Opinion

You could be a Native foster parent

by Goenrge Charles
liw i Toondew 1 Risies

Uhe whea of Spicat Days — Saturday

andd Suncny it the Universiny of Alisk
Anchorage — brings to mumd an op
watimity  for choace,  lor unother
LCI.!II'II'IIHE. Knowing as our gncesiors
have that we are all healers and tha
we need only o sk that only god
spuriis guide s,

It 15 on o day hike ths that we all
remember that we are hunters, war-
nirs, pathers, caretukers, deaision
makers, storytellers, helpers, healiers
amdd preservers of the trinons

Iy wias ot by chisice thiat some of us
lve lost part of our heritage. Bur )
18 By chowe thit we feclam out
hentage. Lot us exend that chowe o
all var ehddren 1ot on make sure tha
i imire chtlidren lose then henige
thitar Gulture, thetr fouls

Lt s protect out greates) resounee
onr children. the pest genemmion
ot s gave all ot chldren a chance s

pain conbrlemce, sell-esteei and prode
i thewmelvies wwl their heritage

Currently, o great oeied exlsis lor
Matve fster homes i Anchorige
The muority of Natve cluldren being
placed in foster care, either Tor shen
uir ot term care, ane placed i non
Nubive Domes or i group environ
mens

Even though a non- Native home can
be a lifesaver for 4 Native chilkd, the
cultural shock can couse additional
trovma jo these children. And while
these nom-Ndtive homes are good
bisnses, o chilidren are losing part of
their caltuee, thelr woots, their wenn-
v and thetr heriige

Matve foster homes are virtadly
mon existent for o numibe) of rensons
Moany people are not dwdre of how
great the need v A reluctunge 1o
Becotne mvilved with @ government
ety enests, along with concerns
reparEling Cost and space

Misconceptmns  abour the e

CRITETRR DS I Deioane o LosLer parent
prevud ds well. Many people bolieve
4 loster parent must be  married
Single  people, however, glw cun
yuahity,

iy Duture depends on our children
Let's muke sure they get o keep their
Culiwre, henitage amd roots, Let's help
them fo be h:uﬁh-n hunwetiemal and pro
ductive human beings,

Lt us do more thun just enpoy this
ay as wee all celebrute Spirn Days. Lot
us o miore than just think abom how

prcal Wi are as Natve peoply

Lt us truly comumm ourselves w real
aetinn, 1 truby thinking about tking
care of our own children.

D elders before us have waght us
o e responsible amd thig we tike Care
Ul our own becaise we kow our own
people best. Our future depends on
voi Be an Alaskn Nitive or Amenicin
Incyan foster pirent,

Yupik Eskimo George Charles 5 0
foster care specilist ar Cook Inles
Frvbwal Conginry],



