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For three days last week theth-
eb

the-
ard

the-
boardboardb ard of the1the' Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives debated its prioritiespriorities-
asas board members encounteredencountered-
thethe tough problemsproblemiproblemi"OfproblemsHofrf"OfOfHof" what

,
toto-

do
to-

dodo when it comes to a crunchcrunch-
and

crunch-
andand , Congress refuses to give thethe-
natives

the-
nativesnativesnatives all their optionsoptions-

Chief
...

Chief among the problems isis-
whether

is-
whetherwhether the ' AFNAFNwillwill insistinsist-
upon

insist-
uponupon 12 regionalregion31region31corporationscorporationscorporations-
inin the finalfmal bill or if the nativesnatives-
wilLua----------wilLuawilLua------- -- ---.- -jyilLinrikL_- _- illtrade_ _ Je<..., . tiiethethe--.numberthe-.numbert-he.n-umbernu-mber. - jiumber

".number . of corcor-cor-
porations

¬.-

porations foror a smallersnsmallern r numbernumber-
with

mbermber-
withwith more inclusive powers..

The questionofquestioquestion _of a nativenative-
investment

native-
investmentinvestment corporation , holdingholding-
native

holding-
nativenative capital and preserving itit-
for

it-
forfor investment , came under deepdeep-
discussion

deep-
discussiondiscussion as the controls ConCon-Con-
gress

¬.-
gress might impose over such aa-
fund

a-
fundfund raised fears..

High on the list of points toto-
debate

to-
debatedebate was the strategy thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN delegation should followfonowfonow-
in

follow-
inin Washington during comingcoming-
weeks

coming-
weeksweeks as opportunities for nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive input into land claimsclaim legislegis-legis-
lation

legis-
lation

-¬-

lation become tighter .
'TheThe"The'"" stronger the regionalregional-

corporations
regional-

corporationscorporations are in terms ofof-
money

of-
moneymoney and power , the moremore-
pressure

more-
pressurepressure there will be in ConCon-¬-

,

gress for therethere to be fewer re-rere-
gionals

re-
gionals

re-
gionals

-

gionals,," advised AFN counselcounsel-
Ken

counsel-
KenKen

,
Bass in his report to thethe-

board
the-

boardboardboard .
"II" think

,
our strength is inin-

keeping
in-

keepingkeeping strongstrong regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

¬.-
tions ," he continued , "notnot" dissidissi-dissi-
pate

dissi-
pate

¬-

pate land claims money on aa-

per
a-

perper capita , basis..:"'
AFN counsel and advisorsadvisors-

fear
advisors-

fearfear that Congressmen not trustrus-trust-
ing

trus-
ting

-¬-

,
ting native capabilities , willwill-
hedge

will-
hedgehedge corporate powers withwith-
pr

with-
provisionsprovisionspr vvsiosio s whichwhicn " requirereqii regionalregional-
corporations

regional-
corporationscorporations to act as funnels toto-
channel

to-
channelchannel native funds into welwel-wel-
fare

wel-
fare

¬-
fare type programs..

In this way , the AFN fears ,
there will be insufficient moneymoney-
for

money-
forfor capital investment and busibusi-busi-
ness

busi-
ness

¬-

ness propositions which couldcould-
expand

could-
expandexpand the natives ' funds base ..

Discussion was intense at thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting over the concept of aa-
statewide

a-
statewidestatewide investment corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

¬.-
tion as outlined in the SenateSenate-
bill

Senate-
billbill . Many ' board membersmembe ($,

exex-exex-
pressed

¬.-

pressedpresse fears that such a corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

¬.-
tion would be white controlledcontroUedcontroUed-
and

controlled-
andand tie up native moneyoney outsideoutside-
native

outside-
nativenative controlled..

"WeWe" must have absolute concon-con-
trol

con-
trol

¬-

trol by the native people them ¬.

selvesselvsselvess; ,"" , insisted ' Don Wright..
about . and proposedproposed'investmentproposedinvestmentproposed'investment-
corporation

'investmentinvestment'investment-
corporation

'

corporation . "WhatWhat"" is self-selfself-
determination

self-
determination

self-
determination

-
determination if it isn'tisnt' freedomfreedom-
toto managemanagema'hagemahage' yburyour own affairsaffairs7?"

"DoDo"'"Do you think the CongressCongress-
w.ould

Congress-
wouldwouldw.ould. accept anything less than:than-
whitewhite , control ? "' 'TheyThey' can 'inin', in-inin-
vest

in-inin-
vest

¬-

vest our moneymoneymoneyandand get it out ofof-
circulation

of-
circulationcirculation and'and

'
then they tie itit-

up
it-

upup and ship it to Tokyo.."
The Board agreed , to limitlimit-

any
limit-

anyany statewide investmentjnvestment'' corcor-co-
rp

cor-
ration

cor-
poration

¬-

porationpration to 5 to 10 perpet-centpetcentpel"befitpelbefitpetcent-
of

pel"befit-
of

""centcent"-

of the land claims funds..
The AFN Board decided toto-

send
to-

sendsendsendoneone member of each regioregio-regio-
nal

regio-
nal

-¬-
nal group to Washington thisthis-
week

this-
weekweek to press for the best set ofof-
options

of-
optionsoptions open to the native peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬-

ple .
This includes a push for 3030-

million
30-

millionmillion acres contiguous to vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages, 10 million for economiceconomic-
development

economic-
developmentdevelopment , 12 strong regionalregional-
corporations

regional-
corporationscorporations and absolute prioprio-prio-
rity

prio-
rity

-¬

rity on land selections..
The important thing ,. DonDon-

Wright
Don-

WrightWright reminded the board ,
would be to pushpm1I hardhaid to lobbylobby-
the

lobby-
thethe conference committee butbut-
not

but-
notnot panic if land claims goes onon-
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past
7)-

past
7)-

past
)

past January .

The AFN Washington deledele-dele-
gation

¬.-
gation includes Don Wright ,
Charlie Edwardsen of BarrowBarrow-
ASNA

Barrow-
ASNAfASNAASNA( ); Al Nakak of NomeNome-
Arctic

Nome-
Arctic(Arctic Native Brotherhood ) ;

Nels Anderson , AFN treasurertreasurer-
Bristol

treasurer-
BristolBristol((Bristol Bay) ; State Sen . WillieWillie-

Hensley
Willie-

HensleyHensley of Kotzebue North((NorthNorth-North-
west

¬.-
west ) ; Ed Naughton , Kodiak ;

Mike Swetzof of AnchorageAnchorage-

IAteut

Anchorage-
Aleut(Aleut League ); Christine YazziYazzi-
Copper

Yazzi-
CopperIAteut(Copper RiverRiver:)) ;: Alice BrownBrown-
Chugach

Brown-
Chugach(Chugach ) ; Frances DegnanDegnan-

secretary
,'

secretary of AFN ; John Bor-BorBor-
bridge

Bor-
bridge

Do ;-.
bridge Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaidaTlingit.HaidaTlingitHaida(( -. ); PhillipPhillip-
Guy

Phillip-
GuyGuy of Bethel (AVCPAVCP); AlAt Ketz-KetzKetz-
ler

Ketz-
ler

-.
ler of Nenana (XananaTanana Chiefs) ;

and George Miller of Kenai..


