Cled to: Umm ‘the little - girl's’

* covisin who, along with Immiher
;and . father, " had = died of.’ “the
plu'ue. Olagroag took . the dog
“ with ‘her saying, “You're going to
'be my dog from mxw on.”)

By now.mn uocn
‘Times Editor
(Copywright, 1965)
i The liitie Eroup resuined Wn}‘iiﬁg‘
‘toward Tikiqaq. ..Pooktouruk fol-
lowed " closely  and alongside the

i

little girl. He wriggled and sidled |

azamst his tiny ‘new master. He
whined happxly and oﬂvn as_Ola-
groaq held on to- his hair “on “us
shoulders. - : ~

/Pooktnruk 'had grown into a large
dog, only ngw he /wi Jean 'from

lack of food, Hxs 1egs seemed too.v

long for his size.
Sorrowful Actlvlty ¢
' As they walked, Sigvoana couldn’t
seem to take her eyes away from
. the -activity on the tundra where
Tikigagmiuts (Point Hope people)
" “were burying their dead. -

“This is indeed a tragic period in|

our lives, - Anigsoaq,” the -woman
remarked. “Like you said, the fu-
ture might be a dark one for Tiki-

They ‘were directly in the path

of the wind from the three people.

They apparently caught the - scent
and came up the bank to mvesu-
Bawe,

I Pooktouruk notlced them at once
He- bristled and snarled, Aniqsoeq
picked up a whale tlb ‘he saw near-
by in case he needed it.

The dogs came ‘at a steady trot
They nexmer looked _mean_nor un~
‘_Iriendly but Aniqsonq .and Pook=
- touiruk were. rmt taking any chances:
Pookfoutuk " voiced: his -defiance|
with - bared. fartgs,  He had now,
taken over as the protector of the,
three people with "him. He broke
away. from thé uttle girl and rush-
ed toward thie dogs.

“Don’t gét hurt, Pooktouruk!” Ola-
qreaq shouted.

The dog stopped after 'a short
distance and snarled his defiance.
The four dogs also stopped. The

pack and the lone dog eyed each
otaer for several moments and then

he huge settle%-
several ‘people

uncmfoﬂabm
ment.  They:

s!.’&

'nmong the igloos who were movmx

in- sllence .
=l memq ed Sigvoana and
the little girl. w1th kindly, sad
smiles. The women. were unsmiling.
‘They .looked squarely into Siq-
voana's eyes. They then rushed in-
to -one another's ' ar rms -and- broke
intd 'tragic sobs. Not a word was
uttered. That-would be later when
grief was bearab

Pooktouruk broke away from Oln-
qroaq once again. He trotted swift‘
1y to the Kayoukiuk igloo that had
‘been his home. He stopped near the
entrdnce -and settled on his
haunches; He looked quemonmgly
at the little girl.

“We're not stopping there, Pook-
touruk, We're going to our igloo.
Come on, Pooktouruk!” the child
urged.

The dog hesxtated tilting * his
head to his right. He rose and be-
gan to nose around the .entrance.

he ‘dog was .voicing his sorrow

for his masters he ‘will never. see |

again; .

The howl ;of the dog: was lnwm
sitied:. by the. setting . ——. the "igloa
that was empty. The plague had
taken his people away.

Emotions - welled ., in. the . hree
people, The weight ot Pooktouruk's
anguish. found. expression’ through
the tiny child. Olagroaq broke: into
uncontroliable sobs, She ran to the
‘dog and wrapped Jer arms arouind
his neck. .

“You shouldn’t “do that, _Pook-|
. | touruk,” the child -said;"” bitterly,
“youw're making me ery. . I know
you miss” thurna Uncle Kayoutuk
-—Achoyak-—but you, can‘t stay here.
Yon have to come with ‘me, Come
on; Pooktotruk!” "

She tugged at tae dog. He rose
and began to follow the little girl.
He walked with her knowing he
‘'was going home.

Eat With Us

The little group walked a short
distance further and then they were
at Attungana'’s igloo, Siqvoana didn’t
know what to do:or say. She was
home now without her husband and
four children, She dxeaded going
into the house.

She leaned -over to her daughter
and said very quietly, “My little
one; you must be very tired. I am.
I'am very tired.”

“Yes, mother. I am very txred'and
I want to sleep too. Can,I tike
Pooktouruk -in with -me?”

“You may. He is your dcg now.”

“Pooktouruk, you're going into
the house with me!”

The permission brigntened the
little girl and she hugged her dog
around the neck.

Siqvoana turned to Anigsoaq who.
had been standing by quietly.

“Anigsoaq, after I rest up a little,
I want to go to the sigioaq and get
 some oogruk meat. After I cook jt, I
I'want you to eat with us,” the woman
said.

