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on awannwarm day ofmy first spring
in alaska many long years ago a
friend took me for a hike through
a patch ofearly flowers I1 spotted
a bee working among the blos-
soms it was the skinniestskin niest silliest
looking honeybee I1 ever saw I1

commented on the poor creaturecreatures s

condition which made my alaska
born friend laugh thats not a
bee she said its a hoverhovcrflyhoverflyfly

those little guys and bumblebees
do about all thedie pollinatingpollinating that
gets done in the north

she was right but my mistake
was understandable hoverflies11ovcrfliesHoverflies do
look a little likeliko small scrawny
beesbccsbacs thousht4eythough tcyacy seemto fly more
like miniature helicoptersliclicoptershelicopters they
hover in midair wings an invis-
ible blur between forayforays onto
flowers


