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The Importance of HeritageHeritageT-
he
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The cultural heritagehentage ofofaa peoplep ople sustains their spiritspirit-
nstng

spirit-
risingrisingnstng from the fact that the establishment of traditionstfaditlonstfaditlons-
were

traditions-
werewere designed through the centuries to benefit the greatestgreatest-
number

greatest-
numbernumber of inhabitants in a given area ., When it is takentaken-
away

taken-
awayaway , it leaves a void in their lives-anlivesan- emptiness of soulsoul-
where

soul-
wherewhereattributesonce a care-freecarefree- spirit and well-beingwellbeingw ll-beingllbeing- dwelt as attriattri-¬-
butes to a happier life . This situation has gone on in AlaskaAlaska-
caused

Alaska-
causedcaused by driving forces ofacculturationofacculturation creating spiritualspiritualhardships'.hardships among the Eskimos , Indians and Aleuts . TheirTheir-
cultures

Their-
culturescultures are methodicallychangeContinuedbeingbe"jngbejng

" rent asunder to changehange
, ( Continued on Page1'8ge18ge' 2)2)
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1-
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their ways of life without thought thatthilt many of their trattreetratree-

ditions

.

ditionsdltlons might also be of great value .

, There has always been a continuing opinion withinwithin-

the

within-

thethe twotwb most influential acculturation agents ,. their councoun-coun-

terparts
coun-

terparts
¬-

terparts and branches , namely ,. the educational systemssystemssystems-

and

''

andandmanymany of the religious organizations ,. that any cultureculture-
that

culture-
thatthat is alien to the great Western Culture is not as desirdesir-desir-
able

desir-
able

¬-

able ThisThl ideaIdeasis/ss/ being relentlessly driven forwardforwardwithoutwithoutwithout-
any

without-
anyany efforts in trying to evaluateeva uate what a certaincerta n culture inIn-

a
in-

aa given area might have done for the goodgoodofofofItSits inhabiinhabi-inhabi-

tants

inhabi-

tants

¬-

tants . Some of the fine cultures developeddevelopE'd' through thethe-
ages

the-
agesages were no accidents for having been molded for thethe-
greatest

the-
greatestgreatest benefits possible for the greatest number of peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬-

ple To destroy a culture in a century that has been in existex/st-exstexist-exst-
ence

exist-

ence

/ ¬-

ence for thousands of years can only result in profoundprofoundInm-mIn-Inm-

urV

In-

lur
in-

jury

--

lurjury| urV , to the spiritspint ofofaa people whose culture is being torntorn-
a4sunvVerandateuncferJ'andateuncferJanda4sunvVerandlsua4sunvVerandwhicheranderandwhich!' which had been a shortest link for them toto-
live

to-
livelive in harmony among themselves and the landlandonon whichwhich-
they

which-
theythey lived .

In the State of Alaska that is drastically different inin-
climate

in-
climateclimate andandculturalcultural backgrounds , especially inan the Arctic ,.

the Eskimo ,. Indian and Aleut children are being taughttaught-
ftom

taught-
ftomffomftom tfsxttiextiooksxt ooks designed to educate the childrenchrldren of Boston ,
Washington , D.CDC... , New York , City ,. Los Angeles andandotherotherother-
cities

other-
citiescities . Almost all textbookstextfook;, are suitable , ofofcoursecoarsecourse , butbutIbut-
those

but-
thosethose that deal withwithcuftureswithculturescufturescultures., of the Western World dodo-
some

do-
some

I

some harm to the Native childrenchildre of Alaska .

They are being taught the culture'scultures' of thetf1e Lower 4848-
states

48-
statesstates throughthroughsomesome textbooks that tendtetld; to degrade

,
thethe-

cultur1ll
the-

culturalculturalcultur1llcultur1llaspectsculturalaspectsaspects Of the Alaska Native people . As a result ,.
many of our young people who go away to school , comecome-
back

come-
backback to their villages with feelingsfeeltngs ofofInferiorityinferiority of theirtheir-
former

their-
formerformer values and those of thejrtheIr parents . They come backback-
ashamed

back-
ashamedashamedashamedofof anything native to themselves , even to thethe-
pOint

the-
pointpoint ofofrevulSionrevulsion . The same situation is true even withwith-
local

with-
locallocal tutoringtutonnq .

It is a cdmmoncommonc mmon knowledge now that where closeclose-
family

close-
familyfamily kinship has always prevailedprevaifed , strainedstrainedrelationsrelations bejbe-bebe-
tween

be-'
tween the parents and their children have come to be quiteqUite-
aa common Occurrence . There must be something wrong inin-
the

in-
thethereoplewhoeducationaledvcatleducationalsystemnalnalsystemsystem lo10to ttealetrealecreate this problem . ToToreoplereoplepeoplepeople-
whowho think , this depressing situation should be of0 greatgreat-
concern

great-
concernconcern . It might not be a bad idea to also think that whatwhat-
suffices

what-
sufficessuffices to a highest degree iril1in> BostonB ston may not necessarilynecessarily-
suffice

necessarily-
sufficesuffice to the fullest extent in the Arctic .

We are not , ofofcoursecourse , advocating that no Culturalcultural-
changes

cultural-
changeschanges take place among the Native people of Alaska ,.
but changesch'angegchangeg' should progressppl'ogressplogress'ogress withwrth some thought given toto-
the

to-
thethe well-beingwellbeing- of the Alaska Native people during the trytry-try¬-

ingtryingperiodperiodofof transition . One of the important needs isis-
recognition

is-
recognitionrecognition of some of their culturalculturalaspectsaspects ofofwhichwhich 1heytheythey-
need

they-
needneedneednotnot be ashamed . Our ancestors accomplishedaccomplishedsomesomesome-
truly

some-
trulytruly great things in which they solved some of the mostmost-
formld

most-
formidableformidableformld ble obstacles thattJlt, ( ever facedfacedmanman on earth . TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere not solved by people lacking in intelligence but byby-
people

by-
peoplepeople of great insight and ingenuity . This is ample basisbasis-
for

basis-
fortaughttofor our young Native people that they , as well.ellell. ,. be taught
to revere their forefathers and having been taught thus,.
they will develop dignitydignHy and well-beingwellbeing- that iffIs-IsIsnative- native to1qto-
themselvesthemselvesthems1qthemsthemselvesl.veslves. . IpItIn! acquiring this facet of their culture , w
have nono fear that they will have less reverence for greatgreat-
persol1ages

great-
personagespersortagespersol1agespersonages in historyhistory-suchhistorysuch-such men as George Washington ,.
AbraharrAbrahamAbrah "., lipcolnUncolnLincoln , John F. Kennedy aqdardandardotherandother), other renownedrenowned-
and

renowned-
andand distinguisheddLittingvisnedditinguisheddi tinguished Americans who mddemildemade our country great .


