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1

sen ted stevens R alaska said
I1
last wweekeek he would hotn0t support oil
exexplorationPloration and development in the
Bbristolnsto bay region until new
peameasuressures arcare put into place to pro-
tect alaskasalanskas environment from oil
spills

speaking to alaska reportersers in
a teleconferteleteleconferenceconferencaencb from his
washington DC office stevens
discussed a legislative ppackage

i
he

introduced thatmouldthat wouldmould fund oilou spill
research and restoration programs
requiretherequire the coast guard to take
over the response to a major spill
using industry fundsfluids and iimposeetanew restrictions on tankerst3operating in prince william soundsouhdsouad

also imongamong chichangesinges stevens is
iseekingisseeking is an amendmentanamendmentunamendment to the
stafford act to include oil spills
under the definition of a major
disaster this would make disaster
relief funds emergency assistance
and other federal aid readily
available to areas hit by a spill

the bills introduced by stevens

would establish a 500 million fund
to restore and enhance areas af-
fected by oil spills the fund which
would be financed by a I11 percent
barrel tax on refined domestic and
imported oil would be ad-
ministered by the head of the en-
vironmentalvironmental protection agency

the fund would be financed byy
the trans alaska pipeline service
liability fund at a rate of 5 million
a year in 1989 and 2 million an-
nually in subsequent years

when asked whether he could
support bristol bay exploration andat
development without the passage of
the new protections stevens said he
and sen frank murkowski R
alaska support holding off on
bristol bay until more assurances
are inin place

stevens said he would not
necessarily insist on every word of
the new package before moving
ahead with bristol bay but that fur-
ther protections are needed


