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FAIRBANKS - The college com-
munity and the peoplé of Fairbanks
were stunned after the body of a
young college student was found
in a bathtub - shot to death,

Sophie A. Sergie of Pitka's
Point was found in a bath mh on
the second floor of the Bartlett
dorm at UAF, Monday, April 26,
Sergie, who was on a leave of
absence from classes this semes-
ter, was in Fairbanks to have den-
tal work done and was visiting
with one of her friends at the UAF
dorm where she was siaying in
this Tanana Valley city.

Sergie, 20, was scheduled to
fly home on Monduy, the same
day she was found by a janitor on
the second floor coed dorm, The
second floor Iy reserved for women
and is not a floor where men are
living. -

iy - m4w and one of
the janitors came running out of
the bathroom screaming and
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out of the bathroomm and told R
what she saw. “1 didu’{ this m
in there to see if 1 could halp her .
itwas obvious from how they were

talking that she was dead.” Roy,

who lives om the second floor, was
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Left, Assistant Professor of Alaska Native Studies, Teresa Yohn, gives
an ardent speech Thursday moming at the Wood Center on the
University of Alaska -Fairbanks campus, "The heart beats of her
(Sergie) life keep drumming now, Above, Carln Kintz, Acting Dean of

Students,

outlines new measures forbe taken by students at Bartlett Hall

and other dorms at UAF, Sgt. Jim McCann and Capt. John Meyers of
the Alaska State Troopers, answered questions at a Press Conference at
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Tragedy claims life of UAF woman
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Murder at UAF sparks fear, anger -
many leave dorm

“I stood there for a long time,
It didn’t hit me ‘Gl an hour later. 1
was thinking this couldn’t be hap-
pening.”

This disbelief and shock has
paralyzed the student community
and the teachers who live and fre-
quent the University, Death never
comes at a good time or easy to
deal with, and students were in the
last week of classes before finals.
Most wert upset beyond the point
of being able 1o study. On Tues-

day, 60 students moved out of the

dorm and into friends’ or fami-

lies' hnm.'l'hdutlllhqlmﬁ?l -

male and female students..

The Alaska State Troopers
who are handling the case an-
nounced on Tuesday Sergie’s
identity bnd started n massive can-
vassing of students on the upper
c:m;‘mhmmhumlﬂn;
for clues,

memwuhdhthnm-
dent body for help at & news con-
ference Tuesday after announc-

the glaying.
UAF Chancellor Joan
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al half mast after
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further tosts are under way to de-
termine whether Sergie was sexu-
nlly agsanlted. Early reports from
Troopers indicated Sergie’s pants
had been pulled down, but there
was no other indication she had

Troopers and students, it was ap-
parent that students were upsct
Mmmmumdﬂm

The domi has no check in and
out system. The bathrooms have
no locks on the doors and there are
no phooes to make a 911 call to

"nmwmtyﬂutumnllyonly
" has one officer on shift per eight
“hout rotation,

In an impassioned speech at
the end of the gathering in the
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Sophie Sergie (left),
from Pitka's Point,
was found shot to
death ot a UAF dor-
mitory. Emotions
run deep after a
speech given by
Teresa John, Asst,
Prof. of Alaska Na-
tive Studies. Left 1o
right are Chancellor
Joan Hadlow, Teresa
John, Joann Du-
charme and John's
niece, Naluka, 3,
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 Murder brings security awareness
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said John. Later Thursday evening, a memorinl ser-
vice was held to mourn and praise Sergie by the
MNative community on campus.

Native dummers changed a mournful song ns
more than 300 people quictly gathered into a circle in
Constitution Plaza, Friends, teachers and university
officials offered words of praise and thanks for the 20
year old Yupik woman. They called for healing, hope
und forgiveness.

UAF President Jerome Komisar told the crowd
that the University community leamed this: ‘Death
has no boundaries and violence has no limits.'

“She brought with her the wisdom of 1000 years
and a vision for the future,” he said of the Pitka's Pt
woman.

Sergie, who was from Pitka's Pt., was an honor
student in high school and received a full scholarship
at UAF from British Petroleum to study marine biol-
0gy.

Many who knew her thought of her as a smart,
confident young woman who was a peer counselor in

high school and represented the Lower Yukon
School District each year in the statewide academic
decathlon,

While taking a leave from college, she held
down two jobs - one as an academic aide ot the
village school and a second, a clerical position at a
store in nearby St. Mary's. Sergie used the money
she carned 1o pay for corrective joaw sergery.

Her triends said she did not drink or tuke drugs.
She was concermed about the future of her Yupik
culture.

Although her hife was cut short by murder, she
will be remembered by friends, family, and students
al UAF. As a result of her tragic death, protest
marches, memonals and a petition by dorm resi-
dents to Chancellor Wadlow outlinging safer, more
affective security have gotten the attention of state-
wide daily newspapers to write editorials urging the
Slate Legislature to fund UAF for further secunity
needs.




