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BRUCE
'

MEETS INDIAN
' .

EDITORSEl ITOH
,

CommissionerCofninissionerCom'm'issioner
' '

of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs ExplainsExp1airseRecenteRecent-
BIA

RecentRecent-
BIABIA ReorganizationReorganization

By MADELYNMADEL YN SHULMANSHUUIANSHUUIAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
StaffStaff WriterWrite-

r'DENVER'This
Write-

r'DENVER"Thi
Write-

r'DENVER"This'DENVER-'This'DENVERDENVER'ThisThis'DENVER-"Thi"ThiThi'DENVER-"This"This' - '" $ is one ofof-

the
of-

thethe highlights of my career inmm-

public
in-

publicpublic serviceselVlc.eselVlceservice,". ," CommissionerCommissioner-
Louis

Commissioner-
LouisLouis R . Bruce told a groupgroup-
of

group-
ofof newmen from Indian newsnews-news-
papers

news-
papers

-¬-

papers who gathered in DenverDenver-
Monday

Denver-
MondayMonday afternoon to questionquestion-
him

question-
himhim onon changes in the BureauBurea-
uofndian

Bureau-
oflndianofofndianoflndian)ndian Affairs .

"ThisThis'This"'" is the first press concon-con-

ference
con-

ference
¬-

ference by an official of thethe-

U.S
the-

USU.SUS., . Government With an InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian press ," saidaid$ the CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-

sioner
-¬-

sioner among Indian alfairsaffairs .

He called the press conferconfer-confer-
ence

confer-
ence

¬-

ence to explainexplam the reasonsreasons-
behind

reasons-
behindbehind recent realignment toto-

Bureau
to-

BureauBureau Chief.. Among thethe-

charges
the-

chargescharges which CommissionerCommissioner-
Bruce

Commissioner-
BruceBruce replied to were thosethose-
that

those-
thatthat he had failed to .consultconsult.consult-
with

consult-
with

..
with tnbaltnbaJtribal council andandnativenativenative-
association

native-
associationassociation leaders before rere-rere-

aligning
re-

aligning
¬-

aligning field personnel..
"WeWe" are tryingtrymg to set upupaup-

system
aa-

systemsystem for consult action withwith-
the

with-
thethe tribes ," said the CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-
sioner

-¬-

sioner . "ThisThis" would involveinvolve-
aa structure composed of tribaltribal-
leader

tribal-
leadersleadersleader ,} across the country . "

"WeWe" have 30 days to setset-

this
set-

thisthis group ," the CommissionerCommissioner-
said

Commissioner-
saidsaid . "AsAs" of now , changes inin-

the
in-

thethe Bureau have not yet becomebecome-
permanent

become-
permanentpermanent regulations . "

Bruce also expressed his atat-atat-

tentions
at-

tentions
¬-

tentions to consult and informl form

members of the newlyne'Wly' formedformed-
Indian

formed-
IndianIndian Press Association whichwhIch-
was

which-
waswas the basis for the press concon-con-

ference
¬.-

ference called bybv the BureauBureau-
IntnIn Denver.. TheTh Denver concon-con-
ference

¬.-
ference invited 20O editors fromfrom-
Indian

from-
IndianIndian newspapers across thethe-

country
the-

countrycountry andandininm Alaska .

, "ManyMany" times , " the CommisComrms-ComrmsCommis-Comrms-
sloner

Commis-
sioner

-¬-

sionersloner said , "wewe"" facedf.IcedfIcedf.Icedafaceda. a situasitua-SItUsitua-
tion

.! ¬'-
tiontlon in the Indian1ndlan press wherewhere-
some

where-
somesome ofofourour news is gotten b\bb-

rumors
b-bb-

rumors
b \:-,

rumors . I look forward toto-

seemg
to-

seeingseeingseemg youyou face to faceLice anddnddnd-

being
and-

beingbeing ableable to explaincxplal svhat"hthtwhat" .! isI-
Sguing

is-

goinggoingguing on . "
The Commissioner(omtmsslOner denieddenied-

tha
denied-

thatthethatthathatthet the newflew reannouncedreannouned.: policypollc\pollcpolio\}
foffofreassignmentfoi"reaSSlgnmentfoireaSSlgnmentfor-reassignmentforreassignmentpollcfoi"reaSSlgnment"-reassignment, of fieldteldteldadfieldadeld adadad-adad-

ministrator
¬.-

ministratorminlstrator"negotiable"Inis "negotiablenegotiable"negotlablnegotlabl"negotiable-"negotiablenegotiable" "
.

