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. Federal MisconductMis oitduci ThrouThroughoutThroughout: h u .' TrialWoundedTrial

''

at Wounded
.

Knee .

.

By RICHARD LA COURSECOURSE-
ST

COURSE-
ST

COURSE-
STST . PAUL , Minn-MinnMinnAIPAMinn . --- (AIPA-AIPAAIPA-

"Govemental
AIPA ) ---

" '"*"GovementalGovemental"GovelmentalGovelmental"GovernlentalGovernlental; misconduct"
throughout theJhe federal trialtrialof( rial ofof-

Russell
of-

RussellRussell C . Means and Dennis J ,.
Banks resulted in the granting ofof-

a

of-

aa defense motionO1'otionO1otion
'

., for dismissaldismissal-

ofof charges against the two herehere-

Sept
here-

SeptSept . 16 by federFederall ,. DistrictDistrict-
Court

District-
CourtCourt Judge Fr'ed'JFredJFred'

' J . Nichol atarar-

tIC

',

tjietICt (1e stormy conclusion of the '

riation'sriationsnation'snations' longestlongcst and most bizarrebizarre-
political

bizarre-
politicalpolitical trial in historyl stry? .

"

Delivering.Delivering.. a one-houronehourone-'hour'hour-'one'hourstinging- stingingstinging-
rebuke

stinging-
rebukerebuke to the

'-

Federal
F-

ederal'
chief federal prospros-pros-

ecutor
pros-

ecutor
¬-

ecutor and' thethe'Feder-

al

theFedera-

l

Federal Bureau ofQfQ-

fInvestigation
of-

InvestigationInvestigation (FBI ) and the JusJus-Jus-

ti
Jus-

tice
¬-

ticetieti e Department , Judge NicholNichol-
said

Nichol-
saidsaid he waswawad "pushedpushed" over thethe-

brinkbrink" when the JusticeJustJce DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment inin-inWashington- Washington refused toto-

al19w
to-

allowaltywal19wallow a shrunkenshl1\nkenshl1nken.\ jury to cometometome-
to

come-
toto a unanimous verdict in thethe-

sometimes
the-

sometimesbegansometimes noisyn isy trial which begbeg-¬-

anan last Jan . 8 .

The prolongedptolonge'dptolonged' trial reachedrechedrereached-
its

\chedched<\ched-
itsits fjrtalfjl1alfinal verdict stage Sept . 1212-

when
12-

whenwhen a 1I 2-member2member- juryjjurywasryrywaswas. sese-se¬-

questered here . The followingfollowing-
days

following-
daysdays'', howeverhowehoweierer, the oldestolde t of thethe-

jurors
the-

jurorsjurors , MrsMrsl), Therese Cherrier ,

suffered a "cerebralcerebral'"cerebralerebral vascular acac-ac-

cident
ac-

cident
¬-

cident *""' strokealstrokeastrokelstroke;- a - paralyzingparalyzing-
oneone cheek and a hand . AlternateAlternatAlternate-
jurorsjurors had already been dismisseddismissed-
by

dismissed-
byby the( he judge , creating a legallegal-

dilemma
legal-

dilemmadilemma ,. ii-

Three
't(t-

ThreeThree day'sdays'' later , the CriminalCriminal-
Division

Criminal-
DivisionDivision of the Justice DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment notified
.;
Judge Nichol thatthat-

it
that-

itit did not desire to continuecon tinue toto-toto-

ward
¬.-

wardw.1rdw1rd;. a verdiclverdictverdictwithwith a juryjuty of 11 .,

And Nichol at 3:00300:; pp.mpm. in .
,
Sept..

16 conv6nedconvenedconv ned ,:,' the jury , de'fcnd-de'fcnddefcnddefend-defendde'fcnd-
ants

ddefend-
ants

'feJ1feJ1'
d -.

ants andmid lawyerslawygrslawy rs beforeheforebeforei;!i packedpacked-
courtroom

packed-
courtroomcourtroom to1announcetolannounceannounce his deci ¬.,

sion . I'I-

WhenWhen ' Nichol adjourned thethe-

court
the-

courtcourt , defendants Means andand-

Banks, Banks embracedembracedeach
, each other emoemo-emo-

tionally
¬.-

;
,

tionallytionally , thenthenliuggedthenliuggedmembershuggedhuggedmembersmembers ofof-

thethele legal defensedefel\scdefelsc\ team , relativesrelatives-
and

relatives-
andand friends .

