‘Voice of the Raven’

Columnist gets ‘paid back’ at potlatch

by Vern Melcaife
fioi vl Twinidrn Tiewirs

“lt wuay be mowe blessedd to give than
receive, i this v one blessed
receiver. T — Vern Metcalfe, Haines,
Sepu. 26, T9URT.

For those wnncquaimted with an
event thaut goes back eons in the history
of many Native Americans and known
m the Tlingit Naton us “'Potlarch,”™
bet it be known that Minme Albecker
knows exactly how 1o conduct such o
[rty

Thoy particular renewal ok place
al the Haimes Alaska Native
HBrotherhood hall and honored the lale
Rober (Jeff) David who passed away
a hintle over a vear ago. Mimme was
Jell's “auntie, ™" und T mught note here
that this particular celebration of the
lile of the departed is also known as
w Cpayback party™ for reasons you
will soon understand.

First, however, let us recite the fact
that Jeff David was » bonafide hero o
many Southeast Alaskans and o close
Inend for some 38 or so years. We
first met around 1949 when | was the
locil sportscaster and he was the stur
player [or the Metlakatla Vets, o team
sporsored by the Metlakatls VEW
When they Tirst appeared upon the
il Medal basketball tourney 1 was,
conncadentslly , the post commander ol
the Juneau VEW

Thereby hangs o e, Taku Posi
S5l expenenced  oedr fiscal
dmaster operatimg o har which
been namied the *“Teep Club™ by Ar
iy NOOs durmge World Wer I Wien
Ioinberited thas parbiwcular mess |
erdested o lellioow membed, an acdoun
wank, b e onl o oway oul ol ths
frvanc il thicket. We socceeded nunn
Ly e tis the echarmg of ome Wilham
o)y Dauksom, a blick Waorld War |
viteram wlhio ginied gl Tne AR IITE
inbthers by muxing a vanety of ex
tremwly  petent remedies,  thus the
et lture "o toe Jackson

Wl approsiniately S in the il
whwess the Metbakatba entonrage arn
el o the scene g three seine boals
cinnplete with spotises. Havang been
cilrameed by this team s Tast break
whach haed remdered me brefnhless 1o
il speechless, Fudetermined that they
st bl be honored with s party come
the Lust mght ol the sicday comidbll
CAlry BT

The party that followed ot e
venerable Jeep Club became a legen
dary happering and was tollowed by
mare af the same during my tenure
Sinee 1 received no monetary bonelin
out of the management post (Jackson
refused 1o continue unless 1 occupied
the job) my wishes were a command,
Hesides the good doctor hid bulled us
ot along with i bevy of shot machines

One of the lasting blessings of these
particular parties were the Iriendships
made. Most particularly with Jefl
Divil who won more awards duning
his lengthy participation in the oldest
continuous such sporting event in
Alaska than any other player, past or
present. This past tourney, the 4 1st an-
nual Juneau Lion's Club Gold Medal
Toumney was dedicated to the memory
of Jeff David

Jelf's home town was Haines, but
he had married s Metlakotla ﬁ:(rll.
Cecilia, who he had met at Sheldon
lackson School.

He fished out of Metlakatla for some
years following a stint in the Army and
then moved back to Haines. He was
i later reside in Sitka before m-uviﬁ
i Juncau, He also played for (a
coached) a Haines team (hat ex-

jenced the dream of all "“dark-

o A i i

i W  AINS,
they lost. o

Be that as it may, the tnbutes were
certninly capped by the Patlaich of
Sept. 26, On hand were friends,
relntives and wdmirers from as i
awiy o Seattle, Metlakatla, Sitka,
Tuneau und way points,

I was fortunate to be seated (by Min-
me Albecker's command) nexi 1o
Evans Willard, a lifelong friend of
avid’s and slwo 1 Raven. He kept me
informed ss 1o each happening. 1 was
also seated next to Minnie's hubby,
Lew, who along with four sons had
spueczed out some 3 gallons of

“ooligan greave. " This latter Tlingit
delicacy (and condiment) i s highly
prized and my half-gallon woul {_i
for at least $100 (iF it weren't a su
sistence item).

There also was a host of other
poosdies which came first in baskets
and then in a delightful Thingit game
wherein a large bowl 16 flled with fruit
and veggies and hoisted i the air.
Neighbors 1o the hoister ﬂ"h Tor the
goodies. Much laughter here.

Then they out cases of
salmon, dry and wet, more food ilems

and then money . Sufice 1o say my
take pand my ferry fare for me and my
Mercury and my hotel.

The goods received filled the trunk
ol my car.

It is ironic that Jeff David presided
over my adogtion here i Juneau some
SEVEN YEars Or s ago, Andr:chnt : Wils
called upon 1o present the plague
prucrua]]:u his family w Ilt-ll!:thljl‘b'l
ourney and to the Haines ANB where
it will hang in their hall. 1 trust Jeff
15 proud of me in all of this. Somehow
or other | know he truly i1s. 50 am |




