Russians chose
high bluffs for
their first fort

The Russians chose their firm
triding in the Bristol Bay [Alexan
drovski Redoubt), because of jts loga-
ton te its high bluffs which were &
noticeshle feature in the Nushaguk Hay
aren

The first chapel was baili in 8§32
The Eskimo name Tor the Nushagak
sile, and rivéer s Tahlekuk o
Tuthlekok , which means ke an elbow
The Nushagak River has a shape like
an elbow

For many years, (1 B00- TR28) when
the Eskimo people ont the shores ol the
Bering Sea in the Nushagak arca began
o welcome Orthodoxy there wis very
lintle missiondry sctivity

Alter [H21, several poests were sent
from Siberia (o0 Alaska. The mis.
sionary activities in Russian America
I Alaska) were divided among Tour
priests whose hesdquaners were al
Sitka, Kodiak Islsnd, Unalasks and
Atka.

In the spring of 1829 Father
Veninminov arrived at Alexundroyski
Redoubt to visit the few Christians,
Russians and mixed blood peaple liv-
ing there.

.]‘-Ic met 14 Eskimos living there who
were traders and coudd travel, so he
attempied 10 convert them so they
could spread the Orthodox Chnstiant-
ty. He knew he would not be able to
ravel as much as they.

He succeeded in baptizing 13 peo-
ple. They hel spread Orthodox
Christianity. The priesis presented
each person who was baptized a cop-
per cross. During this time many peo-
ple heard they were baptizing people,
st they went 1o be baptized. Since this
time people began being baptized and
I the meaning of their Orthadox
religion.

After 1840, one of the main efforts
of Bishop Innocent in Alaskn was to
create three new mission districts in
the heart of Alaska, The Nushagak
Mission, the Kenai Mission and
Kwikpak Mission.

The Orthodox religion is still around
the Bristol Bay area today.



