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UncleUncle Nayukuk was actuallyactually-
chuckling

actually-
chucklingchuckling . ItItVaswas\VasVasvyas\ homelyhmely() thethe-

way
the-

wayway he was doingdoilg{ it because hehe-

tried
he-

triedtried to muffle jit
' t and it causedcaused-

his
caused-

his muffleJtJthis chuckles to comedomeorne out in ragrag-rag-
ged

¬.-
ged grunts . It was unbelievableunbelievable-
because

unbelievable-
becausebecause , up to .thaNmomentthaNmoment.that\1noment.that1noment.thatthat1noment._.that.4nthat4n\. oment , allalatlatl-

this
!

this silent man occasionallycjccal'ionallycjccalionallyqcc ' ona1Ly diddid-

was
did-

waswas smile a little .

I had been the recipient ofof-

these
of-

thesethese infrequent SmilesSmiles becausebecause-
II always tried ttftot " be helpful toto-
him

to-
himhim . I had comcorm? to think ofof-

them
of-

themthem asas somethingsomethh'lgsomethhlg' special bebe-bebe-

cause
¬'-

causehappyInsidethey made bemeine feelfee I happy
inside . i\i-

When

'
<

When Uncle NayukukNaj'ukukNajukuk' hunted ,
which he did muchmuth less oftenoften-
than

often-
thanthan other men in the village bebe-bebe-

cause
¬.-

cause he was kind of la/ylaylazy/ , II-

would
I-

wouldwould meet himrum and helped himhim-

drag
him-

dragdrag seals home , and occasionoeeasion-oeeasionooeeasion-
ally

Casion ¬.-
ally some polar bearsbe"rsbers" . He was aa-

fine
a-

finefine hunterhunt'rhuntr(' when he did hunthunt-
but

hunt-
butfallingbackbut he had the habithalithalitof? of falling
back into laziness aridaaddd only wentwent-
huntirtg

went-
huntinghuntinghuntirtg again after Aunt Mum-MumMum-
angeena

Mum-
angeena

Mum-
angeena

--

angeena nagged hirnhihinn unmerciunmerci-unmerci-
fully

unmerci-
fully

¬-

fully .

Silent ManMan-

When

Man-

WhenhelphimWhen I met my uncle to help
.himhim., drag his catphcatchcat h home , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould smile . I would ask him allall-

kinds
all-

kindskinds of questions , and his an.¬.

swers were simply , "EeEe" " ("YesYes" ")
and "NahkaNahka" " ("NoNo" "))..

Uncle Nayukuk was not 'aa'a-

man
'a-

man

'

man to elaborate . He onlyomy diddid-

so
did-

soso on extraordinary occasions ,

such as the time he was chargedcharged-
by

charged-
byby perhaps the largest polar bearbear-
ever

bear-
everever taken and which he managedmanaged-
toto kill after courageously lunginglunging-
toward

lunging-
towardtoward the massive animalan.imal. aimaim-aim-

ing
aim-

ing

¬-

ing for the space between thethe-

huge

'

huge legs . The((The story of this inciincj-incjinci-incj-

dent
inci-

dent
¬-

dent can be found in the May
20, 1963 issue of the TundfaTundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes . )

Hilarous MomentMoment-
AndAnd now , Uncle NayukukNayu k waswas-

actually
was-

actuallyactually chuckling ! He sat therethere-
and

there-
andand shook as if vigorous guffawsguffaws-
would

guffaws-
wouldwould pour out of him but hehe-

was
he-

waswas keeping it muffled whichwhich-
caused

which-
causedcaused him to come out withwith-

jerky
with-

jerkyjerky grunts .

What he was chuckling aboutabout-
did

about-
diddid not matter at that moment..

