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::entanglement on St . George
by Todd LestenkofLestenkolLestenkof-

Did

,
'

Did you know that one of thethe-

reasons
the-

reasonsreasons thethoUnitedUnited States govern-

ment
govern-

ment
governgovern-¬-

ment bought AlaskaAlask was becabecausebecause-

of
sese-

ofof the Northern Fur Seals that inin-

habit
in-

habit
in-in¬-

habit the Pribilof Islands ? Har-

vesting
Har-

vesting
HarHar-¬-

vesting fur seal pelts was a boom-

ing
boom-

ing
boomboom-¬-

ing commercial industry until
1984 . Since the U.SUS. . governmentgovernment-

began
government-

beganbegan commerciallyc01nmercially harvestingharvesting-

furfur seals , they have kept recordsrecords-

of
records-

ofof their population . The St .

George Island fur seal population

has been declining for about 2020-

years
20-

yearsyears now. The National MarineMarine-

Fisheries
Marine-

FisheriesFisheries ServiceSeivic (NMFS ) hasliashas-

been
lias-

beenbeen trying to determdeterminene thethe-

causes
the-

causescauses of the present dedeclineline .

One theory suggests that thethe-

seals

the-

sealsseals are effected by the flotsam-

jetsam
flotsam-

jetsam
flotsam-

jetsam
flotsam-flotsam-

jetsam factor. The large commer-

cial
commer-

cial
commercommer- ¬-

cial fishing fleet that annuallyannually-
works

annually-
worksworks the Bering Sea extrudes co-

pious
co-

pious
co-coco'-

pious
--

'pious'pious amounts of debris . The dede-

bris

de-

bris
de-de¬-

bris that harmshanns the seals are disdis-

carded

dis-

carded
dis-dis¬-

carded packing bands , ropes , plas-

tic
plas-

tic
plasplas-¬-

tic trash , and pieces of fishing nets .

\.

"""ThereThere"TheseThese are 36 seals thatfuat werewere-

found
were-

found
.

found entangled out of approxi-

'm
approxi-

.mately
approxiapproxi-¬-

'.'mmmately.matelytely 15,00015000, counted on St .

George Island during July of
1995 ," said Mike Williams .

""TheThe preliminary entangle-
ment

entangle-
ment

entangleentangle-¬-

ment rate for St . George waswas-
slightly

was-
slightlyslightly higher than the rate on StSt..

Paul Island during that samesame-
month

same-
monthmonth ," he added .fThisf<

This year was the first year thatthat-

NMFS

that-

NMFSNMFS completed an accurate eses-

timate

es-

timate
es-es¬-

timate of the seals entangled in seaselJsea-

trash
selJ-

trashtrash on St.. George . I witnessedwitnessed-
some

witnessed-
somesome pretty gruesome cases of enen-

tangled

en-

tangled
en-en¬-

tangled fur seals when I worked forfor-

NMFS

for-

NMFSNMFS this past summer. WhenWhen-

counting

When-

countingcounting the number of bachelorbachelor-
seals

bachelor-
sealsseals in a rookery , they are herdedherded-
in

herded-
inin a large group and released toto-

ward

to-

ward
to-to¬-

ward the sea.. This is done to get aa-

good
a-

goodgood view , and an accurate count ,

as the animals pass by .

This summer , as I was observ-

ing

observ-

ing

observobserv-¬-

ing the seals filing by in a line , II-

Mtnessed

I-

witnessedwitnessedMtnessed thethebrutalbrutal legacy of man'smansman's-

blatant

man's-

blatant

'
blatant disregard for the environ-

ment
environ-

ment
environenviron- ¬-

ment.. When we spotted an animalanimal-

that

animal-

thatthat was entrapped in debris , our jobjob-

was

job-

waswas to capture that animal and freefree-

it

free-

itit from death'sdeaths' noose . To do this wewe-

had
we-

hadhad to run along-sidealongsidealong-sidethealongsidethe- the animal andand-

lasso,. lasso it rodeo style with a noose polepole-

that
pole-

thatthat was 8 to 10 feet long . AfterAfter-

noosing

After-

noosingnoosing itit,, we would put the seal

"
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on a restraining-boardrestrainingboardresttaining-boardresttaining- that held itit-

down

it-

downdown for the procedure of cuttingcutting-
the

cutting-
thethe packing band or other debris off.

Finally , we would shave a spot ofof-

fur

of-

furfurfurnearnear the shoulder area to iden-

tify

iden-

tify
ideniden-¬-

tify the animal in future encounters .

Some of the seals became enen-

trapped
en-

trapped
en-en¬-

trappedtrappedwhenwhen they were vveryyy-

young
y-

youngyoung and grew UurMbbelulrurMbbelulre0o be ful
.

ee-

animals
e-

animalsanimals . SadSadryTwith, with the debrisdebris-

wrapped
debris-

wrappedwrapped . around their throats ,

these victims actually survive longlong-

enough

long-

enoughenough to become adults , helplesshelpless-
toto untangle themselves and suffersuffer-¬-

ing all theirtheit naturalnaturalllivesves .

'""WhenWhen'When' NMFS can determinedetermine-

the
determine-

thethe causes of the declining sealseal-

population

seal-

populationpopulation on StSt.. George Island ,

the situation may be reversed ,"
concluded Williams . ""IfIf"Ifeveryoneeveryoneeveryone-

can
everyone

can help to decrease marine debrisdebris-
right

debris-
rightright now , it will help decrease furfur-

seal
fur-

sealseal entanglement in the future ."

Editor'sEditors' Note :; Todd .Lestenkofl.estenkofl.estenkof-
is

Lestenkof-
isis a student on St . George Island .

He attended the Indigenous Broad-

cast
Broad-

cast
BroadBroad- ¬-

cast Center'sCenters' Alaska Native YouthYout-
hMedia

Yout-
hMediaMedia Institute last summer..