The111e jubilant duo then metmet-

friends
met-

friendsfriends and the press outside thethe-

heavily
the-

heavily
{,
heavily protected court buildingbui! ing ,

and a victory party attdndedattended byby-

most
by-

mostmost of the jurors and the Minn-MinnMinn-

eapolisSt
Minn-

eapolisS1
Minn-

eapolisSt
-

eapolis-SteapolisSteapolis-S1S1- .. Paul Indian communcommun-commun-
ity

commu-
nityand

¬-

, and into-intointot-

he1
.ityityand sympathizers went :.-

the1the' wee hours of thetha morningmorning-
atat the nearby StS1.. PaulPaulHolidayPaulHoliday-
Inn

, Holiday
Inn .

Nichol earlier had told thethe-

court
the-

courtcourt he was dismissing the fivefive-

remaining
five-

remainingremaining charges against MeansMeans-
and

Mean-
sand'Banksandand'BanksandBanks'BanksBanks' because his "deepestdeepest"deepest-

i

" eepcsteepcst-
I

,
i, ( Continued on Page 10)10)
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( Continued from'from' pagepage3)page33)33)-

hope

3)-

hope
; )

hope and exportationexpectationxp tatian have beerrbbeebee-

dashed
n-nn-

dashed
-

|: dashed " by the conduct of thethe-

federal-;gavey'
. federal government.. Nichols gavegave
2y the following four reasons :

"

]RichardI- Witness AlexanderAlexartder: RichardRichard-
Oglala1I (Oglala Sioux ) had givengi.ven. testi-testitesti-

money
testi-

money
test % -

|! money in court "completelycompletely"completejycompletejy"cc" mpletely con-conconycon-

tradlcting
con-

I

cony-

tradicting
-

I' tradlctingtradicting " statements ',
, he hadhad-

given
had-

givengiven on an earlier FBI affidavit ,
I11andand the FBI hadhadconcealedconcealed thatthat-
jj affidavit from the court ;

'. --;, WitnessW tness Louis Moves CampCamCam-

Oglala
pI

' (Oglala Sioux ) , who had barelybarely-
I

barely-
ImissedIImissedmissed a rape charge fnIn RiverRiver-

iFalls1iFallsFallsFalls\FallsFallsWise,\ WiseWisc ,. enroute to the trialtrial-

in
trial-

in
trial-

yn-ininyn-, in the companycOl)1panycOl1pany) of twotwoFBI-FBIFBI-' agag-ag-

ents
ag-

ents
¬-

ents ,. was the subject of a "cover-"covercover"cover-
up

" -.,

up " by ' the FBI and Chief ProsPros-Pros-

ecutor
Pros-

ecutor
¬-

ecutor R . D . Hurd "whowho" inten-inteninten-
jtionally

inten-
tionally

inten-
tionally

-

jtionallytionally; misled 'thisthisll'* s court " ; .

- Illegal involvement of thethe-

U
the-

UU . S .:
' militarym itary by the federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment during the WoundedWounded-
Knee

Wounded-
Knee

'-

occupation
o-

ccupation
1-

0ccupation
'

Knee occupation , including cocco-coco-

vert
¬.-

vert support services and domesdomes-domes-
tic

domes-
tic

¬-

tic surveillancesurveillaoce . Said Nichol : "WeWe"We-

don't
"We-

don't
""

don'tdont' want the military runningrunning-
the

running-
thethe civil affairs of this countrycoun try":'. ' ;

'. - RefusedRefus d by the .- Justice
J- ustice.- Justice
J- ustice._ .Justice-

Departf11ent
JusticeJustice-

DepartmentDepartmentDepartf11ent "toto" permit this casecase-

to
case-

toto go tp verdict " constitutedcoastituted Ni-NiNi-

chol's
Ni-

chol's
Ni-

chol's
-

chol'schols'' fourth stated reason forfor-

dismisst
for-

dismissaldismissaldismisst;!' of the five chargescharges-
against

charges-
againstagainst '

;:, the two men of con-concon-

.spiracy
con-

spiracy
con-

spiracy
-

, .spiracyspiracy., ,', one count of .burglaryburglary., burglary-
related

'

II-

relatedrelated to theft to trading postpost-
items

post-
itemsitems , and three counts of asas-asas-
sault

as-

sault
-¬-

sault ,. against federalfederaJ.,. officers .

Nichol last Aug . 7 and on Aug .

9 had droppeddroppe five other federalfederal-
counts

federal-
countscounts against the pair .

"TheThe" only good thing I'mImI'm-

going
I'm-

going
'

going to say about the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Justice is that theythey-
made

they-
mademade a decision ," chidedcruded Nichol ,
who added , "It'sIts" ' been a bad yearyear-

for
year-

forfor justice - a bad year forfor-

justice
for-

justicejustice .
".


