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Editorial

AFN Youth Convention

WeTre pleased to see that the Alaska Federation ol Natives has
decided 1w change the way it conducts its annual youth meeting.
This year lor the first time, the students will be attending a true
convention, nol just a conference,

We're also pleased 1o see that AFN is predicung 350 or more
students will attend. A turnout of this size gives Native youth
loud vouce in the political arena.

Structuring this annsal meenng as o convention, and giving
students a forum for their ideas and concerns is one of the best
wirys Tor them to learn about the political process.

The Alaska Native community faces a number of very serious
threats these days, and the divisive 1991 issue is just one of them,
What happens during the AFN convention when delegates discuss
1991 legislation now pending in Congress may set the tone for
years 1 come,

Whalever your specific concerns are aboul the legislation, il
must be remembered thit 1991 s only a few years away. This
deadline s a serous threwt 1o continued Native control and
ownership of Native lands and corporations. Once that control
v lost, 1t will be lost forever

Native youth are truly the leaders of the future, and giving them
their own convention is i step in their education and traiming. It's
s important that the students are meeting before the AFN con-
vention, The youth will be considering 1991 resolutions, and it's
possible that an innovative and united statement by the youth on
this 1ssue could have a big impact on the regular delegates.

We hope the students will work hard on these critical issues
and that the regular convention delegates will take a hard look
ut what the youth have to say.

your right 1o say it"" —VOLTAIRE



