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the four day conference docu-
mented customs and traditionstradltlbh of

tlingit tribes and clans by bring-
ing together clan representatives
from the region and closely asso-
ciated bribes of the northwest
scholars generally agree there arevim
18istlingittribcstlingit tribes and some 706170clans7061ans70clansans
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rather than ananyy of the other nu-
merous native organizations be-
cause the clan structure is the
basis of traditional tlingit soci-
ety hope saiksai clan relation-
ships arcam still observed by con-
temporaryteaptetppampjm natives and play an
mffft wirotwirxt m w wi i
important torplcfiC tnin evctythmgcverydilfig fromtrom
potlatchespotlatchcs idto names and social
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native alaskansalaskasAlaskans debarking the ferry at the clans onset were met with songs and dances by local Vintlingitsvingitsgits
photo by lani hotch
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kwakultlkwakuld unbittllngltungit and nishganishca of
british columbia the Tuttutchtonetutclionctutchonechone
of theyukon and the timpshiantqimpshianTimpshian
of Metmctlakotlametlakadalakada and the alaska
1haidalaida

clan leaders were invited to
present in depth genealogical
records and to confirm update or
correct the existing documenta-
tion of tlingit social organization
scholars made formal presenta-
tions on subjects including tlingit
genealogies toponymstoponymy linguistic
challenges documentation of tra-
ditions and clan ownership rights

the motivation for the confer-
enceence grew out of the realization
thatmanythngitsdontknowtliatmanytingitsdontknowdicir their

hishistoryhistofytofy said klukwan village

the clan
structure is the

basis of
traditional tlingit

society
andy hope

president joe hotch said gerry
hope of ketchikan our tradi-

tions anam slipping away
more than 350 participants reg-

istered fro the conference


