Reindeer industry started in 1892

A reindeer uidustry  progran in
Alnska had begon o 1842, The
retndeet industry  wis organized 1o
help promade a permanent economy Lor
the Lskimwy people

In 1896 the Moravian mission al
Carmel, once a village located near
Nushigak, asked the Burenu ol BEducs
tion 1o send thein reindeer lor the
TSSO

In 1) the Carmel mission was
recorded us having received BR deer
T'he reindeer herd that had been sent
1 Carmel were kept during the sum
mer and slaughtered in the fall

Some of the eindeer meat was sent
1o nenrhy canneries as an addition o
their oo supply. They hoped that the
procedures wonld be followed the nex
year and reindeer would become a
somrce of ol supply for the Mo
vinn mossion ot Carmel.

A Moravian mussionary hid decided
to transfer 3OO deer from the
Kuskokwim to the Copper River in
|94 . The trunsfer began in Deocemnber
of that year

During the transfer the herd became
stranded near Hiamna Lake and re
muined there, This effect led more
reindeer into the Nushagak and Toguak
regions

n 1906 the Moravians at Carmel
decided to close the mussion. There is
no evidence ax 1o why it closed. Later

alter the mussion was closed, new
government reindeer stations were
started ot Choggiung, Iater called Dill
ingham and Ugashik

115 stuted that there was an estimute
of 400 reindeer at Choggiung in 1913
l'here might have been more or even
less. There is little informuation s
available

Reindeer had been said w be sighted
near the Wood River Lakes region and
on the Kokwok River. The reindec:
were Native owned. There were also
Edkimo herders who worked for the
government who took care of some
reindecr.

In ndditon, there wore reparts of five
men hving i nearby villages of the
Kokwok River who owned reindee)
themselves totnling about 260, Near-
iy half of the total reindeer there were
owned by one person

During the beginning of the |940s
there wis & total of about K000
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reindeer in Southwestern Alaska, The
Nuative cooperative held the majority
of Nitive owned reindeer

In the late 19405 reindeer started
ssappearing in the Nushagak River
region and the Togwmk area. Some
reasany for the disa pearance was
because of the lack of knowledge of
how 1o herd the reindeer and disease
spread from one reindeer 1o the other

Lapp berders had been usked to
comme 1o Alaska to teach the Eskimaoy
how (o herd and ke care of reindeer
The people around the Bristol Bay
region had a Hard time learning what
was being taoght to them on reindeer
herding.

The indusiry that had disuppeared
had no long-term eoffects on the
Eskimo way of life becanse reindeer
herding didn’t fit into the pattern of
the village or traditional way ol life
to the Yup'ik people.



