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77The? follfollowing*ing editorialed'ltoedlto' al was writtenwrltterfbyt1INDRA
, by ;'TUNDRA TIMES

founder Ilftibwarfwrd'RowrdRo' Ro k, and published'publishedpublisher tnhi-Alit"NhiAlit"NAlitN-the " November, dveniberr,,

24 , 19671961 Issue otthdof the paper.paper. Since that'timethattimethat'tlinethattline' , of coursereolrse
land claims has been passed.passed. ThereTherl'Therl' have been both posiposi..
tive and negative impacts.impactsimparts.imparts. Certainly , however ,, the NaiNat
fivetlve people have become an economic and political
force in this state that is widely recognizedrecognised and can'tcant' be
ignored.ignored. The election earlier this month , where the sub'subsub-'-
sistence repeal initiative was soundly defeated , and the
gubernatorial candidate backed by the big majority-majoritymajority..-, of
AlaskaAlaska Natives was elected , clearly illustrates this.this. Big
challenges remain.remain., 1991 looms on the horizon , with its
potential to separate Natives from both their corpora"corporacorpora-"-
ionstions( and their land.land. Oil exploration tois aboutabout to faketake
place in the paths, followed by the migratingmtgratlng whaleswhalesuponupon
which so many Alaskans depend.depend. SomfLcorporationsSomi''corporattonsSomicorporattons' ' ,

struggle to keep 'afloat.afloat.afloat'afloat'' ., Yet/, theset'hallengesthesethallengesthese .challengeschallenges., ' seemseem totd
be being faced ,, and answers sought.sought. SoSo it IsIswith,

With the'samethesamethe"same'"

kind of hope for the future, which Howardfoward Rock wrotewrote
about almost two decades ago that thisthis Thanksgiving
can be celebrated.celebrated.

Thanksgiving is usually thought of as -aa- time when
people look back and count their blessings.blessings. ,

But the.the.,

first Thanksgiving celebrations were by people who

, had few obvious blessings.blessings .

Several of the Pilgrims died in the first winter in
Massachusetts , and the first harvest at the colony was
poor.poor. Virginia'sVirginias' first Thanksgiving celebration was

'
, declared to celebrate the arrival of colonists atit a town-town-

site ; the community failed within the nexttiexf1thrto? three years.years.

The first Thanksgivings were not for achievementsachievement ,

but for the promisespromisesof,,of thetoo future.future. ManyoftheMany ofthe, colonists
had faced discrimination in England because, of their
religion ; they had hopes of building a'newanewanew' life inrn'arna'a newriew:
land.land.,

ft Today the Alaska Native people have hopes of build-buildbuild.-.
i.i. ing a new life tritilt apalt old land.land. Asat\thcAsatthcAsat'thefiistAsatthefiist,

;\;' , first
"

'pianksgivpianksgivl'hanksgiv-l'hanksgivlhanksgiv' ' - ,,
P ings , much ofithatnewof thft}

re liferslife , is stilltilt",
promise"promisepromise

'
, Buttit , mIn manyxnany

ft fieldstiel t , there sWWdt change.t"change.tchanget. .
,

After 1POIp4 yearsears , somesome actionFaction Is
,
beingpelng takentakgn4n'thetakgn4nthe; on'theonthe' I1

v land claims issue.issueis uc., Much remainsremains' ' to be.beedone.edone., done.one. to'totoachieve'} achieve
I'I7' an acceptable solutionsoluflod , butbut'thebutthe'thethe' claims proposals have
|- moved totd the point whereiithevirherethe, , Native'peopleNativepeopleNative'people'canNativepeoplecan; ' 'cancan' take
v actions to promote their lntcrets.lntcretsInterests.Interests$ .

