Thlingit Nations to gather this week

by Thlsu-Goo- Y ailth- Thice
Rudy Jumes

KETCHIKAN — The Kuiu Kwuan
ol the Kuiu Thliingit Natios and the
luant'a Kaon ol the T angaash
Phlingit Nanon, are co-hosting @
ater e 1990 Assembly of the o
ned Councils of Elders, gathering in
Ketchikan, swrung Thursday and end
g Salunday
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OPINION

Uhe tradhitional tribal elders repre
st the Councils of Elders of the n
digeromrs Almsko tribes andd natons. In
vitations have been wnd are belng ex
tended 1o the Thling, Tnuic Yopik.
Inmat, Eskimio, Aleat, Athabasdan,
Handi and Dena’ lna peoples

This will be the first gathenng ol i
ki 1 mwsdern times. Only the radi

voral trebil elders or thedr designated
representatives or interpreters will be
allowed o Speak, partcipale  and
deliberate in the lorial sessions

Mo other governing or political body
hiis the power, the prestige. the full
reaparisibilities as the tradibonal ribal
government, which has successiully
served andigenous peoples for
thousands of years No other entity can
il the duties that belong only to the
Ursditional Councils of Elders that are
based on troditional tribal laws

The mdigenous peoples of Alasky
tave come o n dranitic crossroads im
which crucind chowes have 1w be nade
Powertul Torces wre pushing for wnal
dssmmbnton of idigenous Natives o
the Buropean ymmmgram socweties nnd
Hlestyviy

Eovplly powerful Torees are work
il fon the reternition of the subsstence
Litestvle amd self-determimnton. The
chowes ire sample

P assest ooosel -determunation. the
winnpact ol ree associstion, an act of
the US. Congress, offers the in-
digenous people of Aliska <ignificam
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The indigenous peoples of Alaska
have come to a dramatic cross-
roads in which crucial choices have

to be made.

and imporant  chimces concerming
varying degrees of daysoctilion with the
LS. povernment

T most important assemblage of
the: trndional tribal elders, represens
g the vars ll‘IlihEi:mH.I-. naons af
the region of Alaska, wall alfin thei
signitures mmd symbols represenung
therr tribe and notion on o sealskin

Stnce trme immemorial the Nanive
aders  wold ellers have prepared
themselves lor special occasions amd
events ol great importance by Tasing
and prayer Some elders may choose
1 chy this

Tribal elders and thewr retinue are

encouraged o bring traditwonal tribal
repilin

There will be emtemtamment m the
evenmg, in the form ol tradinonal
tribal songs and dances, storvielling
and speech-making, by both the men
A wonTien

Phete will be o registration fee ol
Ml per tnibal group o help defray the
ity of the assemblage Free housing
may be wrranged for delegites

For Turther indonmation please con
et the Tobal Elders Conference
Route 2, Hox 7, Ketchikan 9991 |, o
Fax 12006 1649242



