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A Village inIII Alaska is a socialsocialcentercenter where itsits-

people
its-

peoplepeople dance , celebratecelebraie traditionalTraditionaleventsTraditionaleventsaeventseventsa, a centercenter-
where

center-
wherewhere lifeIde is livedItved fo the present and for the futurefuture-
ItIt has a socialsocialsystemsystem its people have learned to lovelove-
through

love-
throughthroughthroughgenerationsgenerations . It gives itsifs people a meaning ofof-

life
of-

lifelife they most enoyenjoyen laY| The village is home to the peoplepeople-
Inin it Not farfor away are the gravesgroves of the lovedlovedonesones ofof-

the

of-

thethe oastpostast.. This inIII itself is a strong tie to the landlandononon-
which

on-
whichwhich the villagevi lIoge restsrests-

Man

rests-
Many

rests-
ManyMan/ManManyManvillagesManyvillages/ villages are old-ancientoldancient- ., One suchsuchvillagevillage isis-

Paint
is-

PointPointPaint Hope ini'nin' the northwestern part of Alaska .. Its sd-sdsd-
cial

ssd-
cial

-.

cialcialsystemsystem is strongstr.ong
. , interwoven withwithmanymany emotions .

Throughout this pattern , there is humor-ahumorahumor-oo- lightness ofof-

spirit
of-

spiritspirit thqtthotthat makes life worth living . As in other vilviivil-vilvil-
lages

¬.-

lagesloges , the people of that village have experiencedexperiencedC-

onlnuod
experiencedC-

ontinued(ConlnuodContinuedConlnuodonContinuedon, on PagoPage 2)2)
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)bountiful

I1-
)bountiful

)

bountiful years , lean years , love , sorrow , happiness andand-
mirth

and-
mirthmirth . All the ingredients of life are there and thethe-

people

the-

peoplepeople live them to the fullest . From the experience ofof-

life

of-

lifelife through the pastpost centuries , the people there havehave-
found

have-
foundfound their settlement worthworthsupportingsupporting and this supportsupport-
has

support-
hashas come from the land , sea , lakes , steep cliffs andand-
ri

and-

riversriversri vers .

One of the important facts that should be rememberremember-remember-
ed

¬-

ededaboutabout the life ofofaa village in Alaska is the landlandprealandareapreaareaprea-
it

area-
it

area
it needs for its very exisfenceexistence . AAvillagevillage is not unlikeunlike-
some

unlike-
somesome huge cities of the world . These cities reachreachoutoutout-
for

out-
farfarfor afield for their existence .

AAcitycity cannot supportupport$ itsits-
needs

its-
needsneeds within its boundaries It has to reachreachoutout forfor-

food

for-

foodfood . Not unlikeunlrke an octopus , it extends its huge tentatenta-tenta-
cles

tenta-
cles

¬-

cles a thousandthousandmithousandmilesmilesmi les seekingseekingnourishmentnourishment for its hugehuge-

population

huge-

populationpopulation whether thatth at nourishment be cattle , corn ,

potatoes , peas , fruit , poultry or many other foodstuffsfoodstuffs-
.

An Aleut ,. Indian or Eskimo villagevillagervillageralthoughinfini, althoughalthough-infini-

-

althoug-
h

infin-
i

althoughinfini-
tesimal

infiniinfini-infini-

tesimal

¬-

tesimal in size comparedcomparedwithwith great cities of the world,

nevertheless needs miles in radius to support it-notitnotitnotf-
ive

itnotf-
ive

-
five or ten miles but 40, 50 , 60, 7070milesmiles or more if it isis-
to

is-
toto be supportedsupportedadequatelyadequately andandwellwell..

Like a great city , a village exists by harvesting itsits-
needs

its-
needsneeds not by the usualusualcultivationcultivation but by . getting wildwild-

animals

wild-

animalsanimals forlor foodIQodIQodandfoodandand the by-productsbyproducts- therefrom . This isis-
called

is-
calledcalled hunting but it is harvest nevertheless . SinceSince-

these

Since-

thesethese animals do not come obliginglyobliginglywithinwithin easyeasyreachreach ,

the harvesters have to go scores ofofmilesmiles to get themthem-

This

them-

ThisThis has been a time-proventimeproven-- system thatthot has workedworked-

and

worked-

andandandItit was infallible to the village it supported TheThe-

land

The-

landlandlandaroundaroundaroundaa villagevillage5is/55/ its lifeline andandwithoutwithout it , thethe-

settlement

the-

settlementsettlement would be doomed


