Professor suggests
Alaska, Hawaii
trade cooperation

FAIRHANKS — The United States
has bl SO stars on s Mag for more
than MY veawrs — long enodeh thud ps
Americans don’t even remember the
days when Alaska and Hawan were
ool full Nedged members of the unon

Many of the Alaskans and
Howmars John Whitehead, o Univer-
sity ol Adnska Fairbanks professor, has
besan tudking to, though, remember thad
time very well

A professior of history m UAF,
Whuchewd' started inping conversa
tiss with statehood s viscates from
the twis territories in L1981 and 14 cur-
rontly writing 2 book  about (heir
eHons

1 was hoping 1o find thar Alasks
and Hnwan couperited with each othir
us they went through the process, '
Whireheid sind. “"While each knew
that the other was pursiing statehood,
i et there was very little conpera:
tien between the twa

Accordimg 1 Whinehead, the twi
termiories had two difterent motives
bor puresuing statehood . Alaskans had
srown resentiul of the Chitside contral
al ity petple and resources and viewed
statehood G @ means for gaiming
pohiical and  economic  sclf
determimation

Three decades later, America's
newes! statey sl Tack more than a
woken amount o econonme and
pobincal conpemnon — something that
Whitehem! can’t hgure oot

TP wve asked people invalved in the
stitehood movernents it they have ever
thowsght of conrdinating Pacific trade
and investments. They say it by
crissed their minds, but gone no fur-
ther, ™" he smid

According 1o Whithead, the maich
i tadurad. A cenmury ugo, fur truders
anl whalers often truveled between the
Iwi regions, and even loday, the ULS.
military organizes jts forces in both
states under the Pacilic commuantd

Both states hie on or within the
Pacihic Kim and hive resoudces the
other vould uwe

I weems very ogieal . Aluska hos
the natural sesources, smd Hiowan has
the expertise with the pobiticians,
banks and other mmor imstications n
Asin | think there's an awful lin ol
cppartunity e cooperate, but righi
now, il's delinifely not  there,”’
Whitehead sanl,



