
cowper tells senate
panel not to change
funding for tongass

washington DC gov
steve cowper recently urged the
senate energy committee to refrain
fromfrova suspending or changing funding
for the management of the tongass
national forest until a thorough
review of the program can be
completed

the committee is considering a pro
posaldosal to alter the accounting formula
for the fund which provides about 45
million a year to the forest service inin
southeast alaska the fund was
created inin the alaska national interest
lands conservation act of 1980

the fund was a critical elemenaelemenielement of
compromise wrote cowper the
proposed change inin the accounting
process would alter one side of the
compromise this result would be the
equivalent of amending ANILCA
without even holding a hearingheating

cowper acknowledged that manage
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ment of the tongass the countryscountrys
largest national forest faces many
problems he ssuggestedu gested that the
committee hold 0onff any ANILCA
related action until the general ac-
counting office completed its analysis
of the forest services implementation
of the act and until hearings on the
issueissue are held inin southeast and inin
washington DCD C

he also reminded the committee that
the tongass land management plan
will be revised inin 1989

in the past cowper has opposed
drastic changes inin the supply fund
because of the severe economic impact
on communities with timber
enterprises

the energy commission isis likely to
consider the tongass issue in an ef-
fort to reduce spending for federal pro-
grams within its jurisdiction


