RCA Alascom Plans— : ‘
Commumcatlons

RCA"  Alaska
tions, Inc; announced

Communici-
last

month that it has submitted to

the State of Alaska and the ‘Alas-
ka Public Utilities Commission
a comprehensive  Alaska Com-
munciations Plan,

Simultaneously, the phm was
filed with the Federal Commu-
nications’ Commission in Wash-
ington, D,C.

RCA“Alascom President Ste-
phen D. Heller said: “The plan
presents a, veritable explosion of
satellite - technology for Alaska
at an aggregate cost of $100
million.

“Although ~Alaska - with six

satellite earth stations in opera-
tion or under construction al-
ready has more  domestic sta-
tions than any other state; an
additional six major stations and
38 small bush stations are plan-
ned by the end of 1975, with
another 23 major stations to
follow in the ensuing five years.

“These new satellite facilities
will provide greatly expanded
long lines tircuits for telephone
service throughout Alaska, alle-
viating current shortages on the
governmcﬂ s White Alice Sys-
tem.

“Coupled with an extensive
Improved Mobile Telephone Ser-
vice (IMTS) dial telephone pro-
gram for the Alaskan Bush
scheduled to be completed by
next summer, these new facili-
ties, if fully approved by regula-
tory bodies, will provide' Alas-
kans with a dramatic.and un-
paralleled advance in communi-
cations facilities throughout the
state,” Heller added. i

According to Heller, the Alas-
ka Communications Plan devel-
oped by RCA Alascom is design-
ed to provide moderm telephone
service for every Alaskan village
with a population of 25 or more
people where there is presently
no toll service available:

There are at present some
284 communities in Alaska with
a population of more than 25
persons. Of this number 176
with a population of 315,000
persons presently have exchange
and toll telephone service, either
through regular commercial or
military exchanges.

‘- The remaining 108 communi-
ties which do not now have
telephone exchange or toll ser-
vice available to: them have a

total population ot about 18,000 .

people or about five percent of
the Alaskan population.

VHF Bush telephone facilities

are under construction in 27 of

these communities and are
scheduled for completion this
year.

An additionai 12 \.uﬁ‘nnum
ties are scheduled to have Bush
telephone facilities- available in
the first quarter of 1975-and.15
more ds soon as possible but not
later than the second. quarter of
1975.

Two additional villages will

be served by the Angoon/Ketchi-

kan microwave system sched-
uled to be operable in 1975,

As planned, satellite commu-
nications' will. b¢ achieved for
the Alaska communities in two
ways. Communities that are rea-

_sonably close together will be
served in a cluster from a single

earth s!a!lon, and prcscnlly,
plans call- for seven earth sta-
tions to serve 21 Bush commu-
nities in-clusters. i

The remaining’31 Bush com-
munities - — isolated ‘either by
distance .or terrain ~ will each
be Served directly by ‘an earth
station.

According - to Hclle all 38
Bush earth stations. are pl.mncd
for “installation and operation

_by the end of 1975 at an esti:

mated cost of $3.1 million.

The rate reductions provided
by RCA Alascom thus far have
saved the public some $110
million since RCA Alascom com-
menced operation in 1971. In
addition, the company has ex-
pended $70 million for improv-
ing and expanding the system.

“or more than double the amount

of its commitment.
This sizable investment 1s
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wever, only the first install

<nt on the total amount RCA -
Alascom planis to invest. in the
future of Alaska to .insure tha
the state has communications
facilities as good, diverse and
efficient - as those available in
the contiguous 48 states.

In pursuit of this communi-
cations  goal,  RCA Alascom’s
total plant additions could ex-
ceed $200 million in 1976 and
could ‘reach a ‘total of $270
million in 1980.




