Panel targets pre-school programs

by Hep. Elleen . Muacl.can

lair iha  Diapadrs 1inives

Phie Jowot Commamunee on SChiowl Per-
formance, winch Sen. Lloyd Jones, R-
Ketchikan, and [ chir, held o public
mectng  recently an Kotzebue 1o
review the past accomplishments ol
the group, os well ay W discuss
siritegy amd ats goals lor the nest
legislative sesson

Inupiat Paitot
People's Herftage

OPINION

Although the commuttes pravsed us
progress last session in improving
sehionling i Alaske, we all agreed tha
e OF oue L PrsTIles nest session
did an the future o5 o address greater
cyuity in educptional funding in Alaska
and e need Tor conlinued Jdevelop
ment of early  childhoods Headstan
[rogrims stilewiide

Last session we were successtul in
passing two measures that created a
stpte cducatiom pohioy thal mandites
the Alaska Bourd of Education
adopt statew ide gouls implemented by
cuch school distnct, regquires the com
pilation ol a school report card o bet
er aceess the performance of sohools,
sty upr i b Tor the improveiment of
whool performance, establishes o
Visory bogirids im unimeors irated areas
wd pros ades for the developient and
ynplementation ol a physcal preven:
Laive iainte nan e progiemn list Schion)
tacilines

fn aidckitwon, a specinl ntermdency

vaardinating  cominitlee on sehoals
was lormed o aod socgal amd health
wrrvives withim school disthicts in nlen

tifviong aid helping students ot risk
The ball requares the Department of
Community and Regional Atlairs, ihe
State Department of Education amd (he
Department of Health and Sociol Ser
vices W implement the provisions o
the il
Another bl sponsored by the comy-
rietee v did mod pass e Legasiatune
last sessuon wimibed have sel ap dan car
Iy childhood and parenting education
cofiiiites o provide trming ey
sehoirl distnots and sel up early
chitldbood progeams Tor muwmonpalities
thust oy oot have Headstan programs.
v thoush the il did mot pass.,
S5 ondlion e Headstarn lumds were
dwaided through wellire relorm o
SLUNT W RO TS anc! of serve sime
of dhe 963 chddren curmently  on
wanting lists throughout the state with
cxisting  Headstart programs,  The
commites viowed 10 pursue the carly
childhood and parenting  education
artion of the measure next session,
The meeting fovused on the <date
foundution  tunding  lormula,  the
miechanism for distnboting $70 mulhion
W single and multiple-site schoal
disinets

Last session, severid imdasuies were
imtroduced to correct the meguiny in
herent in the foundution formula’s
method of  distributing  funds  for
ertucation. However, only wchnical
changes o the Tormula were approved

I'he mechamsm s based on the
wverage daily membership of kids
wlentitiedd by grsde levels or eneoll
mientn special programs. Phe fomks
ansesses bayie need where education
i tnking place w the stade. mimus the
resirees that locil ROV EImment cimn-
iribuies 1 education,  Funidimg s
gramted secordingly,

Homeever, becaiuse the same formmula

s dsed for funding both single and
el -site sehool dostricts onm s per chakd
hasis. the toundation funding torm i
dogs nol provele egquny

lnereased cout of providing edoca-
i an tdral multiple-site  distnets
allows these arean 0 receive more
shinle ssistance than some incorporlod
i hvesal dhistrrens due toown amibaliny o)
tiineorporated  areds oo peneriie
revenue throueh properny lxes,

Hiwvever, children who bhve and @
terel school on Native lamds recenvk
Fedieral tropact mores thid contribule
o edueation, rather than state tands
Promnt the fenamdanion bormidlii

Therelone.  ihere s tremendois
diserepaney w per child landing, For
exampie.  tunding  ranges  [rom
%0826 per chidd o the  Aleutian
Region 1o S5 988 per chuld i the Mt
Su urca

Further. because the Tundimg
e amiamm was pul o liw severil
veurs ago, changes in the econom
situation throughout the stale have
kewed the formula as o applies o
tunding currently:

The funding formuls  alters
dssistance 1o an area if there are aiten:
dance changes or propeny  vilue
deprecintes or apprecites. This pro
vision of the formula his allowed for
additional money over the past lew

veurs Lo be distnibated 1o arcas where
HEre 5 propeny devaluation, jrimari
IV urban areas
Hiral sebool distnwts hiave received
lur less bovause penergdly propers
vilues dont change in these areas
However. st ol the arcas receis

ANE Increnses an lumding have con

tipued o contibule the shme amouim
ol e imereisesd local contibubion
cllucation. even though propery
s fredis dssessed) b bess value 1w
end result ia that the larger
umicipalities in e stide have mofe
miomney overal] Tor edocuihom

Uhie Joand School Perdormanmee LCom
Hitee ey 1o compime G odus
ki on improving  asethods ol
clucational tonding, expecially for
pressehonl amd Heawdstar type pro-
grams, with the idea of ultimately cap
tuning londing 10 secve all kids tha
necd these progriams

W feel this would be the simgle b
gest comtniraton (o improvaing schiowl
pertormance o the stite of Alaska
Evervthing else aside, i kids stan om
ripht m the educational systeny (s
will have o better chance of sucoess
all the wiy through schiool. The Tiest
introcduction o sehool vy crogl toom
prress i knd with the edicanion provess
for hile



