
ANICA Official Evaluates thethe-
Purpose, Purpose of the OrganizationOrganizationO-

urOurOllr, purpose-WhatpurposeWhat- do we stand for and8I1d8I1dwhoandwhowho are we?

Alaska NativeNatlve IndustriesInduslrles Cooperative AjsociationAuociationillsociationi , comcom-com-
monly

com-
monly

¬-

monly known o-'so-sa-'sa-sa-'sa-s' ANICAAN1 A,, waswaj formed for tFiiithisthi s purpose-"Topurpose"ToTopurpose"Tpurpose-purposepurpose"Top-
roduce

- "TT"Ta"T-
produce

" a
produce , buy andandsellsellsellnativenative products ; to buybuyandandandsellsellsellcomcoicom-comcom-
modIties

com-
modities

-

modifiesmodIties to members andandnonmembersnon-membersnonmembers- ; andandengageengage in anyanyacaac-acac-
tivitIes

ac-
tivities

-

tivities related thereto , whichwhichwillwill promote the socialsocIalwelwel-welwel-
fare

wel-
fare

-

fare of the natives in the economic field . "
ANICAANICAISis owned by a group of 36 nativenatove village storesstores-

extend
stores-

extendingextendingextend 109 from the Arctic Ocean in the north to the AleutianAleutian-
Islands

Aleutian-
IslandsIslands in farfor away southwest Alaska , and from St . LaurenceLaurence-
Island

Laurence-
IslandIslandIslandInin the west , only a few short miles from Russian SiSi-SiS-
ibefla

S-
iberia

¬-

beriabefla, to the Canadian border in Eastern Alaska . EachEachvilvilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage has a Director who is elected for a three-yearthreeyearthree-YllarYllar- termterm-
Thll

term-
TheTheThll terms expire in alternate yeqrsyears so there willwillalwaysalways bebe-

experienced
be-

experiencedexperienced boardboardmembersmembers serving . The Directors are availavail-avail-
able

avail-
able

¬-

able to the village councils and Store Managers for anyanynecesnecesneces-neces-
sary

neces-
sary

¬-

sary andandneededneededneededconsultatoonneededconsultationconsultationconsultatoon .

All the 36 DirectorsDllectors elect a President from one of theirtheir-
group

their-
groupgroup by popular majoritymOlarIty vote to serve for a 3-year3year3-yeoryeor- termterm-
The

term-
TheThe 3636mnmber36membermombermnmbermember stores Oreare divideddIvidedIntointo five groups withwithapapap-apap-
proximately

ap-
proximately

¬-

proximately 77storesstores and 7 Directors in each group EachEach-
groups

Each-
groupsgroups ' DirectorsDllectors castcost their ballots for the Director of thetheir-
choice

their"
choice to represent them and to serve as their Vice-PresidentVicePresidentVlce-PresiJentVlcePresiJentVlcePresiJentf-
or

VicePresidentf-
or

-

for three years The DirectorDllector receiving the most votes fromfrom-
his

from-
hishis group becomesbecom s the group'sgroups' Vice-PresidentVicePresident- , andandaa membermember-

ofof ANICA'sANICAs' ExecutiveExeclltlve Committee . The BoardBoordBoordISBoardisis comprisedcomprisedofofof-
the

of-
thethe President and five Vice-PresidentsVicePresidents- ( one from each-ofeachof- thethe-
five

the-
five

'

five grc ps;5)5:> ) . ThisThl s Executive BoardBoordBoordsupportsBoardsupportssupports the program 1thatthat-
appears

that-
appearsappears to be to the best interests of the Association toto-
pursue

to-
pursuepursue These recommendations are carefully pursued by thethe-
Association's

the-
Association'sAssociation'sAssociations' management to determine feasibility and to rere-
port

re-
portport back to the ExecutiveExecutove Committee for further study soso-
the

so-
thethe committee may determine the course ofofactionaction it deendeemsdeems-

advisable
deems-

advisableadvisable to the end the best interests of the AssociationAssoCIation-
may

Association-
maymay be served .

Starting backbackInin 1947-48194748194748with- with four stores to an impressive
3636Inin 1966 , the program has been useful , servedservedaa veryveryneedneedneed-need-
ed

need-
ed

¬-
ed help to the villages in10 the Association , and to say thethe-

least
the-

leastleast , quite successful As to bebeexpectedexpected , there have beenbeen-

same

been-

somesomesame criticismsCritIC I sms from outside sources who actually have notnot-
the

not-
thethe faintestlalntest ideadea, of how the Association operates nor havehave-
they

have-
theythey triedtraed to learn We have servedservedaa definitedefln'tedeflnte' needneedInin an erenen-
deavor

en-
deavordeavor to bolster the economyl"canamylcanamy" of the villages in our group ,

whichwhchwhchnowhichno, no one can denydeny'sdenysdenyisis' '' imperativeimperative-
For

ImperatIve-
For

imperative-
ForFor these principlespflnclples we have stoodstoodInin the past-dopastdopost-dopost- nonaw-nawnow-nownaw-

and
now-

and
-

andandwllandwillwillwllwillcontinueIIcontonuecontinuecontonue to do so in the future


