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WhatwhatoiceswhatYokesWhat
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All indications are that the land rights battlebattfe'whichbattfewhichbattle'whichbattlewhich' which hashas-
been

has-
been'wagedbeenbeenwagedbeen'waged/wagedwaged'waged/, '

, by the Alaska Federation , of ', NativesNativesiNativesini inin-
Washington

inin-
WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . may , finally , be drawing totoItoaI, a close .

TheU.STheUSTheIJ.STheIJSThe ,U.SUS. ,. House
'-

of
o-f'of Representatives and the Senate havehave-

already
have-

alreadyalready ', passed a Land ' Rights , Bill . It isis therefore quitequite-
conceivable

quite-
conceivableconceivable that by "thethe'the"' end of the year , theretherewil'willwill', l bebe-
a

be-
aa Land Rights Settlement . <

From informationinformation-informationavailable
-
available at this timetime, itit.seemsitseems., seems$88ms88ms$ thethe-

final
the-

finalfinal .settlementsettlement., will allow the Native !:; people , throaghthroughthrough-
aa number of regional Native corporations in the state , to'

retainretain'titleretaintitle' title to 404O'million4Omillion40'million40million' million acresacres"o-
racreso-racres-o-
racre-so-r"-or more of land andandwillandwill-

also
andwill-

also
, will

also give them cash and royalties equal to the sum \, ofof-
approximately

of-
approximatelyapproximately one billion dollars .

'

.InIn'In' .In this editorial ., I would like to express my concern '

regarding some of the potential problemsproblems'il1problemsil1'inin'' in a oneonene billion '

dollar cash and royaltyroyalt settlement . ,_ '

'

,One ,. billion dollars is'is' a sizeablesizeable'sumsizeablesum' sum and if used prop'ro-p'ropro-p'ro-
perly

pro-
perly ' ¬-

perly , the money could help alleviate many of the severesevere-
problems

severesevere-
problemsproblems of , poverty presentlypre$8ntlypre8ntly$ ,found in rurafvillagesurarvillagesrural"villagesruralvillagesurar" villages ,

but if itit'isitis'isis'' is spent unwisely , it could disappear in 10 to
15 , yearsyears., It seems5eems 'toto;' to me that ' the base capitalcapltal ., of aa-
billion

a-
billionbillion dollars must remain and cannotccnnotcannotnnot be spent onon'pro-on'proonproon'proj-
ects

on'pro-
jects

'propro' -¬-
jects or programsprogra-'msprogra-msprograms'

, unless such expenditures can increaseincrease-
the

increase-
thethe' billion dollars . For instance ,. if the money is used forfor-
loans

for-
loansforloansloansfor,for businesses , the capital can be returned and thethe-
amountof

.

amountamountof,. of money could grow from one billionbillion.tobilliontobillion-tobillionto,..-to,
manymanymany-

billionsbillions of dollars .." ,
I' "

'
'
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"

, 'I ., ,.

"' *>'
(11(<,', The money couldcOlldcot'ldcotld!' also be invested in banksbanks ,;, stocks'andstocksandstocks'and-
municipal

' '

:;.municipalmunicipal. bonds. These , areare/allareallareallIareallwords/, allallwords
I, words foreign to mostmost-

Alaska
most-

AlaskaAlaska Natives , but are wordswordswordstheythey must learn the mmeanmean-meanmean-
ing

an-anan-
ing

¬-
'

ing of if they are to protect their '
Land RightsR ghts

.
SettleSettle-Settle-

ment
.¬-

mentm L.
It is very discouraging tottotomeme to see the number ofof-

peopl
of-

people
,
peoplepeopl , especially non-NativesnonNativesnon.NativesnonNatives-. , who have hypotheticalhypotheticallyly '

, ,

.

, . >/

, ' .' ,

. alreadyalr y spentnt the 'NativeNativeNativeNative :;, Land ClaimsCIClaimsims SettlementsSettlementttl rrentent . ManyManyMany-
peoQlepeoplepeoQle inin the state ,, feel that once the settlement is made ,
Native ' people shouldsh Jld install'install'nst 1I their .-own

o-wn., own sewersewer'systemssewersystemssewer ' systems ,
pay for .allall., all their , health careCare , support '

;',the educationecucationecucation-
system

education-
system

.:

system and
'-
supplement

s-

upplement'-
supplement

s-

upplement
'
supplement existing housing programspr 9fams:> . ' IfIf-

the
If-

thethe moneymoney'
isiS'spentiSspent' spent inin.thisinthis,. this wayway , the childrenchildre'andchildreandchildren'andchildrenand., ' and grand-grandgrandegrand-

children
grand-

children
- ,

children ' of thethe'NativetheNative'NativeNative' people will trulytr ly* wonder what ,

happened
.

to the Land
,
Claims

.
Settlement
, '
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