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Land Selection PrioritiesPrioritiesT-

heThe Alaska , Federation of Natives Board of DirectorsDirectors-
and

Directors-
andand the GovernorGovernor of the State of Alaska , William ,A .

EganEpan , camecame"' face to face last weekend in Anchorage .

TheThe meetingmeting was quietly dramatic . It was part of thethe-
guts

the-
guts.

, .' _ Ji-JJiJ_ . _ . . _ _ _ . !_ _AL * - i ! Al L : '- i Atguts work in thetheeffort, effort to resolve the mechanicsmechanics-ofmechanicsof'ofof thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska native land claims solution. This one involvedinvolved-
land

involved-
landland selection priorities.. Each entityentity-theentitythe-- the AFNAFNAFNandand thethe-
Statewants

the-
StatewantsStateState-wantsStatewants--wants to be first in selecting lands after the claimsclaims-
is

claims-
isis settled , the State to continuecontinJ.lecontinJle. its selections after itit-
has

it-
hashas alreadyalr acty selected some 1711 million acres of primeprime-
land

prime-
landland before the land freeze . The AFN hopes to have thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst selection rights with the settlement of theth claimsclaims-claimsclaims-
and

claims-
and

--
and , we think , rightlyrightly'sorightlysorightly-sorightlyso-' so .

The AFN is toiling with the unenviable job of relinrelin-relin-
quishin

relin-
quishin9

¬-

quishingquishin9quishin its rights to some 300 million acres of landland-
the

land-
thethe native people have been accustomed to using in thethe-
habitation

the-
habitationhabitation of this northern land . In return for extinextin-extin-
quishing

extin-
quishing

¬-

guishingquishing of land rights, the statewide group is asking inin-
return

in-
returnreturn of land it deems is not even enough . .

The powerful forcesforces'thatforcesthat'' that arearere working for the right ofof-
the

of-
thethe state to select lands firstfirstshould.shouldshould.,should also think back thatthat-
the

that-
thethe state already has had the privilegerivilege;> of , having the firstfirst-
choice

first-
choicechoice in selecting the initial primeprime:11prime11prime.17prime17;{;:. 17 million acres ofof-
land

of-
landland . TheJTheJ, AFNAFNwe," ,we think , isis"actoallyisactoally"actually not asking ' tootoo-
much

too-
muchmuch while relinquishing its rights to'milliontomillionto

'
million and millionsmillions-

ofof acres of land . It is also a fact that the greatestdreatestd'reatest
' porpor-por-

tion
por-

tion
¬-

tion of land selected will be around the immediate areasareas-
of

areas-
ofof villages , much of which the state would not wantwant-
anyway

want-
anywayanyway .

,'

We do not think the Alaska Federation of Natives isis-
unreasonableunreasonable in asking for the right to ,select lands firstfirst-
for

first-
forfor its people . AFN is asking for greatest justice pospos-pos-
sible

pos-
sible

-¬-

sible under the dire circumstancescircumstances-thecircumstancesthe--the relinquishmentrelinquishment-
andand extinguishment of rights to lands .