His unbelievable mirth became aa-

hilarious
a-

hilarioushilarious moment instead . AuntAunt-
Mumangeena

Aunt-
MumangeenaMumangeenahelpbhelpbutand I couldn'tcouldnt' help
butb t join him . We guffawed , notnot-
at

not-
atat what my aunt and I were

doingdohtg,, butbuf(,, theth effectfect it had on '.

myunclemy'uncle' . ,.> .' ," ._ y1*
TwoyTwonights earliereaflier , Aunt MumMum-Mum-

angeena

Mum-

angeena

¬-

angeena had interrupted mymy-

stoiy
my-

storystorystoiy telling at my parent'sparents'' home .

For .sometimesometime., myanymymotnet.mothermother., , Kesh-KeshKesh-

orna
Kesh-

orna
-.

orna , had beenceoIteen!? interested in thethe-

fairy
the-

fairyfairy., tales I had
'
been telling ininin-

the
in-

thethe 'eveningsevenings'eveningsaft' afteraftafterr dinner . MyMy-

aunt
My-

auntaunt had becpme-becpmebecomebecpmesuspiciouscpme'suspiciouscpmesuspiciousb -', suspicious andand-

worried
and-

worriedworried about mjrrlni comingcomi g homehome-
late

home-
latelate . She Cjidaid notnot fullyfuUy underunder-under-
stand

¬.-

stand about the stories I 'waswas'was-

tellin
was-

telling

'

.

tellingtellin .
' .

J The InterruptionInterruption-
Oije

Interruption-
OqeOijeodeOqe evening , I had been putput-put-

ting
put-

ting

¬-

ting Hanselaansel(iansel and Gretel throiighthroughthrough-
the

through-
thethe tfiroesthroest oes of suffering1suffering ' from aa-

cruel
a-

cruelcruel stepmotherstepm ther who wanted toto-

leave
to-

leaveleave ihem,# hem deep in the woods toto-

starve
to-

starvestarve jthemthemhem out.. ,

I\[Iwaswas in the sinister part wherewhe rere-

the
re-

thethe ol4014o14o14witchwitch was fattening HanHan-Han-

sel

¬.-

sel for fta tasty morsel and tried toto-

trick
to-

tricktrick Gretelretel into going intointotheintothe-
hot

'thethe'the-

hot
',

o9n9nhot ovenovo-o- n . Gretel had turned thethe-

table
the-

tabletable on0o the old witch and putput-
her

put-
herher intnt i the oven instead , whenwhen-
AuntM

when-
AuntAuntMjjmangeenaAuntMAunt M mangeena burst into thethe-

house
the-

househouse ,. yheTheThe family was huddledhuddled-
around

huddled-
aroundaroundaroundmetaedine\meme\ as. I was telling thethe-

excitingltale
the-

excitingtaleexcitingltaleexciting\taleexcitingtale\ .

"SoSo" this{ his is the way mothermother-
has

mother-
hashas been ' spending his evenings !

What is this , some sort of aa-

meeting
a-

meetingmeeting ? " my aunt said somesome-some-

what
some-

what
¬-

what heatedly . (She always callcall-call-

ed
call-

ed
¬-

ed me "mothermother" " because I waswas-

named
was-

namednamed after her mother . )
"SisterSister" ," Mumangeena concon-con-

tinued
¬.-

tinued , "youyou" should be more concon-con-

siderate
¬.-

siderate of mother'smothers' futuref ture . HowHow-
do

How-
dodo you expect him to be ajIa goodgood-
hunter

good-
hunterhunter if you are goinggoirtg to keepkeep-
rum

keep-
himhimrum up evenings like this? HeHe-

should
He-

shouldshould be staying home with me ."
"WomanWoman" , you can do somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing decent for once and youyou-
can

you-
cancan do it by becoming silentsilentJsilent-
at

silent-
at

J

at once ! " KeshornaKeshoma retortedretorted-
sharply

retorted-
sharplysharply .

.'

Mumangeena was taken abackaback-
for

aback-
forfor a moment.. To my aunt'sauntsaunt's-
distress

aunt's-
distress

'
distress , her younger sister nevernever-
made

never-
mademade any attempt to follow thethe-

old
the-

oldold ,. Eskimo practice of alwaysalways-
respecting

always-
respectingrespecting one'sones' elders .

