
RCA Alascom P/emsPemsPlans-PlansPla-
nsCommunications

Pla-
nsCommunications

/ -
Communications

RCARC'A' Alaska CommunicaCommunicuCommunica-Communica-
tions

¬.-

tionslons! ,. Inc . , announcedanrtounced lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth that it has submitted toto-

the
to-

thethe State of Alaska and the AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka Public Utilities CommissionCommission-
aa comprehensivecomptehensive Alaska Com-ComCom-

munciations
Com-

rnunclations
Com-

munciations
-

munciationsrnunclations Plan .,

SimultaneouslySimu/taneo\lslySimutaneolsly/ \ ,. the plan waswas-

flied
was-

filedfiledfliedfliedwithfiledwithwith the Federal CommuCommu-Commu-
nications

Commu-
nications

¬-

nications CommissionComllission) in WashWash-Wash-

mgton
Wash-

ington

¬-

ingtonmgton , DC, .

RCARC A Alascom President SteSte-Ste-

phen
Ste-

phen
¬-

phen D-DDHellerD -. Heller said : "TheThe" planplan-

presents
plan-

presentspresents a.. veritable explosion ofof-

satellite
of-

satellitesatellite technology for AlaskaAlaska-
atat an aggregate cost of SI$100100$100-
million

$ 100100-

m
00

millionmllion .

"AlthoughAlthough" Alaska with sixsix-

satellite
six-

satellitesatellite earth stations in operaopera-opera-
tion

opera-
tion

¬-

tion or under construction alal-alal-

ready
al-

ready
¬-

ready has more domestic stasta-stasta-

tions
sta-

tions
¬-

tions than any other state , anan-

additional
an-

additionaladditional six major stations and
38 small bush stations are planplan-plan-

ned
plan-

ned
¬-

ned by the end of 1975 , withwith-

another
with-

anotheranother 23 major stations toto-

follow
to-

followfollow in the ensuing five years .

"TheseThese" new satellitesateIite! facilitiesfacilities-
will

facilities-
willwill provide greatly expandedexpanded-
longlongexpandedlonglines circuits for telephonetelephone-
srvice

telephone-
serviceservicesrvice(! throughout Alaska , allealle-alle-

viating
alle-

viating
¬-

viating current shortages on thethe-

governmclt's
the-

government's 'government'sgovernmentsgovernmclt'sgovernmclts: ' WliiteWhiteWl te Alice SysSys-Sys-

tem
Sys-

tem
¬-

tem ."
"CoupledCoupled" with an extensiveextensive-

Improved
extensive-

ImprovedImproved Mobile Telephone SerSer-Ser-

vice
¬.-

vice lMTS((IMTS ) dial telephone propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram for the Alaskan BushBush-

scheduled
Bush-

scheduledscheduled to be completed byby-

next
by-

nextnext summer , these new facilifacili-facili-

ties
facili-

ties
¬-

ties , if fully approved by regularegula-regula-
tory

¬.-

tory bodies , will provide AlasAlas-Alas-

kans
Alas-

kans
¬-

kans with a dramatic and unun-unun-

paralleled
un-

paralleled
¬-

paralleled advance in communicommuni-communi-
cations

communi-
cations

¬-

cations facilities throughout thethe-

state
the-

statestate ,, " Heller added .

According to Heller , the AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬--

ka Communications Plan develdevel-devel-
oped

¬.-
oped by RCA Alascom is designdesign-design-
ed

¬.-

ed to provide modernmodem telephonetelephone-
service

telephone-
serviceservice for every Alaskan villagevillage-

with
village-

withwith a populationpopulJtion; of 25 or moremore-
people

more-
peoplepeople where there is presentlypresently-
nono toll service available :

There are at present some
284 communities in Alaska withwith-
aa population ofofmoremore than 2525-

persons
25-

personspersons . Of this number 176176-

with
176-

withwith a population of 315,000315000315,000-
persons

315,000-
persons

,

persons presently have exchangeexchange-
and

exchange-
andand toll telephone service , eithereither-
through

either-
throughthrough regular commercialcommercialororor-

military
or-

militarymilitary exchanges .

