House panel
OKs Aleut bill

for restitution

by A.J. McClanahun
Thasdrs Thems pubdishes

A bill to compensate Aleuts taken
from their homes during World War
I was roved by the House
Judiciary Committee on a 31 1o 11
vote lust week, and Aleut leaders say
nl:pmvli by the panel is a mujor har-

¢ for them,

Also pleased wus Congressman Don
Young, R-Aluska, the spansor of the
Aleutian Pribilof Islands Restitution
Act.

| feel very pleased that the com-
mittee moved the Wl out,” Young
wnid, sdding he expects it 1o be disouss-
ed on the floor of the House this week.

"*Everybody ‘s clated,”" said Alice
Pl:lrm:lh. chairman of The Alewt
Corp. **1 just hope they pass it so the
people who deserve it will share in "’
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e Each Aleut would get $12,000

(Continued from Page Onae)

The legislation, House Bill 163,
calls for cach :]Egihl: Aleut 1o receive
12,000, In addition, it would creste
a $5 million lund 1o benelit the six
Aleut communities affected dur
World War ILand a $1.4 million
lo prowide compensation to affected
Aleut villages for church property lost,
damaged or destroyed during the war,

The bill also would require thw $15
million be paid 0 The Alewt Corp. in
lieu of regaining Attu Island, which s
now in the Alaska National Wikilife

Refuge sysiem,

Young said the commitice made no
significant changes in the hill before
approving it. He predicted that it will
pitss this vear because it has & kit ol
“sound support.

He said he was distressed, however,
at some of the comments in the com:
mittee  heanng by some of the
members who complained that the bill
was ol necessary because the Aleuts
ware moved o camps o save their
lives

Durmg World War 1l the Aleuls
were lorced Trom their homes and

tken in muany cases with less than 24
hours notice 10 cramped quarters in
former canneries in Southeastern
Alaska. Many became ill in the camps
and ded.

Also, while the people were gone,
sildiers destroyed or damaged many
of their personal belongings back n
their homes, as well as destroying o
tuking priceless iwons from the chur
ches and their homes

Young sand it appeared that sone of
those complaining about the bill did
i understiand just what happenced 1o
the Aleuts.



