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reviewsocsocsocs-
drilling
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SdrillingdrillingBydrilling
By LONE E . JANSONJANSON-

No
JANSON-

No
JANSON-

NoNo decision is forthcom-
ing

forthcomforthcom-forthcom-
ing

¬-

ing as yet on a motion byby-

three
by-

threethree North Slope villagesvillages-

and
villages-

andand two individual EskimosEskimos-

asking
Eskimos-

askingasking for a preliminarypreliminary-
injunction

preliminary-
injunctioninjunction which would efef-efef-

fectively
ef-

fectively
¬-

fectively halt drilling fromfrom-

Exxon's
from-

Exxon'sExxon'sExxons'' Duck Island wellwell-

in

well-

inin the Beaufort Sea . TheThe-

suit
The-

suitsuit , brought by three ArcArc-Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
¬-

tic Slope villages and two-

individual
twotwo-

mdividualindividualmdividual Eskimos againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe Corps of Engineers ,, asksasks-

that
asks-

thatthat the permit issued byby-

the
by-

thethe Corps for constructionconstruction-
ofof the gravel Duck Island-
drilling

IslandIsland-
drillingdrilling pad and subsequentsubsequent-
oiloil and gas exploration bebe-

revoked
be-

revokedrevoked and set aside .

The permit was improimpro-impro-

perly
impro-

perly
¬-

perly issued , say the plainplain-plain-

tiffs
plain-

tiffs
¬-

tiffs , because of improperimproper-
notice

improper-
noticenotice , and lack of environenviron-environ-

mental
environ-

mental

¬-

mental impact statement ,,

water quality certification ,

and consideration of the im-

pact
imim-imim-

pact

¬-

pact on endangered species .

Friday'sFridays' hearing , beforebefore-

Judge
before-

JudgeJudge James A . von derder-

Heydt
der-

HeydtHeydt , was on a motion forfor-

preliminary
for-

preliminarypreliminary injunction toto-

halt
to-

halthalt drilling while thesethese-

things
these-

thingsthings are looked into moremore-

thoroughly
more-

thoroughlythoroughly . The judge dede-dede-

clined

de-

clined

¬-

clined to act immediately ,

and asked for more inforinfor-infor-

mation
infor-

mation

¬-

mation . Briefs are to bebe-

prepared
be-

preparedprepared by both sides andand-

presented
and-

presentedpresented to him on FridayFriday-

December
Friday-

DecemberDecember 15IS .

During the hearing thethe-

judge
the-

judgejudge heard J . Scott Grun-GrunGrun-

dy
Grun-

dy
Grun-

dy
-

dy , Regional Supervisor ,

Habitat Protection SectionSection-

of
Section-

ofof Alaska Department ofof-

Fish

of-

FishFish and Game , outline aa-

blowout
a-

blowoutblowout scenario which ilil-ilil-

lustrates

il-

lustrates

¬-

lustrates the concerns of thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment ..

"OnOn" April Fool'sFools'' Day , anan-

oil

an-

oiloil blowout occurs throughthrough-

oror surrounding the well caca-caca-

sing
ca-

sing

¬-

sing and all immediate at-

tempts
atat-atat-

tempts

¬-

tempts to control the situasitua-situa-

tion

situa-

tion

¬-

tion are unsuccessful TheThe-

flow

The-

flowflow is comparable to aa-

good

a-

goodgood well in the PrudhoePrudhoe-

Bay

Prudhoe-

BayBay Development Area as-

the

asas-

thethe uncontrolled flownow is

20.0002000020,000., barrels of oil perper-

See

per-

See

per-

See( SeeSeeNATIVESNATIVES , STAThSTAnSTATn ,

PagePJge Threerhrce )
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day (bpd ) .

"ExxonExxon" takes immediateimmediate-
action

immediate-
actionaction and has thethe.supportthesupportthe.support-
of

.supportsupport. .suPport-

ofof all agencies and indusinduindus-indusindus-
try

¬-

try in the PmdhoePrudhoe ,
BayBay-

Development
Bay-

DevelopmentDevelopment Area PBDA((PBDA ) .

Several approaches . to killkill-

the
kill-

thethe oil flow are simultaneosimultaneo-simultaneo-
usly

simultaneo-
usly

¬-

usly pursued by Exxon .

Their last chance alternativealternative-
requires

alternative-
requiresrequires the construction ofof-

a
of-

aa new gravel drilling padpad-

and
pad-

andand the drilling of a reliefrelief-

well
relief-

wellwell .

