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AA 14 man Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives delegation arrived inin-
Washington

in-
WashingtonWashington , this week to testifytestify-
onon the land claims issue .

The Washington delegation ,.
led by AFN PresidentPresidntPresid nt DonDon-
Wright

Don-
WrightWright hopes to convince thethe-
joint

the-
jointjoint Senate-HouseSenateHouse- ConferenceConference-
Committee

Conference-
Committee.CommitteeCommittee., on land claimsdaims , sche.sche-.sche.sche-
duled

. ¬-.
duledduledto, to begin 'workwork' this week ,
to give

,
Alaska Natives first prioprio--¬-

rity in selection of land .

If they cannot achieve theirtheir-
minimum

their-
minimumminimum settlement of 40 milmil-mil-
lion

¬.-
lion acres of land and primaryprimary-
selection

primary-
selectionselection rights the AFN willwill-
consider

will-
considerconsider trying to kill a landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims bill thisthil! sessionssion of ConCon-Con-
gress

¬.-
gress.

. .
"TheThe'The"' minimum acceptableacceptable-

legilative
acceptable-

legislativelegislativelegilative$ settlement is 40 milmil-milmil-
lion

'.-
lion acres ' in fee,

,fee simple titletitle-
with

title-
withwithwithselectwithselectionselectionselect on rights on the full
40 million acres which havehave-
absolute

have-
absoluteabsolute priority over additionaladditional-
selections

additional-
selectionsselections by the State of AlaskaAlaska-
oror the Federal Government ,."
according to ., a memo to thethe-
Governor

the-
GovernorGovernor released Sunday bybby-
AFN

)"
AFN President Don WrightWright-

"If
..

"IfIf" this minimum goal cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
be'achievedbebe'achievedbeachieved' achievedchieved in Conference ,." thethe-
memo

the-
memo ..memo continued , "thethe.the" NativesNatives-
will

Natives-
willwill have.have. no other recourse thanthan-
to

than-
toto attempt to kill the bill ",

, inin-
conference

in-
conferenceconference ; if that fails ,. to fightfight-
the

fight-
thethe conference

, reportport 'inin'in-
j'inthe' in thethe-

House.and
the-

HouseHouseHouse.andHouseand',
_. and SenateSenteJJateate ,. and ififthatif/thatifthatifthatf-

ails
/thatthat/, j/thatthat-

failsfails >\, to ask. the President toto-
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veto the bill ."
In a special appearance at theththe-

AFNAFN Board meeting on Friday ,
Governor William A . Egan reafreaf-reaf-
firmed

¬.-
firmedfmned that he , as representativerepresentative-
ofof theth State , was committed toto-
support

to-
supportsupport the House of RepresenRepresen-Represen-
tatives

¬.-
tatives bill land provisionsprovisions-
throughthroughprovisionsthrougha prior promise made toto-
Senate

to-
SenateSenate Interior SubcommitteeSubcommittee-
Chairman

Subcommittee-
ChairmanChairman John Haley .

According to the provisionsprovisions-
ofof the House bill the nativesnatives-
would

natives-
wouldwould makemakeaa first selection of
16 million acresacres followed by thethe-
state

the-
statestate completing its selection

Tteforeeorebefore( the natives could choosechaosechaose-
thei

choose-
theirtheirthei [, remaining 24 to 26 millionmillion-
acres

'
acres..

Under the Senate version , thethe-
natives

the-
nativesnatives could select 30 millionmillion-
acres

million-
acresacres contiguous to villages andand-
and

and-
andand another 10 million acresacres-
before

acres-
beforebefore the state could withdrawwithdraw-
any

withdraw-
anyany more land .

The AFN is asking for GoverGover-Gover-
nor

Gover-
nor

¬-

nor Egan'sEgans' support for their-theirtheir-
selection

their-
selection

-.

selection priority . AFN leadersleaders-
expect

leaders-
expectexpect the House-SenateHouseSenateHouse.sHouses-.- nate confeconfe-confe-
rence

confe-
rence

¬-

rence committee to complete itsits-
work

its-
workwork after the Thanskgiving rere-rere-
cess

re-
cess

¬-

cess.,

In the pastpas-
Il

: weekwee the GoverGover-Gover-
nor

¬.-
nor and AttorneyfieneralAttorney'eeneralAttorneyeeneralAtto ' eneral JohnJohn-
Havelock

John-
HavelockHavelock have repeatedly saidsaid-
the

said-
thethe state will oppose any 'freefree'free-
floating

'free-
floating

'
floating1floating' native ,. selections . Also, ,
the Governor has continued toto-
insist

to-
insistinsist heh is committed to supsup-sup-
port

sup-
port

-¬-

port the House version .

