Cowper tells Senate
panel not to change
funding for Tongass

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Gov
Steve Cowper recently urped the
Senate Energy Committee fo relruin
from suspending or changing funding
for the management of the Tongiss
Natiwonal Forest until o thorough
review  of the program  can. be
compleied

Ihe commutte s um';l-;i:rmtz_ a pro
posul o alter the sccounting tormula
for the Tund, which provides about $45
tulbion & vear 1o the Forest Service in
Southeast Alaska. The fund  was
creted in the Alnska Nanonal Interest
Lands Conservation Act of 1980

“The fund was p cnitical element of
compromise,  wrile Cowper. "“The
proposed chunge in the accounting
process would alter one side of the
compromise. This result would be the
equivalent of amending ANILCA
without even holding a heanng. ™

Cowper acknowledged thut manage-

= the country s

lirgest matiomal forest — faces *“many

problems, ' He "’,#g'mnl that the
LA

ment of the Tongass

cormmitlee hold any ANILCA
related action until the Genernl Ac
coumting Office completed its amlyss
il the Forest Seevice s implementation
ol the act and wntil hearings on the
issue ure held in Sootheast bnd i
Washington, D.C

He also reminded the committee that
the Tongass Land Management Flan
will be revised in 1989

In the past, Cowper has opposed
drastic changes in the supply fund
hecause of the severe econonue inpac
on  communities with  timber
enlerprises,

The Energy Comumission is likely to
consider the Tongass issue in an cf-
fort to reduce s ing for federal pro-
prams within 1ts jurisdiction.