"RememberRemember" sistersjster , I'mIm'' olderolder-
than

older-
thanthan you are ,"" my aunt warned .

"I'mIm"'' older than you are !

I'mIm' older than you are ! HowHow-
many

How-
manymany times have I heard that !

You sound like a squirrel.. AllAUAU-

you
All-

youyou do is chatter ,,"'" ' KeshornaKeshomaKeshoma-
mocked

Keshoma-
mockedmocked her sister .

"II" should ofofraisedraised you mymy-my-

self
my-

self
¬-

self instead of having our mothermother-
spoil

mother-
spoilspoil youyou/youyouMumangeena,/"' Mumangeena said .

Keshorna Laughedl.aughlaugh. )

d . , "II" thinkthiqk II-

should
I-

shouldshould of raised yduyycuThere}u . .ThereThere., is aa-

chance
a-

chancechance you woyldwowould14
' have beenbeen-

more
been-

moremore sensible . If youyoyoPyoPwouldwouldwouldshutshutshut-
up

shut-
upupup a while , your mother here cancan-

finish
can-

finishfinish
,

the story he'shes' telling . Be3!,
¬
:'

sides , I don'tdont' see whyw y you'reyoure' soso-

anxious
soso-

anxiousanxious tqto have him ] You shouldshoshould-
be

ldld-

bebe happy youyou havenjthavenWtWtyou'ret had to feelfeel-

him
feel-

himhim all these eveningsevenin . How thisthis-

young
this-

youngyoung man eats . Look at the sizesszesizesize-

of
zeze-

ofof hinlhinhint - I don'tdont' sejesitee where hehe-

puts
he-

puts .puts all that food . \I '

"GoGo" ahead son
.
, ypuypu maymaycortmay.consmayconsmay.cons-

tinue
.cort1cort1.,

!

tinuejMumangeenathe story .:"' j';
Mumangeena mademadmade a whiningwhining-

sound
whining-

soundsound and becamebec3me qujetq et.. '

I resumed the story feelingfeeling-
somewhat

feeling-
SomewhatSomewhat deflated due to thethe-

account
the-

accountaccount of my food-eatingfoodeatingfood-jatingjating--: capcap-cap-

acity
cap-

acity
¬-

acity .
'

Mumangeena ImpressedImpressed-
ByBy the time I finished thethe-

story
the-

storystory , Mumangeena had forgotforgot-forgot-
ten

forgot-
ten

¬-

ten the sharp exchange ofofwodsofwordswofdswodswordswods-
with

words-
with

(

with my mother and she was imim-imim-

pressed
im-

pressed
¬-

pressed with the remainder of thethe-

story
the-

storystory although shes e didn'tdidnt' catchcatch-
on

catch-
onon totb the plot ., She was fascinatfascinat-fascinat-
ed

¬.-

ed because I was tellingtelliJ1g itit, from aa-

book
a-

book
55-

"Sister

\book .

"SisterSister" , yoiyou) shouldshQuld let'let' momo-mo-
ther

mo-
ther

-¬

ther tell me a story one evening .

Besides , he should stay homehome-
with

home-
withwithwithmeme anywayanywayanyway '," MumangeenaMumangeena-
requested

Mumangeena-
requested r - '. ',requested .

"HeHe" can tell you stories afterafter-
tom

after-
tomorrowtomorrowtom orrow nightnigh1.. HesaidheHe said he wantswanwants-
to

tsts-

toto tell one about an ugly duck ,

or some such thing tomorrowtomorrow-
evening

tomorrow-
eveningevening ," KeshornaKeshoma relented .

RumpelstiltskinRumpelstiltskin-
The

Rumpelstil tskintskin-
TheThe Telling of The Ugly DuckDuck-

ling
'

ling was a memorable one . MyMy-

family
My-

familyfamily followed the story of thethe-

poor
the-

poorpoor abused bird with great symsym-sym-

pathy
sym-

pathy
¬-

pathy . They were very happyhappy-
when

happy-
whenwhen the ugly duck became aa-

beautiful
a-

beautifulbeautiful swan , which he didn'tdidntdidn't-
know

didn't-
know

'
know hehe.washewas.waswas. .

