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Editorial CommentComment-Comme-
ntLand

Comme-
ntLand

-
Land Selection PrioritiesPrioritiesT-

heThe Alaska , Federation of Natives Board of DirectorsDirectors-
and

Directors-
andand the GovernorGovernor of the State of Alaska , William ,A .

EganEpan , camecame"' face to face last weekend in Anchorage .

TheThe meetingmeting was quietly dramatic. It was part of thethe-
guts

the-
guts.

, . ' _ Ji-JJiJ_ . _ . . _ _ _ .! _ _AL * - i ! Al L : '- i Atguts work in thetheeffort, effort to resolve the mechanicsmechanics-ofmechanicsof'ofof thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska native land claims solution . This one involvedinvolved-
land

involved-
landland selection priorities.. Each entityentity-theentitythe-- the AFNAFNAFNandand thethe-
Statewants

the-
StatewantsStateState-wantsStatewants--wants to be first in selecting lands after the claimsclaims-
is

claims-
isis settled , the State to continuecontinJ.lecontinJle. its selections after itit-
has

it-
hashas alreadyalr acty selected some 1711 million acres of primeprime-
land

prime-
landland before the land freeze . The AFN hopes to have thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst selection rights with the settlement of theth claimsclaims-claimsclaims-
and

claims-
and

--
and , we think , rightlyrightly'sorightlysorightly-sorightlyso-' so .

The AFN is toiling with the unenviable job of relinrelin-relin-
quishin

relin-
quishin9

¬-

quishingquishin9quishin its rights to some 300 million acres of landland-
the

land-
thethe native people have been accustomed to using in thethe-
habitation

the-
habitationhabitation of this northern land . In return for extinextin-extin-
quishing

extin-
quishing

¬-

guishingquishing of land rights, the statewide group is asking inin-
return

in-
returnreturn of land it deems is not even enough . .

The powerful forcesforces'thatforcesthat'' that arearere working for the right ofof-
the

of-
thethe state to select lands firstfirstshould.shouldshould., should also think back thatthat-
the

that-
thethe state already has had the privilegerivilege;> of , having the firstfirst-
choice

first-
choicechoice in selecting the initial primeprime:11prime11prime.17prime17;{;:. 17 million acres ofof-
land

of-
landland . TheJTheJ, AFNAFNwe," ,we think , isis"actoallyisactoally"actually not asking ' tootoo-
much

too-
muchmuch while relinquishing its rights to'milliontomillionto

'
million and millionsmillions-

ofof acres of land . It is also a fact that the greatestdreatestd'reatest
' porpor-por-

tion
por-

tion
¬-

tion of land selected will be around the immediate areasareas-
of

areas-
ofof villages , much of which the state would not wantwant-
anyway

want-
anywayanyway .

,'
We do not think the Alaska Federation of Natives isis-

unreasonableunreasonable in asking for the right to ,select lands firstfirst-
for

first-
forfor its people . AFN is asking for greatest justice pospos-pos-
sible

pos-
sible

-¬-

sible under the dire circumstancescircumstances-thecircumstancesthe-- the relinquishmentrelinquishment-
andand extinguishment of rights to lands .

Other VoicesJ1oicesJ1Yokes-Yokesoices-oices- .

WhatwhatoiceswhatYokesWhat
' WinWill HappenHappen-

Settle'To 'the SettlementSettlementA-
ll

Settle ent <,

All indications are that the land rights battlebattfe'whichbattfewhichbattle'whichbattlewhich' which hashas-
been

has-
been'wagedbeenbeenwagedbeen'waged/wagedwaged'waged/, '

, by the Alaska Federation , of ', NativesNativesiNativesini inin-
Washington

inin-
WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . may , finally , be drawing totoItoaI, a close .

