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Indigenous people own the land

To the editor

My name s Putricia Kohler. 1 am
a l7-year-old tribal member and resi-
denl of Alcknagik.

Subsistence is the issue T'would hike
1o speak oul on. Subsistence is 8 way
of life Tor the indigenous people of
Aluski, Tt always has been and always
will be,

O July 1, 1 will be participating i
the subsistence FISH-IN at Kenal in
order 0 assert iy cights as an ine
digenons imdividual of Aduska.

It i oy belied that the Tund and wll
resomrces  belong only 1o the in
digenous people and that we have
every nght to use and control them as
we ste fit. We, av indigenous people
of Alsska wod the loaders of wmor-
ow, doonot need laws that tell us
when, where and how 1o eat our T
from the lands and waters of Alaska

Ul u differemt note, | would like to

see the truth taught i dur schools ﬁr-
imining 1o Alaskan history. e
Koslivizoy Memorandum of 1867 ad-
dressed 10 Secretary of Suste William
Seward proves that the United States
bought only a few bundred acres of
land with truding posts,

W e not waght that dn ol and
I wint that to be changed. School s
i place to denrn, and that is the place
where we students should learn the
truth about our “"Cireat Land, "

We, the youth of today, need 1o
counle pogether and take o st in
order 1o hive a better tomorrow for
virsclves, our children and grangd-
children. 1usk for your support in this
matter, and if you have uny questions
or comments place write 1o me at Box
191, Aleknagik 99555 Thunk you,

Sincerely,

Patricin Kohler
Aleknagik

‘Tumbleweeds’ is demeaning

To the editor:

The images of Indians and Eskimos
in the media has not always
been flattering, as everyone knows.
Indians, more than Eskimos, have
been the rnuﬂfmts of negutive imag-
ing through the popular arts: comics,
TV Westerns, films.

Even today, at this more or less
enlightened of Amencan history,
old movies still are shown on cable
networks depicting the stereotyped
“Injun’ who speaks in clipped
English and progects o brutal, sub-
humun world view that s shown as be-
ing wnferior to the * mamifest-desting ™
ing proneers

Imagine an Indian or Exkimo child
who today trns on hes or her TV sel
and must Tace these out-dited and

—

racint images of their own ancestors.
The responsibility for showing these
insulting movies lies with the owners
of the cable networks, us well as the
owners of the local franchises that
trlmmrl the cable shows.

IPpcun every day in the An-
thr:mgr tmes a temibly insultng and
racist  comic  strip called
“Tumbleweeds' by the cartoonist
Tom Ryun.

This comic stnp has been in the
newspiaper Tor years, and despite my
protest here, | doubt that the owners
and editors of the Times will see o
take that conme strip oul,

Why! Because their ““reader
surveys™  probubly  don’t show
anything wrong with the com sinp
i Question.




e Racist comic

Coriiasd o e Dwo

But let me point ool a few things
Adiy, conme strp thint regularly porrays
Indians as half-naked, pidgin-English
talking stereotyped caricatures marked
by ugly, hdeous Taces would be
judged rucist and olfensive by Ly
vivilized persomn. This s exactly how
“Tumblewesds portrays American
Iiwdisns, doy after day, on the so-called
Tlunny  pages’ of ain Alaskan
newWspaper

After repeated protests, the editor
ol the Juneaw Empire finally ook
CTumbleweeds™ ofl the comics page
and replaced ot with o dilferent one.
Bul the Anchorage Fimey persists in
printing racist images of Indians, even
atn i state whete there are many. Indin
residents

1 Fil wo see the logic behind carry-
ing an isulting comie strp, amd | hope
my prodest in this leties will help riise
conciousness  around the  Times
newsroom and i the editor’s chair,
“Tumbleweeeds” must go someday
The sooner the better,

In u recent comic strip published,
one of the “‘Injuns”” calls another In-
dhiain by the name of “"Chief Running
Nose ™ That really is not funny

The names Indians gave to
themselves i the past were Indian
names, hased on spiritual links to their
own peaple, “Chiel Running Nose™
gy be o runnimg gag in comic sirip
histiry, but os nd longer Tunny.

And 1o comtimue the msualt, another
charmacter rephies, in broken English,
just Jike on those old TV movies, **Me
ot remermnber what you wikd me, "

Excuse me. but Indians do not talk
that way and never did, except i the
fevered maginatioms of Hollywood
senipiwriers. Should this disgraceful
practice confipue”

Should the Ancharage Times be a
party to such racism, direct or in-
direct”? Thie answier is o big resounding
“*Nol™

“Tumbleweeds™ 1s a throwback to
ignornce and stupidity. There is no
longer u place for it in American
newspapers amd - espeally not n
Alaskan newspapers, By being sen
sitive to the images that canoons wnd
comics partray . newspaper editors cian
wicld far-reaching power.

The editor of the Juneau Empire
used his education and sensitivity to
throw out o bad comic strip, Now s
the ume for the Anchorage Times 10
stunedd up and be counted as @
newspuper thit shows respect for all
people in this state

Daniel Bloom
Junecau



