AFN HEALTH SEMINAR

MODERATORS' MEETING—Moderators of the workshops during
the Seminar on Rural Health were, from left to right, Carl Jack,
Clifford Black, George Erwin, and John Shively.

HEALTH CHIEF MEETS NEW PRESIDENT—Carl Jack, adminis-
trator of the Health Affairs Program, met with newly-elected AFN
president Roger Lang to discuss health problems during the
seminar.
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DISCUSSING THE SEMINAR—Roger Lang, AFN President, Caleb
Pungowiyi, center, executive director of the Norton Sound Health
Corporation, and John Shively, AFN executive vice-president dis-

cuss meetings last week.

Representatives  trom Alas-
ka's rural arcas got together for
the first time on a statewide
basis to discuss health
The senmuinar met with all dele-
gates present Wednesday morm-
ing and then divided into five
workshops to discuss and idenn-
fy health problems from a vil-
lager's perspective and to estab-
lish prionities for improvement
of health delivery svstems
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AEN Health Attans Director
Carl Jaek welcomed the part-
cipants with an explanation ot
why elderly villagers were en-
couraged  to jom the semina
“They are here to give us puid-
ance in trying to solve our health
problems,”™ he said. “The time is
now to address health prob-
lems,” Jack added

Newly-elected AEN president
Roger Lang addressed partici-
pants, stating that because of the
claims act and the determina-
tion of Natives to tackle socal
problems, there are now “unlim-
ited opportunities 1o achieve
social planning to meet the real
needs of our people.”

He predicted that health de-
livery planning has the potential
to develop into a major industry
in rural arcas. “There is no pn-
vately ownedr industry to over-

come to bring about social
change.”
Other addresses were given

by Tanana Chiet’s Conference
Traditional Chiet Andrew Isaac
Chief Isaac told the participants
of the change of life styles ot
Natives and encouraged the sem-
mar to strive for S(l(l(l[ better-
ment for Natves.

Seminar  Chairman— Dave
Hutchinson, Region Ten Pro-
gram Director, introduced  the

seminar and explained assipn-
ments and tasks of workshops,

Village input was sohated
throughout the seninar. Guest
speaker during the group’s lunch-
eon on the first day was Della
Keats of Kotzebue, who discuss-
ed Inupiat Eskimo medicine.

Keynote speaker tormer Sen-
addressed

ator Ernest Gruening
the group on Thursday. Gruen-

ing, a graduate of Harvard Med-
ical School, has been a long ad
vocate of improved health care
and spoke with guthority on the
subject.  He  noted  histonie
achievements in rural Alaska
health care, at the same tme it
ing arcas drastically m need of
attention,

The seminar concluded Fri-
day after a pancel on the ability
of Alaska health organizations
to make concerted ettorts inim-
proving health delivery systems
and after AFN's health statt dis-
cussed organization for health
planning. Frank Degnan, follow-
ed by Carl Jack, delivered closing
remarks.

Participants rated the seminar
as beneficial, both in establish-
ing the roles of newly-organized
health corporations as well as
providing some direction for fu-
ture comprehensive planning for
designing Alaska health systems