TheU.STheUSTheIJ.STheIJSThe ,U.SUS. ,. House
'-

of
o-f'of Representatives and the Senate havehave-

already
have-

alreadyalready ', passed a Land ' Rights , Bill . It isis therefore quitequite-
conceivable

quite-
conceivableconceivable that by "thethe'the"' end of the year , theretherewil'willwill', l bebe-
a

be-
aa Land Rights Settlement . <

From informationinformation-informationavailable
- available at this timetime, itit.seemsitseems., seems$88ms88ms$ thethe-

final
the-

finalfinal .settlementsettlement., will allow the Native !:; people , throaghthroughthrough-
aa number of regional Native corporations in the state , to '

retainretain'titleretaintitle' title to 404O'million4Omillion40'million40million' million acresacres"o-
r

acreso-
r

acres-o-
racre-so-r"-or more of land andandwillandwill-

also
andwill-

also
, will

also give them cash and royalties equal to the sum \, ofof-
approximately

of-
approximatelyapproximately one billion dollars .

'

.InIn'In' .In this editorial ., I would like to express my concern '

regarding some of the potential problemsproblems'il1problemsil1'inin'' in a oneonene billion '

dollar cash and royaltyroyalt settlement . ,_ '

'

,One ,. billion dollars is'is' a sizeablesizeable'sumsizeablesum' sum and if used prop'ro-p'ropro-p'ro-
perly

pro-
perly ' ¬-

perly , the money could help alleviate many of the severesevere-
problems

severesevere-
problemsproblems of , poverty presentlypre$8ntlypre8ntly$ ,found in rurafvillagesurarvillagesrural"villagesruralvillagesurar" villages ,

but if itit'isitis'isis'' is spent unwisely , it could disappear in 10 to
15 , yearsyears., It seems5eems 'toto;' to me that ' the base capitalcapltal ., of aa-
billion

a-
billionbillion dollars must remain and cannotccnnotcannotnnot be spent onon'pro-on'proonproon'proj-
ects

on'pro-
jects

'propro' -¬-
jects or programsprogra-'msprogra-msprograms'

, unless such expenditures can increaseincrease-
the

increase-
thethe' billion dollars . For instance ,. if the money is used forfor-
loans

for-
loansforloansloansfor,for businesses , the capital can be returned and thethe-
amountof

.

amountamountof,. of money could grow from one billionbillion.tobilliontobillion-tobillionto,..-to,
manymanymany-

billionsbillions of dollars .." ,
I' " '

'
<,

>.

"

, 'I ., ,.

"' *>'
(11(<,', The money couldcOlldcot'ldcotld!' also be invested in banksbanks ,;, stocks'andstocksandstocks'and-
municipal

' '

:;.municipalmunicipal. bonds. These , areare/allareallareallIareallwords/, allallwords
I, words foreign to mostmost-

Alaska
most-

AlaskaAlaska Natives , but are wordswordswordstheythey must learn the mmeanmean-meanmean-
ing

an-anan-
ing

¬-
'

ing of if they are to protect their '
Land RightsR ghts

.
SettleSettle-Settle-

ment
.¬-

mentm L.
It is very discouraging tottotomeme to see the number ofof-

peopl
of-

people
,
peoplepeopl , especially non-NativesnonNativesnon.NativesnonNatives-. , who have hypotheticalhypotheticallyly '

, ,

.

, . >/

, ' .' ,

. alreadyalr y spentnt the 'NativeNativeNativeNative :;, Land ClaimsCIClaimsims SettlementsSettlementttl rrentent . ManyManyMany-
peoQlepeoplepeoQle inin the state ,, feel that once the settlement is made ,
Native ' people shouldsh Jld install'install'nst 1I their .-own

o-wn., own sewersewer'systemssewersystemssewer ' systems ,
pay for .allall., all their , health careCare , support '

;',the educationecucationecucation-
system

education-
system

.:

system and
'-
supplement

s-

upplement'-
supplement

s-

upplement
'
supplement existing housing programspr 9fams:> . ' IfIf-

the
If-

thethe moneymoney'
isiS'spentiSspent' spent inin.thisinthis,. this wayway , the childrenchildre'andchildreandchildren'andchildrenand., ' and grand-grandgrandegrand-

children
grand-

children
- ,

children ' of thethe'NativetheNative'NativeNative' people will trulytr ly* wonder what ,

happened
.

to the Land
,
Claims

.
Settlement
, '

,
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"Lettersrs fromfroin HereHer. 'and

4-

- Therethere'lltherell'
' . . .

