Jordan serves
as role model
Dy Keathy Dayey .
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Durryl Jordan, the second Alaska
Native to serve on the Ang
School Board, said that the greatest ac-
complishment of his first vear on the
twoard has been providing a role model
for students, parents, teachers amd
other people in the community.

Jordan, an Athabascan Indian, wos
born in Glennallen 32 years ago. He
moved (o Anchorage at age 3.

He said that the 1eachers of the An
chorage school system were his
primary motivators,

) continued 1o push and drive
.mm it fun to do homework,”” he
anid,

Since then Jordan has received two
civil engineering degrees from the
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* ‘Education is key’

(Contirwed Iram Paga Coe)

Mussachusetts Institute of Technology
and s currently emploved as semor
project enginear lor Arcn Alaskn Inc.

“Educaton s the key to all of thae,
bordan says of his accomplishments,
And he suid students today need 10 be
eneniraged by someone who
uncerstands thit lesson

Jovdian s many dropoids b ve no
b, o money and noosell-esteein,
whiech all resull From noeducation

“Heally, all children should have
el Opportanay b leam st as muoch
s they want to dearn, ™ he said. And
b stressed that learming should be fun
ancd challenging and should include all
that 15 necessary for survival

Jordan smd there are special pro-
hlesns Native students have which may
contribate to the high dropout rate of
that group. Because ol the clash of
Mative and Western cultres, Jordan
snd muny Native parents don’t yet
understand how the sysiem works, that
cducation s as important for success
us lesrming vraditional ways.

Therefore, Jordun smd, the parents
don’t push mod don’t ger involved
This works agaimnst the students, he
sand,

“I0s the challenge of (he system (o
moiivaie those kids,™ he sad

Jordan explamned that one of his
procites for the school district s im-
plementing a plan for sffirmative ac
o thid has specific goals, The distrct
needs many Natives working within
the district, especially m high level
ol he sad

“More education s better, especial
Iy ot the high school level,” he said
In [aot, Jordan would hke the current
six-penod system i the hugh school
1w be replaced by o seven perod
Ly alem

;r'."

As lor the rest of his school board
term, Jordan saud he hopes to put more
siress on campaigns ngainst the use of
alcohol and drugs by students. He also
sand he hopes his next two years are
more productive as his understanding
ol how the system works increases