“I nave some good meat in my
siqloaq,” the man answered. “I'1l get
some and bring it here. You can
rest in the meantime.”

“As you wish, Anigsoaq,” Sig-
voana replxed just nbove a whisper.

Tnc Epnv.ue

Siqvoana and the little girl be-
gan life in their xigloo  glone at
tirst. Anigsoaq lived alone as well
in hig igloo, although he ate his
meals with the woman and the
child. Sigvoana had insisted that
he did heeauge he had no one to
prepare his meals.

Pookiourtik thrived and fattened
under good care little Olagroaq gave
him. He developed' great affection
Afor the child.

Many childrén had béen orphaned
by the plague. Shortly after her
‘xetum to Tikiqaq, Sigvoana took in
two boys and a little girl. They
were second  cousins of little' Ola-
qroaq. Othér survivirg ‘adults took |
in others and in: a' surprisingly
ghort time everyone was placed’ ln
a home.

" In something over.a year, Siq-
voana and Anigsoaq became man’
and wife. It was a_ rathei casual
marriage, no ‘doubt ' hindered some-
what by the memeories: ‘of bota per-
sons, .

Ofagroaq accepted the man and
became attached to him and  this
‘helped the marriage. The man and
wife, muca to their surprise, became
‘parents of alittle boy. This further
.cemented ‘the. relationship and the
new family became quite happy.

The first year after the. terrible

|'plaque hit the TiKiqaq “area, tae |

mouth, Tt was piercing — tragic. |

‘pursued their
through .the
years i a heroie. e!férs-ﬁo teed and.

‘Even thouxh “the men. expendéd
their great efforts, skills and endur-
ance, foéd supplies. in- thy- llage
dwindled - each’ succeeding  year.
This was worsened by the inevitable

unfavorable. hunting conditions. -

Starvation began to be :a common
visitﬂtnon
‘Untenable Truuuons

Many lives were lost through tais
and dire suffering became:the order
-0t the day. -And. dpun.«through the
years, new. diseases-came to' Tiki«
qaq_and exaam eir, tall in myle
tiple deaths.  The :constant :loss of
loved ones ineuiiah!y hegan -to tell
on-the survivors..

‘Some  established traditlons e~
came untenable, and.one especially,
that of tradition of eleanliness, al-
most  toppled . completely. Under
constant suffering, many people be-
gan to neglect. the cleaning of their
dwellings, Dirt and. filth resulted.

Through the tragic years, Siq-
voana and a few other women dog-
gedly clung to the tradition of clean-
liness. They tried to pass it on to
their offspring. Some of theme were
successful .and the traces of this
effort can still be seen in the vil-
lage of Tikiqaq. ;

Unshaken Tradition

One tradition that remained un-
daunted was the dance. No matter
how discouraging thefoutlook mignt
have been, dancés w‘re held. They
gave the survivors a spintual out-
let and -enc¢ouragement for. the tg-
ture, both sorely needed under the
terrible strains of suffering.

The aestnetic ‘value of the dance
was unmistakabie and it, no doubt,
served as an important bridge ‘to
suyvival of the present day inhabi«
tapts of Tikigaq.

igvoana lived to be an old, old
woman. She outlived her second
husband Anigsoaq by eight years.
Although she suffered along wita
her people through her long life,
she lived in compariive comfort,
especially during her aging years.

Her daughter Olaqroaq was true
to er word she made when she
was very young that she would take
care of her mother.

Strong Personality |
- Although small in stature, Sig-
Vearit was 4 strong personality. She
was stern. at times,
was sought after, even by men, She
Awas a*traditionalist: and 'she urged
aer -people -accordingly.. |

Olagroag grew up into a fine, ih-
- telligent- woman. Cne. of her, fmest
qualities was her great kindnes
She was rather reserved and she

frequently fell into quiet’ moments, - -

This seemed to reflect her difficult
years during which she made gre}at
sacrifices‘on behalf of the villagers.
Her readiness tc help anyone-en-
deared her to the peop}e of Tiki-
Qaaq.

yuung ‘woman. Her . hand . was

Her" wisdom *

‘She - had grown xnto a’ digniﬂed g

a fine. hunter and ora
i

sought after by the ablest youx;'g‘

hunters. She married one of- the
ulhmately They had . seven . chll-
dren only two of which survived. |
Such were the men and women of
the: old village ' of Tikiqaq. Taey
were ' the people who struggled
against almost - insurmountable odds
and won. Today, their blood. flows
in the veins of the 350 men, women
and children of Point. Hope, sur-
vivors .of 2,000 people deemed’ to
htve inhabited the ancient igloo city
up to early yearg of 1800 and what
is thought to be the oldest con-

tinuously inhabited settlement. in
Alaska. : i



