Vera Olemaun — Qutstand

PUBLIC HEALTH NURS-
ING is proud to have amongst
us the Outstanding Health
Care Provider of the Year for
the North Slope Borough, Vera
Olemaun. She was presented
this award at the Alaska Na-
tive Health Conference in An-
chorage on October 19, 1982,

For nearly twenty years,
Vera Olemaun has been a com-
fort to persons seeking health
care on the North Slope. Born
near the Colville River, she has
lived nearly all of her life in
the Barrow area and ds a fa-
miliar face o local residents.

The Old Barrow Hospital
was her first plage of em-
ployment 8 a nurse’s ' aide,
when routine duties included
shoveling coal 1o feed the fur-
nace, mopping. floors s night,

and cooking " for patients of

well
dil .
After the present hospital
was built, Yera once again
assumed a nursing assistant po-
sition and became much ap-
preciated, not only for her ded-
ication and depend: bility, but
also for her astute assessment
of patient needs and ability to
work as a team member
will other staffmembers

Since nearly all of the medi-

routine pathent care

E

cal and nursing personnel came
from places considerably South
of Barrow, the unofficial job of
orienting them to the Barrow
lifestyle and culture often was
a part of her job,

Her method of acculturating
people is very subtle, By gently
suggesting alternatives for ap-
proaching a situation or quiet-
ly indicating extended family
relationships, she has shared
knowledge and increased un-
derstanding more quickly than
possible with a direct ap-
proach.

Presently employed as a
member of the Public Health
Nursing Department, Vera is a
cornerstone of the team spec-
ializing in  assisting with the
needs of elderdy - clients as
well inspiting cotrage in
youngsters facing the challenge
of immunization. She has been
a tremendous asset as a com-
munity outreach person and
adds much more tor the de-
partment than her . title of
nursing assistant - and inter-
preter implies,

A widow for the past ten
years, Vera spends much of her
time soclalizing with a large
and very active extended fam-
ity. She has raised two addpted
¢hildren and has three adult
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stepchildren.

Family
bers. include stepson Nate Ole-

merm-

maun Jr. and brother-in-law
the late Eben Hopson, Sr.,
active political figures on the
Slope

It is with great pleasure
that we present Vera Olemaun
as the Outstanding Employee

i af the Year

ing health provider




