Native Housing
Emphasized at
Bethel Meeting

Resources of several state and
federal agencies are committed to
providing better housing and as-
sociated benefits for Native vil-
lages, the Association of Village
Presidents of the Bethel area was
told at its recent annua! meeting
in Bethel.

The meeting  was  attended b,y‘
the presidents of about 30 village
councils, The group elected Axel
Johnson of Emmonak to succeed
Petei Carier of Eek as piesident,
Forty village councils are represent.
ed in the association.

Tolbert E. Elliott, executive di-
rector of the Alaska State .Hous-
ing Authority told the Native lead-
ers existing -programs and pro-
posed legislation were aimed at im-
proving viilage conditions, He cited
Senator E, L. Bartlett's proposed
houging and community facilities
bill as a specific, key effort toward
this goul. The bill calls for $10. mil-
lion to finance adeéquate housing
! which Alaska Natives could afford
 The director explained plans to
coordinate various programs to- tie
in with the proposed housing effort.
It is. contemplated that through
Governor Egan's Office the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Program would
be brought into play in the actual
work of building homes and facili-
. EHiott said.

Tho Work Experience Pr ogram (or
_adult villagers and the Neighbor-
hood Youth Corps ‘and the Youth
Experience Programs could all be
used in the overall effort, he pointed
out. Jobs and training would 'both
be provided aj the time the needed
facilities are Being buitt.

This concerted approach to provid-
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ing major hnuslng program called
for i Senator Bartlett's bill, is the
coutgrowth of the housing experi-
ment at Grayling

The
nearing

Grayling experiment, now

campletion, entailed  the
relocation and rebuilding of the old
village of Holiakachuk .The build-
ing of the new village was guided
by the Alaska State Housing Au-
thority.

Funded by a demonstration grant
from the Housimg and Home Finance
Agency, it sought to find the best
wity to build better and
villages

Eliott said ASHA is working tow -
nd. vilage housing solutions with

housing

Senator Bartlett, Sen. Ernest Gruen- |

mgo Gov. William A Egan, and
US. Rep. Ralph J. Rivers, Officials
of several ggencies testified at Sen-
ate hearings on the proposed hous-
ing bill, agreeing that the vast im-
provement is needed for the health
and welfire of  Algska villages
Those Yestifying in addition to El-
Lottt were vepresentatives of  the
Durean of Indian Affairs and the
Public Housing Administration

Th

Aliska Congressional delega-

fion belicves both houses of Con
vess will et upon the proposed
leska honsing bill before Mareh
I the il ps building under
the program conld probably begm
betore next fall

Pt and federal rend

e Bethel meer wddhition

to Flhett were Ribert Bennett, Alas:
ka en dinector of the Burea,
Indum At CBIAY Roy
trovieh, tobal aftairs officer BIA;
John Gordon, Bethed area represent
thive Of the BIAD John ¢ Cates
divector of rwal development the

and Dow
executive di.cctor of -the Alaska|:
Human Rights Commission . John |
T. Shively, a Vista Volunteer under | ¢
the Office of Economic Opportunity; |
and Virgil Severns, district agri-
culture agent for the remote arcac|
for the US. Department of Agricul-
ture and the University of Alaska
Cooperating” Extension Service.
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