The recent NORTH Commission meeting in Washmg-WashmgWashing-Washing -
11

ton offers promise.promise. In addition. to-thetotheto - the technical matters ,

SM of creating transportation 'tt' tq.th-

e

tqth-

e

(| the Arctic ;, the subjectof,
;

. training Alaskans to fill the newpew jobs was discussed.discussed.
'

\ It(t is this combinationcombination' ' overeatingoft creating JubsJobs'andJobsand,,' nd
,
training j

Native people to fill them that( hat'hat' offers a promise of a

iri
; new life.life. New Industrie'willIndustriewillindustrfeS?' will rioriot( help Ifif"theifthe;,

".theworkertheworker. , workers ;

are importedimported
F

from the , LowLoweFi.48'j-

ob

i.48j-

ob
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ob

:
,-
48rChe4-8rChe., ; 'jobjob'

, trainingtrain ng 'isis'tstiselessUseless (

unlessunlesis there are Jobso s available.availableavailable''.. The" considerationConsideration of both'bothboth '

' subjects atJhHamejncetingat the samemeetingRffen,, ,offers, hope for the future.futurefuture.future. _
"', 'lli TooToootany'manymany', ofot'"theotthe' the ; NativeHativo collegecollege'college' studenHstudents?

are
,
unableunablel

to graduate , ,,
Yet there'there?' 'areare' 'thethe' pathfinderpathfindes f.f. youngyopng

ai peoplelike, WlliWillie HenNenloeycySanandJohn;.JohnJohn. SackeUSackett ! , ,who have
' .' .sho\vn.shovn.shoshovn'shownshown\ thetae waywaf, and there'aremany'.stiidles'beingtherearemany.stiidlesbeingtherearemanystiidlesbeingthere'arotherearo' "many-studies"manymanystudies"

,
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'being marfemade
u

\ , to help others follow ,
,

. , \1 f' ' '
b'

Thcpatri"oftheJuturewi4nOt.beeasyThcpatrioftheJuturewi4nOt.beeasyThcpatrioftheJuturewi4nOtbeeasy'TheThe' ,path'path
"' of the'the' future'future' will, notbe,?. easyi TherewilLThese will .

i'i'' be, ' setbacks , ' sucnsuch '-as
a-si' as the failure pfof the Bethelfiethel model.modelmodel"
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citiescjties application.-application.application.,
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-ButBut'--JButJBut
- jtheshe! , AlaskaAlask4Native:

,

,Native people'people ', areare'are' learning to helphelp
their own.ownown.

,

' future , through'theirthroughtheirth'rou'gh"their' ' '"
,
right to vote.vote. Last year, ,

theythey.. '-elected.
e-

lected.
e-

lected' elected ,. 'sevenseven'feverfever'
, of * theytheif , own people , and severalseveril '

strongu-onguong- allicitallies , lo\tKclotKcib'theibthe\' , ,
AlaskiAliska Legislature.LegislatureLegsl4tuie.Legsl4tuie( . ;ThlsjVi growlriggrowiri4 .
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'politicalpolitical'
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awareness'

a-

wareness'
awarenes ' Is'Is' onvoft.

* * the'strpngest.hopes'fo'r'thestrpngest.hopesforthestrpngesthopesfortha''stranesthopesthastranesthopes' '
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' thethe future .ofof.
the MatlveNative people.peoplepeeipl .:';, *
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{ ManManyaj ' of the, mostmost,
"-promisingp-romising--promisingp-romising"- 'programsprograms' '-

ar
a- r'- area
a-

rea'
-still.still.- tfl .,

itis thethe'beginningthebeginning;,
' beginning , conference stagestage.;. ., Mii6hMd h'remainstcthremainstct'remainstoremainsto' , be

dbnedone befprebefore the fuUfull , benefits, ;reach"reachreach'theNativepeoplereachtheNativepeople"' the : ativepeople,; '

ButAut the programsprogramsare; are beginning'-beginning'beginning'-. 'andtandt' and :'-tnc.
t-
nc.

t-nc'
e.' NativeNativepeople

, people
arc4t'e'leajning4teleajning' ' learning howhow'tohowto' (o influenceinfluences them : ' ' 41"41'"" '
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Itff ZwaasFsuch, such ' .tiopetiopejiope. for the.thethe. .futurefuturefutur44'sindfutur44sind.
yl'indylind' Jofeif? the'the'fhe'fhe' '

abllitylability;

\dd\ fniluepcefluepce , it z.-*. that wasW3; "thethe"

the briginSlotiiial4pjri$ ( ri( ofof'Thanka-of'ThankaofThankathank'
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