"II" support you on all otherother-
issues

other-
issuesissues ," the Governor told thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN board on Friday after hehe-
arrived

he-
arrivedarrived at the meeting to a stanstOO-stOOstan-stanstOO-

ding
stan-

ding

¬-

ding ovation from(rom almost SO50SO-

AFN
50-

AFNAFN board members , lawyers ,
consultants and .nativenative.,

observersobservers-
crowded

observers-
crowdedcrowded into the tiny BIA concon-concon-
ference

con-
ference

-¬

ference-roomferenceroomferenceroomference 'roOmroOm-room-'- in ',
'
the Kaloa BuilBuil-Bui-

lding
Buil-

ding
¬-

ding... "' ;,,
"

Accordingccording ' toto\AFNtoAFN1\
; AFN PresidentPresident-

Don
President-

Don
'

Don Wrightright , thethe
,
natives should'should'should-

not

'-should
s-

hould'-shouldnot'

notnot-
I

notpanicpanic '!' if the
!'

;
,
conferenceco ference 'reoreo're-'rere' re¬-

I

port does not come out beforebefore-
Congress

before-
CongressCongress adjourns for its sixsix-
week

six-
weekweek recess in December . WithWith-
an

With-
anan election next year , CongressCongress-Congress-
men

Congress-
men

-¬-
men and Senators will be underunder-
an

under-
anan increased pressure in thethe-
Spring

the-
SpringSpring and the natives cannotcannot-
lose

cannot-
loselose by waiting a few months oror-
a

or-
aa year longer.

According to the 5 pagepage-
memo

page-
memomemo Don Wright wrote toto-
Gov

to-
GovGov ,. Egan , one of the nativesn tives *'
chief concerns is that the statestate-
would

state-
wouldwouldwouldselectselect land sought byby-
natives

by-
nativesnatives selec-selecselectselec-
tion

select-
Lion

during any delayed - *

tionLion and that the acreage would -

be overrun by "carpet-baggers-"carpetcarpetbaggers"carpetbaggers-
newcomers

"carpetbaggers-
newcomers

"carpetbaggers-
newcomers

" - "'-
newcomers seeking to developdevelop-
mining

develop-
miningmining and other resources..

"NativeNative"" villages will fight andand-
resist

and-
resistresist state selections which inin-inin-
fringe

¬.-
fringe on'on' their land claims areasareas-
with

areas-
withwith every means at their disdis-dis-
posal

dis-
posal

-¬-

posal . In effect , the title toto-
virtually

to-
virtuallyvirtually all of the state ofof-
Ataska

of-
AlaskaAlaskaAtaska would remain cloudedclouded-
for

clouded-
forfor an additional 12 years ,"

"

Wright said .

"InIn" addition ,"" the memomemo-
said

memo-
saidsaid , "TheyThey" (the natives ) willwill-
place

will-
placeplace tremendoustremendouJ pressure onon-
the

on-
thethe Secretary of Interior and thethe-
land

the-
landland use planning commissioncommission-
tototo' withdraw and "reservereserve'"""reserve1reserve1"reservereserve" ' largelarge-
blocks

large-
blocksblocks of land to protectprotect theirtheir-
delayed

their-
delayeddelayed selection rights.. ThisThis-
will

This-
willwill in effect constitute aa'defac-a'defacadefaca'defac-
to

'defac-'defacdefac'defacedeface'defac-
to

'deface-
to

' -

to *.' continuation of the landland-
freeze

land-
freezefreeze .

"AA" false sense of urgency "
might force the state to selectselect-
unwisely

select-
unwiselyunwisely and deprive the nativesnatives-
of

natives-
ofof the opportunity to selectselect-
economically

select-
economicallyeconomically viable land .

- After Egan'sEgans' meeting withwith-
AFN

with-
AFNAFNWrightsaiddirectors Friday , WrightWright-
saidsaid helie ,. believes the GovernorGovernor-
may

Governor-
maymay, reevaluate his position.. AtAt-
the

At-
thethe meeting ,. board membersmembers-
pressed

members-
pressedpressed the Governor to findfmd

, outout-
how

out-
howhow firm his commitrcommitr1entcommitment1ent.,. , toto-
the

to-
thethe House provisions

,
would be .


