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Despite recent protests

million.

Two officials of the Office o
visited Wrangell Thursday and as:
swred the people there that that
city’s Wrangell Institute, a board-
ing school for 165 clementary stu-|
dents, will not be converted into!
the center

Instead Whe two men looked over |
a new 8 miles from Wrangell
on the highway, on which a job|
{-corps center could be builf, accord-

ing to Frank Mercosky. president of
| the ‘Wrangell Chamber of Com-|

{ merce, in a telephone interview with'
|.Tundra Times

o tn a sepawe interview,
Doris Bavnes, mayor of Wrangell,
said the community became upset
when it was announced in Scnator
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| a tragedy

RANGELL

Protests Bring Officials Fast;
Wrangell Institute to Continue;
New Job Corps Site Surveyed

from citizens at Wrangell, Alaska
that they did not want a 100-man job corps center located there,
the community may get the center anyway at a cost of $1.6

f Beanomic Opportunity quietly

Wrangell had
jab corps site

been picked for the

“We have had Wrangell Institute
since 1931; we think it is a wonder-
ful,” beautiful school
very proud of it ‘and the children
there. We were afraid they
going to close Wrangell Institute
down and take over the facilities for
thé job corp center

“In our opinion
she said

Last week when, the citizens of
Wrangell thought that the facili
ties of the Institute would be turned
over {o the job corps, they placed
several telephone calls to -officials
in Juneau Stating:

» They did not want. the job
corps cenfer, That they had gotten
negative reports about them, par-
ticularly aboul a job corps center
down in Oregon, !

* That sinee the first job corps
pite selection team had visited
Alaska, the community had pro-
cured another sawmill and at pres-
ent was handicapped in terms of
housing and school. facilities.

A state  offi informed, the
Wrangell citizens that the job corps
program was not being coordinated -
with the state and that they should

ahd we are

were

that would be

protest directly to the job corps
section of the Office of Economice
Opportunity in Washington. This

they did.

Thursday the job corps represent-
atives quictly arrived by air at
Wrangell ind consulted with a com-
mittee from the chamber of com-
merce and other agency officials

“It apparently was a misunder-

(Continued on Page )




| Proposed Job Corps Site . . -

, (Continued
standing,” Chamber President Mer-
cosky said. “Since wd have been |
ssured we will not lose Wrangell |
institute, and the Job corps center |
would be i addition to it we no
longer have objection,” he said !

In the meantime, community lead- |
ers in Famwbanks were quite “up i}
Sarms” over the reported recent ac- |
tions. The first survey team for al
site was made with the specific un- |
'dm anding that existing facilitics

from Page 1)
woul., have to be used and’it was
indicated  that  Wrangell  would
probubly be picked beeause it was
the only place that could afford
facilities

Now it @ppears that the require
ment of existing facilities has been
thrown “out the window™ and still
Wrangell is being given preference
for the facility

Adding fuel to the fire 15 the fact
that the- first job corps selection
team would not even get out of a
vehicle, to look over a prospective

| site off Fairbanks' Airport Road and

s not very enthusiastic when Dr

wi
William K. Wood, president o fthe
University of Alaski, offered to
donate a site near the University
Campus

The years are beginning 1o add up

if it take you longer to rest than it
did to get tired




