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* AFN youth convenii_on starts Oct. 19

(Continued from Page O

in the momming before they present their testimony and
will focus on four areas: education, family/cultural
change, social problems and the future. Groups will
select the three members (o represent thém in
testimony and will answer questions in each of the
four areas,

Irvin suid it is significant that the statewide com
mussion has agreed o take testimony from the Native
youth and elders. The hearing will give Alasks Nalives
an importnt forem 10 discuss the particular problems
of Native young people.

Al the youth convention before the commission
hearing students will form regional caucuses. The con-
vention will be open to the public, but only Native

students from grades 9-12 will be allowed 10 speak
and vote.

“This 15 a real youth convention. [t belongs to the
kids,™ Irvin said. He pointed out that Perry Eaton,
head of the Community Enterprise Development
Corp., will act as moderator and parlinmentarian, but
that the (inal decisions will be made by the sudents,

The mnin difference between the regular AFN con-
vention and the youth convention s that at the youth
convention each region will get an equal number of
VIHES,

Resolutions will be discussed, and at the end of the
day Oct. 20, a new 13-member youth council and 13
alternates will be elected.

The convention will close with  youth dance at the
Fgan Center from 8 10 11 p.m. Oct, 20,




