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A MODEL OF THE "GREATGREAT" LAMP " to bebe-

erected
be-

erectederected on the University of Alaska'sAlaskas' FairbanksFairbanks-
cam

Fairbanks-
campuscamtJuscampuscam us is studied by university officials The

lamp will be three and a half feet wide , on a five-fiveflve-flvefive-

foot
flve-

foot
five-

foot

-

foot rock pedestal , and will be similar to the tratra-tra-

ditional

¬.-

ditionaldltlonal Eskimo seal-oilsealoil- lamps

Eskimo Lamp Planned for U A
FAIRBANKS-FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKSWhenFAIRBANKS-WhenFAIRBANKSWhen-When you areare-

used
are-

usedused to the friendlyfnendIy feeling in10 anan-

Alaskan
an-

AlaskanAlaskan village , a modern univeruniver-univer-

slly
univer-

sity
¬-

sityslly campus can seem prettypretty-
lonelv

pretty-
lonelylonelylonelvlonely"thelonelv"the"thethe"TheThe" first time 1I came to thethe-

Unrverslty
the-

UniversityUniversityUnrverslty of Alaska campus at

FairbanksFaJrbanks ," said EmilyErruly IvanotIIvanotlivanoltIvanotl-
Brown

ivanolt-
BrownBrown , "II" thoughtIhought the atmoatmo-atmo-
sphere

atmo-
sphere

-¬

sphere was like a frifrigidaire-frigidairefrigidaire-

cold
frigidaire-

cold
, idaire-idaireidaire-

cold
-

cold People didn'tdidnt' smile ; nono-

one
no-

oneone spoke to strangers .. "
Mrs . Brown is an InupiatInuplatInuplat-

Eskimo
Inupiat-

EskimoEskimo , who was born in10 Una-UnaUna-

lakleet
Una-

lakleet
-.

lakleet in10 1904 . She taughttaughtaught-

school
tt-

schoolschool in10 Alaska'sAlaskas' villagesvIJlages for
20 years before coming to thethe-

uOlverslty
the-

universityuniversityuOlverslty to finish her bachebache-bache-

lor's
bache-

lor's
¬-

lor'slors' degree Last year she earnearn-earn-

ed
¬.-

ed a master'smasters' degree in10 commucommu-commu-
mcallon

commu-
nication

¬-

nicationmcallon artsarts-

After
arts-

After
arts-

AfterAfter experiencingexpenenclOg thethe-

strangeness
the-

strangenessstrangeness and loneliness ofofaof-

big
of-

big
a

big campus , she became deterdeter-deter-
mined

deter-
mined

¬-

mined to bring something of herher-

people's
her-

people'speople'speoples' culture to the univeruniver-univer-

sity
univer-

sity

¬-

sity , to encourage Native stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents to stay in school untiluntil-

Ihey
until-

theytheyIhey could become familiar withwIth-

the
with-

thethe different way of life there .

"II" . am a member of the AlasAlas-Alas-

ka

¬.-

ka Heritage Writers Association ,"
she said , "andand" we decided thatthat-

it
that-

itit would be good if the studentsstudents-
could

students-
couldcould see something on the camcam-cam-

pus
cam-

pus

¬-

pus that would remind them ofof-

the
of-

thethe familiarfarrullar ways of their ownown-

people
own-

peoplepeople . We decided to erect aa-

great
a-

greatgreat lamp that would burn onon-

the
on-

thethe campus as a symbol ofof-

knowledge
of-

knowledgeknowledge . ".
To the Native people , thethe-

flat
the-

flatflat , saucer-likesaucerlike- oil lamp , carvedcarved-

out
carved-

outout ofofsoapstonesoapstone , slate , or other

materialsmatenals , was the traditionaltraditIOnal-
center

traditional-
centercenter of familyfarruJy life , carefullycarefuJlycarefuJly-
tended

carefully-
tendedtended by the woman of thethe-

house
the-

househouse . A strip ofofaa special typetype-

of
type-

ofofofmossmoss ,, soaked in melted fat ,,

was laidlaIdalongalong a ridge dividingdividing-
the

dividing-
thethe lamp intoIOto two areas .

'. Chunks of seal fat or whalewhale-

blubber

whale-

blubberblubber were placed on the otherother-
side

other-
sideside of the ridge . The rnossmoss wickwick-

was
wick-

waswas then litfit , and as it burned ,

the fat would gradually melt andand-

run
and-

runrun through slitssll ts in10 the barrierbafflerbaffler-
to

barrier-
toto provide fuel for the flame .

The hand-carvedhandcarved- lamps werewere-

of
were-

ofof different shapes ,, and variedvanedvaned-
In

varied-

inin stzesIZe from several inchesIOches toto-

several
to-

severalseveral feet wide . TheyTheywerewerewere-

used
were-

usedused for light , heat , cooking , andand-

meltmg
and-

meltingmeltingmeltmg ice for water and had toto-

be
to-

bebe constantlycons Ian tly tended .

The Great Lamp planned forfor-

the

for-

thethe university by the associaassocia-associa-

tion
associa-

tion

¬-

tion , will be shaped as a soft-softsoft-

cornered
soft-

cornered

-.

cornered triangle approximatelyapproximately-
three

'

three and a halfhaJf feet wide andand-

made
and-

mademade of hand-hammeredhandhammered- copper .