'. The remaining 110808 communicommuni-communi-
ties

¬.-

ties which do not now havehave-

telephone
have-

telephonetelephone exchange or toll serser-ser-

vice
¬.-

vice available to them have aa-

total
a-

totaltotal population ofot about 18,0001800018,000-
people

18,000-
people

,
people or aboutab ut five per cent ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaskan population .

VHPVHF BushDish telephonete lephone, facilitiesfacilities-
areare under construction in 27 ofof-

these
of-

thesethese communities and areare-

scheduled
are-

scheduledscheduled for completion thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear .

An additionala ditional 1212.ul12t.oliitiitininjmmuni-njmmunit.oliitiitini-t.oliitiitininjmmuni-
ties

\.ul.ult.oliitiitini-
ties

\.. tliiUni -.

ties are scheduled to have BushBush-

telephone
Bush-

telephonetelephone facilitiesfaciliti s availableavailablein'inin-in',- inin-

the
in-

thethe first quarter of 1975 and 1515-

more
15-

moremore as soon as possiblep ssible but notnot-
later

not-
laterlater than the sec6ndsecbnd quarter of
1975 .

Two additional villages willwil1wil1-

be
will-

bebe served by the Angoon/Ketchi-AngoonKetchiAngoonfKetcmAngoon/KetchiAngoonKetchi-
kan

/ -.

kanlean microwave system schedsched-sched-
uled

¬.-

uled to be operable in 19751915191 .

As planned , satellite commucommu-commu-
nications

¬.-

nications will be achieved forfor-

the
for-

thethe Alaska communities in twotwo-

ways
two-

waysways . CommunitiesCommuniiiesCommunities that are rearea-rea-

sonably
¬.-

sonably close together will bebe-

served
be-

served
j

served in a cluster from a single

earthearthstationstation , and presentlypr scntiy ,

plans call for sevenseven earth stasta-sta-

tions
¬.-

tions to serve 21 Bushnushslush commuonunucommu-commu-
nities

¬'-
nities in clusterscI us te rs .

The remainingremaining31-31313-'3 1I Bush comCOllicom-com-

munities
¬.-

munities - isolated either byby-

distance
by-

distancedistance or terrain - willw lJ eacheach-

be
each-

bebe served directly by an earthearth-
station

earth-
stationstation .

According to HelltrJ1eJlt'rJ1eJltrHeller.'? , all 3838-

Bush
38-

BushplannedforBush earthearthstationsstations arearc planned
for installation and operationoperation-
by

,.
byoperationbythe endendofof lc)75lc751975) at an estiestresti-esti-

mated
¬.-

mated cost of S3$33$3.13.131$ . 1L millionImIHantrillion .

The rate reductions providedprovided-
byprovidedbyby RCARC A Alascom thus far havehave-

saved
have-

savedsaved the publicpu blic some SI$110110$110-
million

$110-
million

$ 10
million since RCA Alascom comcom-com-

menced
¬.-

menced operation in 1971 . InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition , the company has exex-exex-

pended
ex-

pended
¬-

pended $7070$ million for improvimprov-improv-
ing

¬.-

ing andandexpandingexpanding the system ,..

or more than double the amountamount-
of

amount-
ofof its commitment..

This sizable investment is ,

( Continued on page 8)881)
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RCA Alascom . .
( Continued fromtram page 7)77)-

ok

7-

)never
)

ok*neverever , only the first install-installinstall-
cnt

install-
cnt

-,-
,cnt onon the totaltbtal amount RCARCA-

Alascom
RCA-

AlascomAlascomAlascomAlascomplansplans to invest in thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture of Alaska to insure thatha-
the

tha-
the

'

the state has Communicationscommunicationcommunications-
facilities

:.
facilities as good , diverse andand-

efficient
and-

efficientefficient as those available inin-

the
in-

thethe contiguous 48 states .

In pursuit of this communicommuni-communi-
cations

communi-
cations

-¬-

cations goal , RCA Alascom'sAlascomsAlasc011'l'sAlasc011lsAlasc011'l'-
stotal

Alascom's-

total ' '
total plant additions could exex-exex-

ceed
ex-

ceed
¬-

ceed $200200$200million$ million in 1976 andand-

could
and-

couldcould reach a total of $270270$270-
million

$270-
million

$
million in 1980 .