The next day , I went straightstraight-
home

straight-
homehome to Aunt MumangeenaMurnangeena andand-

Uncle
and-

UncleUncle Nayukuk . My aunt waswas-

happy
was-

happyhappy to-totosee-. see me come home soso-

early
so-

earlyearly . Nayukuk had not gonegone-
huntirtg

gone-
huntinghuntinghuntirtg that day . He was cleanclean-clean-
ing

clean-
ing

¬-

his 30-3030- rifle the usualing -- , goodgood-
sign

good-
signsign that he would go huntinghunting-
the

hunting-
thethe following day .

After Aunt Mumangeena haphap-hap-

pily
¬.-

pily served dinner of seal meat ,
strong tea , Uncle((Uncle Nayukuk likedliked-
strong

liked-
strongstrong tea ) and sourdough bisbis-bis-

cuits
bis-

cuits
¬-

cuits , she was anxious for me toto-

tell
to-

telltell her a story .

"MotherMother" is so clever and soso-

bright
so-

brightbright , Nayukuk , thatiliat he'shes' beenbeen-
telling

been-
tellingtelling stories from that maqpi-maqpimagpi-magpi-

qaaqqaa'qqaaqgaaqgaaqpaper' 'paper((paper or book ). 'It'sIts1t's1ts' ' .aa. .-

amystery
aa-

mysterymystery to me how he does it ,""

she said tot her husband . -" ,.

Uncle Nayukuk puttered arar-arar-

ound
ar-

ound
¬-

ound without seemingseenng to-totohearto -' hearhear-
'What

.

-'What'WhatWhat;.-'WhatWhat"What"' is the story going to bebbe-

aboutabout , mother ? " MumangeenaMumangeena-
asked

Mumangeena-
askedaskedaskedcheerfullycheerfully .

I had decided beforehand whatwhat-
II would tell . I thought it wouldwould-
be

would-
bebebeoneone that would be unusualunusual-
and

unusual-
andand complicatedcomplicate forfot Aunt MumMum-Mum-
angeena

Mum-
angeena

¬-

angeena to comprehend .

"RUMPELSTILTSKINRUMPELSTILTSKIN"RUMPELSTILTSICINRUMPELSTILTSICIN" ! " I anartan-an-

swered
¬.-

swered quickly .

"Rum-"RumRum"RumRum" - RumRumwhat-whatwhat--what? " Mum-MumMum-

angeena
Mum-

angeena
Mum-

angeena
-

'

angeena said , surprised ..

"RUM-PEL-STILT-SKIN"RUMRUMPELSTILTSKIN"RUM-PEL-STIL"RUMRUMPELSTIL" - -- T.SKINTSKIN-. ," II-

answefed
I-

answeredansweredanswefed , emphasizingemt'hasizingemthasizing' each sylsyl-syl-
lable

syl-

lable
-¬-

lable . "SeeSee" if you can say that ,

Aunt jMumangeena'MumangeenaMumangeena'
. Like this ,

Rum-peRumpe- 1-s1sI-IItiltl-Stilt-skinlStiltskin-!; tilt-skintiltskintilt .skinskin-. ."
"MotherMother" , you'reyoure' asking thethe-

impossible
the-

impossibleimpossible ., How can anyone everever-
say

ever-
saysay such a thing? It sounds like aa-

crooked
a-

crookedcrooked knot on a driftwood . "
"II" canctnc;n - Rumpelstiltskin ! II-

demonstrated
I-

demonstrateddemonstrateddemonstrated , saying it rapidly .