: :::: , <

White Mountain City CouncilCouncil-
White

Council-
WhiteWhite MountainMountain-
Alaska

Mountain-
AlaskaAlaska/AlaskaAlaska99784I/, 99784998499784-

Robert

99784-

Robert

?

Robert EE.. McleanMclean-
Administrative

Mclean-
AdministrativeAdministrative OfficerOfficer-
BIA.United

Officer-
BIAUnitedBIA-UnitedBIAUnitedBIA.UnitedBIAUnited-. Pacificclflc BuildingBuildl9Buildl9-
2nd

Building-
2nd

!'2nd AvenueAvenue-
Seattle

Avenue-
SeattleSeattle., Washington .

Dear MrMr ., McleanMcl an :

ThereThin ireereuu'Umors. rumors\'Umors'UmorsUmorsrumors\' circulatingcirculating-
toto the effecteCfect that the services ofof-
the

of-
thethe North Star III will be disdis-dis-
continued

dis-
continued

-¬-

continued , and may be replacedreplaced-
either

replaced-
eithereither by the military or privateprivate-
enterprise

private-
enterpriseenterprise... .

The '-village
v-

illage
"-

village
v-

illage'" village of White MounMoun-Moun-
tain

Moun-
tain

-¬-

tain has not received any writtenwritten-
word

written-
wordword of thisthis., whatsoever , andand-
this

and-
thisthis is nearly as bad as an insult .

WhyWh )' has White Mountain , or any

*c111-
1ofof thethevI: villagesllages .forfor:. fforor!; thatth'at/matterth'atthatmatterth'atmatter-
not

that'
'mattermatter'/ matter-

notnot heardtteardheard from
"' '-whomever

w- homever' whomever1whomever ' isis-
bringing

is-
bringingbringing ' thisthis'about'-about

a-bout'aboutabout?? We think'think' '

since'slnceslnce', since'NorthsinceNorth' Northorth Star'lllStarlllStarlllJStar ' 1I1 Is servicingservicing-
ususus., ;,' we should at '*

, least have aa-
vol

a-
voicedvoicedvoldd'opinion'opinionopinion' in ' this

,'
matter .
'-

White
W-

hite
'-

WhiteMountain

'

The NativeNative
'

villagevillage'ofvillageof:' of whiteWhite-
MountainMountain as ' a whole are thorthor-thor-
oughly

thor-
oughly'satisf

¬-
oughlyoughly'satisfoughlysatisf

"'satisfiedled withwith what'what'
NorthNorth-

Star
North-

StarStar III has
'

donedonedone'and' 'andand' and Is stillstill-
doing

still-
doingdoing . They have done usususserserser-serser-
vice

¬.-
vice, althoughalthough ours is a veryvery-
small

very-
smallsmall village.. They have mademade-
sure

made-
suresure we get all of our groceries..
Can we be sure anybody elseelse-
would

else-
wouldwould and could do as much ?

We would appreciate hearinghearing-
from

hearing-
fromfrom somebody what really isIs-

going
is-

goinggoing on . '
Thank you .

George Ashenfelter , PresidentPresident-

Sincerely

PrePresident-

Sincerely

ldent

Sincerely ,
George Ashenfelter , PresidentPresident-
White

President-
WhiteWhite MountainMountah'lMountahl ' City CouncilCouncil-
White

Council-
WhiteWhite Mountain , Alaska

Book ReviewReview-ReviewReview-
Indian

Review-
Indian

-
, Indian , WhiteWhite-
Man

White-
Man

,

Man : FriendsFriends"-
A

.11.
<

.

"AAMA" STORY ABOUTABOUfABOUT AN IN-ININ-
DIAN

ININ-
DIAN

-.
DIAN , A IWHTTEMAN\WHITEMANWHITEMANAWHITEMANIWHITEMAN\ ,; ' AND AA-
LONG

A-
LONGLONG STRETCHSTtETCHST OF. RIVER ."