"BecauseBecause" of the potenpoten-p ten-ten¬-

tial of fire ;, the proposedProposed-
well

proposed-
well

,
well is located four to fivefive-

thousandJe
five-

thousandthousandthousandJe, feett from ,. the exisexis-exisexi-
su

exis-

g
exis-exisexis-

ting

-:'¬-
tingutingg well sitesitsite-

-sit-
e

sitewhere,.- "wherewhere
"

where therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be both up wind andand-

upupupp current from.from'from.' the longlong-long-

shore
long-

shore
¬-

.

shore drift should the opeope-opeope-

ration
pe-pepe-

ration
-¬-

ration continue after breakbreak-break-
up

¬.-
up . A convenient rig isis-

freed
is-

freedfreed in the PBDA and momo-mmo-
ved

-¬

vedvcdvedviavia the gravel roadrpadrorpad-
system

dd-

systemsystem and the bottom fastfast-

ice
fast-

iceice to the drill site location .

'TheThe"The'""' rig-uprigup- and supplysupply-
See

*. (See NATIVES , Page Five )
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operationoper tion consumes ( onlyonly-
seven

only-
sevenseven days . The directional-directionaldirectional-
ly

directional-
1y

-
ly1y drilleddrilledyellwell\yellyell\ proceeds exex-exex-

tremely
*.-

tremely well ; the five thouthou-thou-
sand

thou-
sand

¬-

sand foot target is reachedrereached-
within

chedched-
withinwithin 14 daysd ys , and one dayday-

later
day-

laterlater the wellwwell'iswellisll'isllis''is contained . .,"
The time lapse for thisthis-

allgoeswell
this-

allgoeswellall-goes-wellallgoeswell-- - scenario is 4040-

days
40-

daysdays . If the blowout occur-occuroccur-
ed

occur-
ed

occur-
ed

-

.
ed on May 1 , breakup wowo-wo-
uld

wo-
uld

-¬

ulduldoccuroccur before the ' blowblow-blow-
out

blow-
out

¬-

out could be controlled andand-
aa large quantity of oiloil-

would
oil-

wouldwould be washed out to thethe-
sea

the-
seasea .

Testimony on this scenascena-scenascena-
rio

scena-
rio

,¬-

rio brought out that itit-

would
it-

wouldwould , indeed , be an "all-"allall"all-

goeswell
"all-

goeswell
"all-

goeswell
" -

goes-wellgoeswell- " situation . AnyAny-

number
Any-

numbernumber of things could lenlen-lenlen-

gthen
len-

gthen
¬-

gthengthenthe-thethe-,':.thethe.tl f,ftimetime ,
'-

ana
a- na'
and ititis-isis.- isis-

doubtful
ss-

doubtfuldoubtful'' ifif-ifthe.- the ' wellw ll couldcould-
be

could-
bebe containedcontaicontaine&before'atcontainebeforeatedbefore&'

, before ;:'at least1east

60 daysd ys .

Gruh'dyGruhdyGrundyGU'dydy' said his originaloriginal-

recommendations
original-

recommendationsrecommendations for thethe-
pennit

the-
permitpermitpennit calledcaIled for a cessaeessa-eessaeessa-

See
essa*.-

(Seee NATIVESNATI , Page Ten)
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.TheThe. .TT.ngeriera1.TTher judge'judgej' ,! &
' '

.
, aske4.faske4fasked

' , .tt..,.tforrforr forfor-
counsel

for-
counsel

. counselcounsel oiTbothonon bolli'SIdesbolliSIdesboth'sides'of'thesidesofthesides ofthe'the''.questionquestion,.questionquesti
.

*:tf94o
'
to ',

,
presenfPpresentf:, briefsoriefsbriefs-

by
;

by nextnext-'Fridaynext'FridayFridaynext'Fridayaddressing.- Friday addressingaddresaddressing-
specifically

gg-

spespecificallyspe ifically thet questionquestin? :

ShouldShould the Corps of EngiBng-BngBng-
iteerS

Engi-EngiEngi-

'neers
{¬-

neersiteerS'neersneers' looklokl ok atatthethe-the.- producproduc-produc-
tion

produc-
tion

¬-

tion phase inin'preparinginpreparing'preparing thethe-the-
ir

the-
ir

¬-

irImpactStatementEnvironmental-EnvironmentalEnvironmentalImpactEnvironmer al-alalhrtact- Impacthrtact.,
prepa'redStatement?' TheEISThe ?: EIS prepaprepa-prepaprepa-

red
¬-

'-

red
r-

ed'red by . the ' Corps1cOrpsCoups ' was aa-

genera
a-

generalgeneralgenera) one for the,. BeauBeau-Beau-
fort

Beau-
fort

¬-

fort Sea operations ; JudgeIJudge-
von

udgeudge-
vonVon der Heydt would like toto-

see
to-

seesee one which is site specj-specjspeci-specispecj-
fic

spespeci-

ficoand
,
-

ficficoand, and ._ looksJooks at conditionsconditions-
and

conditions-
andand effectseff cts of Duck .IslandIslandIsland-
Well

.Island-
WellWell NumberNumbeJNumber: OneQne .