Mumangeena laughed . "MoMo"Mo-"Mo-
ther

"Mo-
ther

" -¬

ther , so you,, can . I can never saysay-

it
say-

itit , you know that.. NowNowgetget-get- toto-

work
to-

workwork and go on with the story ."
"WaitWait" a little while , AuntAunt-

Mumangeena
Aunt-

MumangeenaMumangeena , see if you can saysay-

it
say-

itit first.. "
I repeated the title of thethe-

story
the-

storystory slowly carefully emphasizemphasiz-emphasiz-
ing

¬-

ingirigemphasizirigeach syllable and urged mymy-

aunt
my-

auntaunt to repeat itit..

"YouYou" can'tcant' expect me to saysay-

that
say-

thatthat knotty thing , mother ."
"TryTry" it anyway . You mightnmight-

be
ghtght-

bebe able to say it ," I encouraged .

"SaySay" it like this , Rum-pel-stilt-Rumpelstiltum-pel-stilt-umRumpelstilt-
skin

umpelstilts-
kin

- - -

skin ."
"RumRum" - skiin - Rum - sil-silsilosil-

keen
silo-

keen
sil-

keen
-

keen - Rum-RumRumRumRum-RumRum-- Rum - , Now momo-mo-
ther

mo-
ther

-¬

ther , stop it ! I can never say it ifif-
I1I tried the rest of my days . LetLet-

your
Let-

youryour uncle try it ," MumangeenaM\lmangeenaMlmangeenaMlmangeena-
surrendered

Mumangeena-
surrendered

\
surrendered . .-

Strange NoiseNoise-

A

Noise-

AA strange noise echoed in thethe-
room

the-
roomroomsurprisedlook,. [( 'mustmust' havetha.dhavethadhavhave l

.
d a surprised

look on my face because AuntAunt-
Mumangeena's

Aunt-
Mumangeena'sMumangeena'sMumangeenas' face looked sursur-sur-

prised
¬.-

prised . We looked automaticallyautomatically-
atat Uncle Nayukuk.. A sort of aa-

choppedoff
a-

choppedoffchopped-offchoppedoff- chuckle had comecome-
out

come-
outout of him and he was wearingwearing-
the

wearing-
thethe widest grin I had ever seenseen-

him
seen-

himhim wear.

He was convulsing and shakshak-shak-
ing

shak-
ing

¬-

ing and he seemed to be tryingtrying-
hard

trying-
hardhard to prevent guffaws to comecome-
out

come-
outout.. He was letting out portionsportions-
of

portions-
ofguffawsofof-guffawsofguffaws-

guffaws and they came out inin-

jerky
in-

jerkyjerky , grunting sounds . This was

.unbelievableunbelievable., coming-outcomingoutcoming .outout-. of UnUn-Un-

cle
Un-

cle
¬-

cle Nayukuk ! He was actually
laughingIaughipgactuallyIaughipgactuallylaughingmightily'tokeepbutbut'tryingbuttrying' trying mightilymightily'tomightilytomightily ' lototo-

keep
,

.

keep it muffled , partially sueSuc-SucSuc-

ceeding
suc-

ceeding
*-

ceeding .

Enjoyed GuiffawGuffaw ImmenselyImmensetyImmensely-
Aunt

Immensely-
AuntAuntA nt Mumangeena and I werewere-

utterly
were-

utterlyutterly amazed at firsJfirstfirsJ\Lw.tfirsJLw.tfirsJLw.tLwtfirsJLw.tjo-
ined

.!butuJLwe\} we. ..
joined my uncle in unrestrainedunrestrained-
laughter

unrestrainedunrestrained-

laughterlaughter , not at what we werewere-

doing
were-

doingdoing but with the joy ofoftaugh-oftaughoftaugh-
ing

laughlaugh-laugh-
ing

¬-

ing with Uncle Nayukuk . ThisT1This-

was
ss-

waswas a totally new experienceekperience andand-

l11y.aunt
and-

rny.auntmy-auntmyauntl11y.auntl11yauntrny.auntrnyaunt' -. andand,1and1. .II., I enjoyed it imim-im-im-
mensely

¬.

mensely..
.