That'sThats' the sub-titlesubtitle-- <', of , AlanAlan-
Fry's

Alan-
Fry'sFry'sFrysFry'snew' new book COME 'AA

'
A LONGLONG-

JOURNEY
LONG-

JOURNEYJOURNEY . It'sIts' set in , thethe-
Yukon

the-
YukonYukon TerritoryTemtory todaytOday-aDdtOdayaDdtoday-andand-and it'sitsit.s'. '"

about an Indian and1da a WhitemanWhiteman-
slowly

Whiteman-
slowlyslowly becoming friends.. AsAs-
their

As-
theirtheir canoe travels down thethe-
wild

the-
wildwild Yukon River , along thethe-
deserted

the-
deserteddeserted Klondike Gold RushRush-
trail

Rush-
trailtrail , the 'whitewhite'

narrator getsgets-
along

gets-
alongalong wellwen withwithith Dave , hisIndianIndian-
guide.but

India-
nguidebutguide.butguidebutguide-butguidebutguide.,-but always on a white-whitewhite-
Indian

white-
Indian

white-
Indian

-
Indian basis:.:. Despite their jokesjokes-
about

jokes-
aboutabout it , the racial

.
barrier isis-

always
is-

alwaysalways there .,
Then slowly the barrierbattier bebe-bebe-

gins
¬.-

ginsgins to crumblerumble ._ AfterMttr manymany-
days

many-
daysdays of shooting rapids , camping ,
stalkingsWking grizzliesgrizUies and fishing toto-toto-
gether

to-
gether

-¬

gether , Dave
''

, beginsbgins to open up .
By a flickering campfirecampfue he teUstellsteUs-

stories
tells-

storiesstories of his peoplepeeple . 'TheThe' stories ,
like the deserted Indian villagesvillages-
they

villages-
theythey drift by in the canoe , showshow-
what

show-
whatwhat it is to be an Indian in aa-
whiteman's

a-
whitemap'swhiteman'swhitemanswhitemap'swhitemaps' woridworldwopd.. The white-whitewhite-
man

white-
man

-.
man understandsunderstands-andunderstandsand-and with thatthat-
understanding

that-
understandingunderstanding comes a deepdeep-
friendship

deep-
friendshipfriendship that is soon

.
to bebe-

tested
be-

testedtested..
While , vthe

\
thetheIII1theImainIII1inI' stoiystorystoryJstorydealsJ,

,
dealsdeals-

with
deals-

withwith Dave and'and' the narratornarrator-
slowly

narrator-
slowlyslowly becoming friends , moremore-
than

more-
thanthan . half of the bookbool('

is takentaken-
up

taken-
upup tby4by,by Dave'sDaves' ststoriesries about InIn-InIn-
dian

¬.-
dian'dian
'

life .
,

The first-thefirstthefmthefm -thethe- stoiystorystoiyofstoryofofof-
K'Anta

of-
K'Antapicture'ofK'AntaKAnta' ,; paintspaints'apaintsa'-a

a'a striking picturepicture-
of
'-
of

o-f'-of
o-f'of an Indian boyboygrowing,_ growing up inin-
the

in-
thethe days .beforebefore., diethe whiteman'whiteman'whiteman-
arrived

,'whiteman-
arrivedarrived in force , when K'Anta'sKAntasK'Anta's-
people'traded

K'Anta's-
people

' '
peoplepeople'tradedpeopletraded' traded with ,thethefTlingitthefTlingit-
who

*'TlingitTlingit-
who 'who in turn tooktOok fursfun >, to thethe-
coast

the-
coastcoast to sell to the whitemen.. ,

'TheThe', second stoiystorystt>ry describesdescribes-
how

describes-
howhow Dave"' kept , two cheechakocheechako-
whitemen

cheechako-
whitemenwhitemen alive , in the bush '

throughthro a bitterbit er winterwinter'onlywinteronly'onlyonly' toto-
become

to-
becomebecome"abecome'abecome -"a"aa-'a'a- -"""' : goddamnedddamned
,

, Indian "
when they returned to ' whitewhite-white-
man's

white-
man's

-¬-
man'smans' civilizationcivilizatioo'IcivilizatiooI:... ', , '

