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the joint committee on school per-
formanceformance which sen lloyd jones R

ketchikan and I1 chair held a public
meeting recently in kotzebue to
review the past accomplishments otof
the group as well as to discuss
strategy and its goals for the next
legislative session
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OPINION
OPINION

although the committee praised its
progress last session in improvingamproimpro ing
schooling inin alaska we all agreedvagreed that
one of our top priorities next session
and in the future is to address greater
equity inin educational funding in alaska
and the need for continued develop
ment of early childhoodheadstart
programs statewide

last session we were successful inin
passing two measures that created a
state education policy that mandates
the alaska board of education to
adopt statewide goals implemented by
each school district requires the com-
pilation

com-
pipi lation ot a school report card to bet
ter access the performance otof schools
sets up a tundfund for the improvement ai0iof
school performance establishes ad
visokyvisorvvisory boards in unincorporated areas
mdand provides torfor the development and
implementation otof a physical preven
tativedative maintenance program torfor school
facilities

in addition a special interagency
coordinating committee on schoolsschools
was formed to aid social and health
services within school districts in iden

tidyingtifvingtifying and helping students at risk
the bill requires the department otof

community and regional affairs the
state department otof education and the
department of health and social ser
vices to implement the provisions otof
the bill

another bill sponsored bvby the com-
mittee thaithat did not pass the legislature
last session would have set up an ear
ly childhood and parenting education
committee to provide training torfor
school districts and set up earlyearlvearla
childhood programs torfor municipalities
that do not have headstartreadstartHeadRead start programs

even though the bill did not pisspass
5 million in Headheadstdrtheadstartstart funds were

awarded through welfare reform to
starttart new programs andor serve some
otof the 964 children currently on
waiting lists throughout the state with
existing headstartHead start programs the
committee vowed to pursue the early
childhood and parenting education
portion of the measure next session

the meeting focused on the state
foundation funding formula the
mechanism for distributing 70 million
to single and multiple site school
districts

ustlast session several measures were
introduced to correct the inequity inin

herent in the foundation formulaformulas s
method of distributing funds for
education however only technical
changes to the formula were approved

the mechanism isis based on the
average daily membership of kids
identified by grade levels or enroll
ment in special programs the formula
assesses basic need where education
is taking place inin the state minus the
resources that local government con
tributes lo10to education funding is
granted accordingly

however because the same formula

is used for funding both single and
dual site school districts on a per child
basis the foundation funding formula
does not provide equity

increased cost otof providing educa-
tion in rural multiple site districts
allows these areas to receive more
state assistance than some incorporated
school districts due to an inability otof
unincorporated areas to generate
revenue through property taxes

however children who live and at-
tend school on native lands receive
federal impact monies that contribute
to education rather than slatestate funds
tromfrom the foundation formula

therefore there is tremendous
discrepancy in per child funding for
example funding ranges from
2792627.926 per child in the aleutian

region to 5988 per child in the mat
su area

further because the fundingfundin9
mechanism was put into law several
years ago changes inin the economic
situation throughout the state have
skewed the formula as it applies to
funding currently

the funding formula alters
assistance to an area if there are atten-
dance changes or property value
depreciates or appreciates this pro-
vision of the formula has allowed for
additional money over the past few

1

years to be distributed to areas where
there is property devaluation primari-
ly urban areas

rural school districts have received
tarfar less because generally property
valuesvalyes dont change in these areas

however most otof the areas receiv-
ing increases in funding have con-
tinued to contribute the same amount
or have increased local contribution to
education even though property in
these areas assessed at less value the
end result is that the larger
municipalities in the state have more
money overall for education

fhethe joint school performance com-
mittee intends to continue to tocuslocus at-
tention on improving methods otit
educational funding especially lorlot
preschoolpre school and headstartHeadstart type pro-
grams with the idea of ultimately cap-
turing funding to serve all kids that
need these programs

we feel this would be the single big-
gest contribution to improving school
performance in the state of alaska
everything else aside if kids start out
right inin the educational system they
will have a better chance of success
all the way through school the first
introduction to school is crucial to im-
press a kid with the education process
for life