The lamplampwillwill be designed andand-

produced
and-

producedproduced with the cooperationcooperation-
ofof the university'suniversitys' art departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment..

It willwdl be placed somewheresomewhere-
near

somewhere-
nearnear the center of the campus ,

on a piece of quartz or granitegranite-

five
granite-

fivefive feet high . The campus totemtotem-
pole

totem-
polepole , erected in 1966 as a me-memc-mcme-

jcontinued

mc-

c.ontinued

me-

tcontinued

-

jcontinued\c.ontinuedc.ontinuedtcontinued\. on page 7)7)
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Lamp . . .

( continued fromf rom page I1)11-

)mortal

)

mOrIamortal] to the tlJdltll1n,11tlJdltll1n11traditionaltlJdltll1n,11l.JY, \l.JYl.JYwaywayof\. 01of01-

II

of-

lifelifeII fe ol01of Alaska'sAlaskasAII; kJ '" IndianIndlJn peoplespCl1plc ,

will behe moved to aJ more centralcenlrJIcenlrJI-
locatIOn

central-
locationlocation nearnCdr the lamp1lmp, , demondemon-demont-

rJtl11g
demon-

strating
¬.-

strating\trJtl11gtrJtl11g\ the ideaIdeJ of01 NativeNJtJve unityUl1ltyunity-
"The

Ul1lt-
y"The

unity-
"Tire"TheThe"TireTire" site will behe among treestree\treetree-

10

trees-

to
\

to10 provide the serenity thatthJt anInIn-

elernJI
an-

eternaleternalelernJI flametlJme deservesdeserve, ,
" saidsaid-

Mrs
JldJld-

MrsMrs Brown . "WeWe" arearc planningplanl1lngplanl1lng-
to

planning-
toto placeplJce it inlI1 a circular area 18I18-

feet
HH-

feetlogbenchesfeet wide with hand-craftedhandcrafted- log
benches around the edges . SurSur-Sur-

roundmg
Sur-

rounding
¬-

roundingroundmg the lampIdmpIdmpwilllampwillwill behe ptarptar-ptar-
migan

¬.-

migan willow ,, the Eskimo symsym-¬-

bolsymbolfor the Native peoplespeople whowho-
thrive

who-
thrivethrive in the ArcticArcl1c in1f1 spite of aa-

harsh
a-

harshharsh environment .
. There willwill-

also
will-

alsoalso be plantings of wild forget-forgetforge-
tmenots

forge-
tmenots

forge-
tmenots

-

me-notsmenots- and SiberianSiberran wallflowwallflow-wallflow-
ers

¬-

ers . The area will be cobbledcobbled-
with

cobbled-
withWith stones contributedcontnbuted to thethe-

project
the-

projectproject from outlying villages .
"

The Alaska Heritage WritersWriters-

AssocJ3tlon
Writers-

AssociationAssociationAssocJ3tlon is hopinghopll1g that fundsfunds-
for

funds-
forfor the project may be raisedraised-
throUgll

raised-
throughthroughthroUgll contributionscontnbutlOns of moneymoney-
oror supplies .. Interested personspersons-
may

persons-
maymay writewnte to the association atat-

the
at-

thethe University of Alaska , Box
90826 , FairbanksFaubanks , Alaska 997019970I..

Members of the associationassociation-
are

association-
areare . Dr.. Walter Soboleff, chairchaIr-chaIr-
man

chair-
man

¬-

man ; MrsMr . Brown ; Mr . and Mrs .

Paul AsicksiksASlckslks ; LindaLlIlda Badten ;

Frank Berry ; VirginiaVlrgmia Dows ;

Poldine Carlo , ElaineElame Ramos ;

Dr . and Mrs . W.RWR. . RicklefsMrRIcklefs ; Mr..

and Mrs . Ron Senungetuk ; MrMr-

and
Mr-

andand Mrs ., Joe Senungetuk ,, EdithEdith-

Tegoslak
Edith-

TegosiakTegosiakTegoslak ; Edna Wilder and MrMr-

and
Mr-

andand Mrs . Wilson .

MiniatureMlI1lature EskimoLs"mwLsmwLskinio" lampslamplamps-
whichwhich burn vegetablevegctJble oillHI areMC bebe-bebe-

ing

¬.-

ing manufactured on a nonnO/1-nO1non-nO-
1prol

non-

profit
/ ¬-

profitprolt basisbJsls by the Pottery WorksWorks-

of
Works-

ofof Fairbanks , Box 81467 , ColCol-Col-

lege
Col-

lege
¬-

lege , AlaskaAIJska 99701 ProceedsProceeds-

from
Proceeds-

fromfrom theirthen salesJle areHe divided bebe-

tween
be-

tweentwecntween an honorariumhonordrlum lorfor MrsMrs-

Brown
Mrs-

BrownBrown , who designed them , andJndJnd-

a

and-

a scholarshipscholdrslup fund in the univerunIver-unIver-

sity's
univer-

sity's
¬-

sity'ssitys' journalism departmentdepdrtment