Last yearyeyear, t, BritishBriti3h Columbia'sColumbiasColumbiaColumbia's-
Alan

',
Alan FryFryhit, hit the Canadian best-bestbest-
seller

best-
seller

--!
sellerseHer

.' listslists.withlistswithwith.with.
' his toughtouh angryanryry-

J

rypo-
rtrayal

angry-
portrayalJ portrayalportrayalofof IndianIndia1 , miserymiJery ononioni-
reservationsreservations in HOW

, ,

A PEOPLE ',

" N""-

t
t '.

DIEOlE .; V"
I

IRAI RA CouncilCouncil-
Native

Council-
Native

,

NativeNativetillageVillage\tillagetillage\ of StebbinsStebbins-
Stebbins

Stebbins-
StebbinsStebbins.., AlaskaAlaska-
OctCber

Alaska-
OctoberOctoberOctCber? 24 , 19711971-

The

1971-

TheThe Honorable Ted StevensStevens-
United

Stevens-
UnitedUnited States SenatorSenatSenator-
Senate

rr-
SenateSenate Office BuildingBuilding-
Washington

Building-
WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. .

OearDear SirSir::

We the people of the nativenative-
village

native-
villagevillage of Stebbins are concernedConcerned-
that

Concerned-
thatthat the North Star service toto-
our

to-
ourour village mightmightbe-bebe'be-' discontidiscontldisconti-disconti-
nued

¬.-
nued .

We have heard rumors thatthat-
the

that-
thethe government is'doingisdoingisis 'doing a studystudy-
to

study-
tototo determine the cost of opera-operaopera-
ting

operat-
Jng

opera-
4

--
,,

, tingtJng4
' theth' North Star comparedc'ompared' toto-

the
to-

the,, the cost of shippingshipping by commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-
cialcialial carrierscarriers:,. ,

1' 'JJ'-
JHow

'

How come no one has askedasked-
us

asked-
usus what we think about itit??

We would like to have a saysay-
In

say-
inin any studies or changesch/JngeschJnges/ thatthat''
affect our village .

We have been very satisfiedsatisfied-
with

satisfied-
withwith the service provided by thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorthNorth Star and we would likeliI <e toto-
see

to-
seeseesee those servicesservkes continued .

- We would appreciatepprecl te it if youyou-
tell

you-
telltell-telltellus-' us what is planned for thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorthNorth Star service andandandgivegive us anan-

opportunity
an-

opportunityopportunity to express youryou opiopi-opiopi-
nions

¬.-
nions .

.ThankThank., Thank you forfor your, attenatten-aUatten-
tion

en-enen-
tio

-¬-
' 'tiontiotion .

SincereSinter-Sinter
SinterIRA

-!, '

IRA SeZSe Treas..IRAMr
Mr . Peter Martin

Barter Island ., AlaskaAlaska-

DearDear Rock :
.

We have a problem'problem' in thisthis-
'r

this-
village'rr' village . TheThe'' people , areirare' havinghaving-
trouble

having-
troubletrouble ,. in the postposoffiCepostoffice(, office.. WeWe-

have
We-

havehave to look out the window toto-
see

to-
seesee if the PostPost,0fficePost0ffice,v

, OffOfficeice , is open .
,When, we are soso

,
busybus playingplaying-

we" we don'tdontdon'tseedontseedon't.seedont.see' ., see the postmaster
.

gogo-
to

go-
toto the post officeoffie:..

, ,. jg ,

'
:'. 141-

4hope
t

'

'
I hope we have a betterbetter'post-better'postbetterpostbetter'post-

master
'postpostpost ¬.-

master someday and the
,

otherother-
villages"too

other-
villagesvillagesvillages"toovillagestoo"too;. .,

'oj-'ojoj'o-

jGoodby

' *- ""

Good-byGoodby'Good-by'Good
.' -- . ,

, ::: :::
Sincerely yoursyoyoursrs,

Roy Akootchook , Jr .
7th GradeGrade-

Barterr

rade

BarterBarterrBarterrIsland: Island , AlaskaAlaska-

DearDear Rock ;

We havehavesome, somesomlt same troubletrouble-
asas your peopleoplep '

have . We havehave-
sore

have-
soresore necks cause our post mastermaster-
do

master-
dodo not go to post office onon-
time

on-
timetime . We have to look out thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool windowwindow and we look andand-
we

and-
wewe look and he did go in time .

