better prospects” on the De-
partment of Interior’s ambi-
tious five-year offshore leasing

program.

“I've weighed that evidence
against the need to prepare
our fellow Alaskans in Norton
Sound for oil ment and
I've concluded we need more
time.™

The decision was Sheffield's
first major test in balancing'

the concerns of rural Alaskans

who voted for him overwhelm.

ingly — bul tend to oppose
oil development — and his
promises to spur Alaska's
economy. :

He said the decision should

not interpreted as a long-term
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Residents of the Norton that if oil ‘

Sound area on the western : -llﬂ-l?: !untn il g
coast requested a five m ~ hav :
delay of the 2.4 mmﬁ  of spills a0d  must think sbout job training
sale, tentatively scheduled for ocal jobs ad  programs for . area residents
next March. But Sheffield said : instead of importing outside
that would be too long. Stevens %aid  workers to do their drilling.
that should have been done
Enr: this 1!1“ gas lease

as not | completed,”
Sheffield said. “The

the federal Minerals Manage-
ment Service which is respon-
sible for the lease sales, as the
state Commissioner of Na-
tural Resources.