Aunt MumangeenaMumangMumangeenaena and I had ,

unintentionally , tickled my Un-UnJJn-JJnUn-

cle's
JJn-

cle's
Un-

cle's
-

,

cle'scles' funnyboneilybonefU we thought he ,.

never had . -. ,
When ourour laughter subsided , :

my aunt askedsked , "WhatWhat" is the I)}I-

storystory about ??:?."'
"It'sIts" ' about a little old manman-

and
man-

andand a beautiful girl ,
"" I answered .

The FlourmakerFlourrnakerFlourmaker"-
TaimagUq

Flourmaker"-
Taimaguq"TaimagUqTaimagUq" imna flourleoqtiflourleogti ,," -,

(There was once a flourmaker ," ) i\i-

I

\

I called the 1'miller1milleri'millerimiller' " flourmakerOourmakerflourmaker-
sa

II-

sO
'

sosOsa my aunt and uncle could unun-unun-

derstand
un-

derstand
¬-

derstand what
.

I was talkingtalking-
about

:
,

about.. 1,1-

HeHelie was very poor but he hadhad-

aa very beautiful daughter .

"HowHow" can a flourmaker be '

pobrpoorpo r when we pay so much for "-

flourOour ," Mumangeena queried .

"That'sThats" ' what this book says .

He was very poor . Just listen ,

Aunt Mumangeena and find outout-
what

out-
whatwhat this story is all about ," II-

said

I-

saidsaid . ,

"II" still think the flourmakerflourflourmaker-
wasn't

makermaker-
wasn'twasn'twasnt' very poor . We'reWere' the onesones-

who
ones-

whowho are poor because we have toto-

pay
to-

paypay so much ."
One day the flourmaker talktalk-talk-

ed
¬.-

ed with the King whom he wantwant-want-
ed

want-
ed

¬-

ed to impress , and told him hehe-

had
he-

hadhad a daughter who can makemaia! ,.

gold out of grass . The King waswas-

surprised
was-

surprisedsurprised and happy so he toldtold-

the
told-

thethe flourmakerOourmaker to bring his daughdaugh-daugh-
ter

daugh-
ter

¬-

ter to him .

"HowHow" can anyone makem ke momo-mo-
ney

mo-
ney

-¬

ney out of grass . I think that manman-
is

man-
isis a terrible father . He'sHes' going toto-

get
to-

getget that nice little girl intointo-
trouble

into-
troubletrouble ," Aunt MumangeenaMumar1geenaMumarigeena prepre-pre-

dicted
pre-

dicted
¬-

dicted ,

When the girl was broughtbrought-
the

brought-
thethe King gave her a wheel theythey-
used

they-
usedused to make yarnyam and threads ,

too , I guess , and put her intointo-
aa room full of grass .

'NowNow' go ahead and make thisthis-

grass
this-

grassgrass into gold and if you do notnot-
flnish

not-
finishfinishflnish making it into gold byby-

morning
by-

morningmorning , you shall die ,,'' the kingking-

said
king-

saidsaid as hehe locked the door andand-

left
and-

leftleft her alone .

Sad ListenerUstenerListener-
Mumangeena's

Listener-
Mumangeena'sMumangeena'sMumangeenasMUl11angeena'sMUl11angeenas' expression onon-

her
on-

herher face saddened considerably .

"HowHow" senseless can people get !

Imagine a father , just because hehe-

wants
he-

wantswants to be noticed by that um-umum-

ealik
umum-

ealik
-.

ealikI (King ) he got his own daughdaugh-daugh-
ter

daugh-
ter

¬-

ter into a tragic situation likelike-

that
like-

thatthat.. That selfish father shouldshould-
shoved

should-
shovedshoved under the ice .

"AndAnd" that umealik ! He'sHes' soso-

greedy
so-

greedygreedyJ he wants money out ofof-
grass

of-
grassgrass
1girlhow! And that poor little girlgirl-girl-
how is she going to get outou t of thisthis-

situation
this-

situationsituation! ? " Mumangeena askedasked-
sadly

asked-
sadlysadly .

(To be continued )