AndArId have some trouble looloo-loo-
king

loo-
king

-¬-

king out from our house too .

So many people have troubletrouble-
looking

trouble-
lookinglooking inin their window to seesee-

the
see-

thethe post mastermaster go to 'thethe' postpost-
office

post-
officeoffice.. The post master name isis-

Jimmy
is-

JimmyJimmy and he don'tdont' go in time.

I am six grade andand' 13 years oldold-
and

old-
andand I' born in 1958 and my dad'sdadsdad's-
name

dad's-
name

'
name is Tommy O . Gordon andand-
my

and-
mymy mom'smoms' name is Evelyn GorGor-Gor-
don

¬.-
don .

Sincerely ,
Mickey Gordon

Barter Island , AlaskaAlaska-

DearDear RockieRockle :

We do have problems withwith-
our

with-
ourour post office . When we arearareare-
notnot in school we have to sitsit-
and

sit-
andandand lookllooklookoutokokoutout the window . WhenWhen-
we

When-
wewe are playing out we have toto-
look

to-
looklook if our postmaster will open ..,

Sometimes we get to busy playplay-play-
ing

¬.-
inglng',,, and don'tdontdon't'seedontsee' ' see the postmanpostman-
goJhere

postman-
gogo.theregotheregoJherego .. (here .. , jI hope we have a betbet-bet-
ter

¬.-

ter jt( postmaster . We hope .thethethe-
other

the-
other

.

other villages have better postpost-post-
master

¬.-
'T1aT1a'masterer too.

Yours Sincerely ,

Nathan GordonGordonIGordon-
7th

Gordon-
7th

I

7th Grade

Barter Island , AlaskaAlaska-

DearDear Rocky :

WeWe do have problem with outoutIout-
post

out-
post

I

post office too . The postmasterpostmaster-
slip

postmaster-
slipslip in the 'postpost' officeoffi e withoutwithout-
the

without-
thethe people seeing him ., SomeSome-Some-
times

Some-
times

-¬-
times , we don'tdont' mail our letters ,

butbut'tbutt'todaytoday' day we caughtCaught the postpost-
master

post-
mastermaster

,and , went to ,
:the .,

postpost-
office

post-
officeoffice ;.' WeWe do hope you help ourour-
village

our-
villagevillagevillage'with ourour postpostst offofficeice. '"'

YoursVo rs sincerely ,
Charles BrowerBrower-
6th

Brower-
6th6th Grade

Barter Island1 land ., AlaskaAlaska-

DearDear Rock :

,< We read in youryour paper a whilewhile-
back

while-
backback were ' someonesomeonesomeonewaswas havinghaving-
problems

having-
problemsproblems , withwltttwith'

their
' post bffjceofficeoffice .

-, Mr . Rock , we too have problemsproblems .
When weweare,

are atatathomea homehome wewe have toto-
sit

to-
sitsit andandlook

., look out the window ofof-
our

of-
ourour homeshomes., sosso" wewe maymaymayseeseesesee thethe-
post

the-
postpost man '-goings

g-

oings' going " to work . ItIt-
would

It-
wouldwould really

'
helph lp us too , if we 11-

had
,.

hadhadI'regularregularI' regularegular'"'
hourshhoursUrs , ., in ' which toto-

watch
to-

watchwatch ' for the postman . ItsIts-
reallY

Its-
reallyreallyreallY' toughtOU9h , watchingw tchlng for somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

-¬' ; (

thing thatthatmay
,

may notlotot happen .
" ' '

Yours Sin4rSincerelySincerelyIY, v,

Edward RexfordReRexford
,ford ., 7th7th Grade


