Native leaders
praise Cowper
for session
Starts June 25

by Geoll Kennedy
for thse Tuodrs Times

Muore praise than optimism,

That's how several leaders of
Alaska Native groups reacted to Gov,
Steve Cowper's calling the Legisluture
into special session next week

“It"s good that the Legisliure's go-
ing back and taking another look w
i, " said Broce Oskolkoff, the ex-
ceutive  director of the Ninilchik
Nmive Association.

Cowper comments
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Now that the federal government
has released its plans for waking over
management of fish and game om its
lunds in Alaskn, lawmakers may take
n fresh look ot the 1ssue, he smid

"“There may be more unity
for @ compromise, ** Oskolkoff said,

But he was less opltimistic about
chances of getting a constitutional
amendment providing a subsistence
preference for rural Alaska Natiyes,

Even if the suste changes the con-
stitution 1o provide u rurml preference,
b said, thent's mot what the villages had
int i

“We're real happy.” Mich De-
mientieff, chairman of the Tanana
Chiefs Conference, said about
Cowper's action. But Demientieff ex-
pressed concern thit the governor is
considering n compromise that would

comtinusd on pEge Ive




* Native leaders react to special session

coilinuird o Eage one

require another vole i four years o
continue  whatever vilbsistence  law
CInETEos,

The governor needs 0 continue o
pressure the Legislature (o ermct & sub
sstence lnw, Denuentiell said.

He has the ""hammer of the
budger,” Demientielf sadd, but he's
uncentamn whether the governor has the
conviction (o use the threat of vetomg,
the state budger 1o lorce a vole on
s istence,

TWe've seen the legislutors under
lire ot home o do something about
wubsistence,  he said. L hope we cin
Pevermgee that o get the 1ssue belore the
voters

Denuentelt smd he doesn’t know
why legishitors nre reluctant 1o put the
asite belore the volers an the
Muvemnber genenil ¢lection

Like Dementietf, Julie Kitka, pres
dent of the Alaska Federaton of
Nutives, prosed Cowper's uetlon

“We are delighted that the gover
nor has twken this siep,” she saud
“We feel thut such a lederul takevver
will be o trugedy  Outside hureaucrats
und judges should not be managing
state Lish and gume. ™

Kitka predicted the complexity of a
systerm managed by bath the stie on
stite lunds wind the feddral govermment
v federal lands would pmpose hard
ships an subsistence users and create
widdespread conbusmon and Lingatim

She also warned that the Nuopve
conmmnity will oppose any attempt b
witidken federal legmshition thi proteces
subsistepce rights of mral Alwskany

Sam Demientiel]. the eaelunive
divector ol the  Farbanks  Nabive
Assodintion, also supporied Cowper s
ACTHMN

Sam Demientie (! wouldn't predice
whiait the legaslators wall do, but he saud
Alskuns should Kave the nght W
determome thewr vwn destiny, instemd
of letting the federal governmen
mangge Dish and gume in Aluska,

1 wonld hope the legislaiors would
give the people of Alaska the nght 1o
vite om 1, Sam Demmentiet! sawl

Bob Polasky, the director ol sub-
sistence and natural resowrces for the
Rurnl Alaskn Communiy Action Pro.
grom;, also prinsed the cill for a specil
sELRON

U bappy that be did i1, Polusky
sanid, “teven though he doesn 1 hive the
vires,

Polusky sccused legislators oppasd
e o constitational  pmendment o
“holding up the public’s opportunity
o speak up on fis ssue,

Forcing the specinl session was the
correct strategy, Polasky said.

It puts the onus on the
Legislature.

olasky wouldn't predict whether
the governor's strategy would work,
but %:vbcllﬂﬂ the governor should
threaten 10 veto the budget if
legislators don't support o constitu-
tional amendment.,

Robert Willard, president of the
Southeast Native Subsistence Com-
mission agrees with this *“hardball ™
approich,

“He's got o red pen,” Willard said.
“That line item vefo 18 a big club on
his side. ™

But Willard wouldn't  predict
whether the governor would use the
upproach.

e agreed with Kitka that the federal
tukeover would be bad for everyone.

"It makes no sense (O turn over

management (0 the fedeml

just because & percent of the people
tiake 4 percent of the fish and G
he said. In Southeast Alnska, he said,

subsistence users take just | percent
of the rcgmn's salmon. "’
“1 don’t see why all the furor. ™
The governor’s action pleased him,

Willend susd, bot he diesn't know how
Liwmakets can devise b subsistence
soluteon o conform o the 1980 Alaska
Nutonal Interest Lands Conservanon
At and 1o the stite constituion

The federal law requires u sub-
sistence preference for vl Alaskans,
but the state Supreme Court declared
the siale rural preference law
unconstituticonal,

Willurd saad trving 1o wmend
ANILCA would only backlire.

Clvs going o tuke a while before
Comgress wollld even consuder thag, it
wirtld be yeirs,” " he smid. After that
wme, 1 doubt they would give n
back. ™

The federnl govermment could even
Ly o take over muanagement of lish
mnd  pame on ostate lond as owell,
Willard s

Myron Nancog, president of (he
Association ol Village Council
Preswents, was Jukowarm i his prisie
ol Cowper's action

“The governor tinally  did
somethong, ' Naneng sibd. "1 an the
right direction. It wall show us which
directiom the state Lepwlature will

g

Urban  legislators will - probably
recognize the nead for solving the sub-
sistence problem und come up with
some type of solunon,  Naneng
predicted.

it of they fad 1 do so, be saud, they
will re-ativm the AVCP positon tha
rural Alaskans necd o work more
closely with the tederal government

The ussocianon was disuppointed
with the lemporary regulations tha go
o effect Julv | when the federal
government lakes over management of
fish and game on s lands, e sad.
Those regulations were wo sumlar to
the swte ones, Naneng wud.

ey Hoelferle, the escoutive
tirecton of the Brsiol Hay Natwve
Assocmton, had even less prse tor
the povermor s aclun.

“The tming and the moment may
have pussed,” Hoetlerle sand

Hut Cowper realizes he hud o do
sumething becowse people were call
g on fm o exerdise leaderstap.
Hoetlerle said,

Bul Hoelferle doubts Cowper s
the necessary twothinds vote o boih
the House and Senale w pass a con
stituitional amendment onto the volers

‘We've seen the
legislators under
fire at home to do
something about
subsistence. |
hope we can lever-
age that to get the
issue before the
voters.

—Mitch Demientietf

Too muny |egislators: are *“strict
comstuctiomsts, . who need 10 by
cducated on Aleska Natives “hirth
vight " w0 hive off the land

Hocflerle calied sdbastence  the
Teornerstone of theyr Difestyle

“Subsistence rights are pant ol tw
soctil comtract that we have lorged.”™
he s




