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darryl jordan the second alaska
native to serve on the anchorage
school board said that the greatest ac-
complishment of his first year on the
board has been providing a role model
for students parents teachers and
other people in the community

jordan an athabascan indian was
bomborn in glennallenglennellenGlennallen 32 years ago he
moved to anchorage at hgage 3

he said that the teachers of the adfanfan
choragechokage school system were his
primary motivators

they continued to push and drive
and made it fun to do homework he
said

since then jordan has received two
civil engineering degrees from the
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education is key
continued from page one

massachusetts institute of technology
and isis currently employed as senior
project engineer for arco alaska inc

education isis the key to all of that
jordan says of his accomplishments
and he said students today need to be
encouraged by someone who
understands that lesson

jordan said many dropouts have no
job no money and no self esteem
which all result from no education

ideally all children should have
equal opportunity to learnleamleamjustjust as much
as they want to learn he said and
he stressed that learning should be fun
and challenging and should include all
that isis necessary for survival

jordan said there are special pro-
blems native students have which may
contribute to the high dropout rate of
that group because of the clash of
native and western cultures jordan
said many native parents dont yet
understand how the system works that
education isis as important for success
as learning traditional ways

therefore jordan said the parents
dont push and dont get involved
this works against the students he
said

its the challenge of the system to
motivate those kids he said

jordan explained that one of his
priorities for the school district isis imim-
plementingplem enting a plan for affirmative ac
tion that has specific goals the district
needs many natives working within
the district especially inin high level
jobs he said

more education isis better especial
ly at the high school level he said
in fact jordan would like the current
six period system inin the high school
to be replaced by a seven period
system

As for the rest of his school board
term jordan said he hopes to put more
stress on campaigns against the use of
alcohol and drugs by students he also
said he hopes his next two years are
more productive as his understanding
of how the system works increases


