don't
we-

don'tdon'tdont' have to spend thousands of dollars getting villagetillage approvalapprovaJapprovaJonapprovalononon-

a
on-

aa constantconstant basis ,." Black said .

Michael Cox ,. minority counsel for the Senate committee , In-

response
intoto-

responseresponse to a question from one ofor the speakers at the FairbanksFairbanks-
hearing

Fairbanks-
hearinghearing ,. said that the billbilJ would have the effect 01of preventingprevenung othef-
organwuons

otherothefother-

organizationsorganizationsorganwuons besidesbestdes the regional associations (fromrom contractingontracungcontracting-
Fred

contracting-
Fred

ontracung-
FredFred BakerBake. , executive vice-presidentvicepresident-- of the Tanana (Chiefs''httshtts( ConfonCon-

Continu.d
fon-

Continued(ContinuedContinu.dContinud. on ppDme. cSI.
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v,..PlIS 111)11)-

Terence

) ,.
.'

.

II-

Contimwd
I

,
.\ .

' , .

' .
,

v.v-

ferencc

J

'
ferenceferenccTerence , outifuedoutlinedoutlined the advantages of havinghaYingha'vingqhavingqha'vingqregional

,' regionalregtonJ associationsSSOclations dede-

liver

de-

liver

de-de¬-

liver $socialodal servicesservices ,:' including more :;Efficientefficientefficientadministrationa'dmliadmli'administrationstration , lower-

administrative

lower-

administrative

lower

administrative costscost's' andand'aanda'
'-

a
a

a stronger voice in
"°adroadvocatingadyocatingating human needsee .,

He saidsaiditsaid.itsaidit,.it'' is unlikelyunliJcely that the
.
federal government would be willing-

to

wUIing-

to

willingwUIing

to appropriateappropriat ththe .funding.funding required to contract withWitha, a large nnumbernumber-

of
berber-

ofof village groupsgroups ,. ".
I-

'When

JIJ-

Whe

J-

When'WheWhen'Whenl Coxtox 'askedd Baker if TananaTanan ClChiefChiefsefsJ would support the idealdeaidea-

of

ldea-

of
'

Determination
' Act to Include the non-profitsnonprofits-- ,of amamendingamending'theamendingthendlng'thendlngthethe SelfSelf-DeterminationSelfDeterminationSelf.DeterminationSelfDetermination-.

rather,, than passing S.BSB. . 2046 and excluding the villages ,
.
BakerBake rere-

sponded

re-

spondedi

re-re-.
spspondedisponded<;mded .; """II1 think thatUiat would be a real viableviab1e alternativealtemativealter.natitealternatite. ,;:."*'

In southeasternsoutheaster .,.AlaskaAlaska , Edward , Thomas ,, president of the-

Southeast

the-

Southeast

the

Southeast AlaskaAlaskaIRA-,-IRAIRA Councils , criticizedcritidiedthe'
, the Senate ' billbfll.andbflland.

anaand"theandthe" the '

dominance. of the' 'regionaliegionalgional associationsassociations In federalfedew contracting :

""TheThe IRA councils ofofSout, Southeast!east Alaska..AIaska'fee.AIaskafeeAIaskafeeAlaska"feelAlaskafeel'" feel strongly that propro-pro-

grams

pro-

grams
--¬

gramsgramsadministeredadministered pn9nqn behalf of communities bby the regionalregional-

agencies

regional-

agendesagendesagencies should be done only afteraner ratification by those communitiescommunities-
through

communities-
throughthrough ''thethetheuse, use of consenting resolutionsresolutionI . , Too often when a non-

consenthig
non-

consenting
non-

consenting
non-non-

consentingconsenthig resolutionresolutionsystemsystem is used , the resolutionsresolutioO$ ateareare sent to sup-

porters
supsup-sup-

porten
-¬-

portersporten of regional management who seldom , if ever ,
'''participateparticipate inin-

the
in-

thethe local affairsafTain , and ,. therefore ,. the resolutions never get to the peo-

ple
peopeo-peo-

ple
-¬-

ple for approval or disapproval . One reasonrason regional agencies givegive-

for
give-

or(foror not wanting to use consenting resolutionsresolutioQ$ is because it wouldwould-

cost
would-

costcost too much to go to each community to get ththe resresolutions-
signed

resolutionslutionslutions-

signedsigned ._ I ask this : How do the regional agencies get the services toto-

the

to-

thethe people if they do not communicate regularly with the commun-

ities

commun-

ities
communcommun-¬-

ities? It is true that communications are difficult in rural Alaska ,

and this is the main reason why programs should stem from com-

munity
comcom-¬.-

munity needs and not from the regional power structures .

""ItIt is also true that a regionalregionalagencyagency could better deal withwith-

some

with-

somesome of the needs of the people ; however ,. any regional governmentgovernment-

must
government-

mustmust be built from the local government up , and not the reverse .,"