".-

"InIn" no case willwlll the BIABlABlA-

allow
IAIA-

allowallow suchsuchanan entryentr\entrentryentrwithout\' withoutwithout-
first

without-
firstfirst consultingconsultmgconsultmgwithwithwithwiththethe tribetribe-
or

tribe-
oror Alaskan nativenallve group .,

,"" saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe Commissioner..

In reference to the policypolleypolley-
statement

policy-
statementstatement ofofreassignmentreassignment ofof-

employees
of-

employeesemployees if the people feelfeel-

the
feel-

theghisdoinghisthe fieldfieldadmmlstraloradministratoradmmlstralor is doingdOl g
his job , they would not releaserelease-
him

release-
himhim . The new policyyohcy_ requiresrequires-
aa review of the field administraadministra-administra-
tor

¬-

tor by the local tribes or AJas-AJasAlas-AlasAJas-

kan
Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
--

kan native group involvedmvolVed everyevevery-
six

ryry-

sixsix months after the fieldfieldadad-ad-adad-ad-

ministrator
-ad-

ministrator
¬-

ministrator ( formally the supersuper-super-
intendent

super-
intendent

¬-

intendent ) is initially 2 yearsyears-
in

years-
inin office .. He willwilI be evaluatedevaluated-
onon his ability to involve IndianIndian-
tribes

Indian-
tribestribes in the day to day operaopera-operaopera-

tion
opera-

tion
¬-

tion of the old programs asas-

well
as-

wellwell as other areasarea $ .

""""ThereThere'There' are some serioussenous sitsit-sitsit-

uations
sit-

uations
¬-

uations in the BIA , " admittedadmitted-
Commissioner

admitted-
CommissionerCommissioner Bruce .

He describedd scribed the situationssituations-
inin the BIA where present supersuper-super-
intendents

super-
intendents

¬-

intendents and area directorsdirectors-
were

directors-
werewere exacting return on prepre-pre-

vious
pre-

vious
¬-

vious favors from tribal councilcouncil-
members

council-
membersmembers in votes of supportsupport-
when

support-
whenwhen these BIABlA officers camecame-

Continued

came-

ContInued

came-

Continued( Continued on Page 6 . )
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, A' fairiyfairly

, ;;; automaticautomatic ' policyjpoUcypolicy . '{ ! ,

'J
,'BruceBiuceBiuca impliedimpled ,. might avoid these ,

(

situations.. ., The CommissionerConunissoner '

conconfirmedumed reportsreportsIreportsthatreports'that'thatthat'I' that '' Morris ''

Thompson',; presentlypreseptly :; iniriryash,WashWash-\yash-yashyashi-
ngt

Was-
hington'special \-¬-
ington'specialingtonspecialingtoningt ,, special'special' assistant Ub? tOtto thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary "' of7orof:- theyinteriorthC7Interiorthe" Interior ,. 'willwilltwilltwill-

6e
'will-

b

'

Be-1Be16eb ?-!' proposedp posed , forforAthe(or ,, thel'jotheljothejob' job ofof-

Alnkan
of-

AlaskanAlaskanAlnkan
"-

area
a- rea" area directordirector1director.HedirectorHedirector.Heap. ,. He anrap-aprti-

cipated
ap-

ticipated

¬-

ticipated no problemspr blem'sblems' in hayinghavinghaving-

thediethee ", appointmenta intment 'approvedapproved'' ,., byby-

civil

by-

civilcivil servicesemce:. ., ' ,

"TheThe'The""' CommissionerCommissionerseemedCommissioner /seemedseemed'seemed/;, 'seemed-

optimistic

'seemed-

optimisticoptimistic
'

about theth , appoin-

tr

appoint-appointappoint-
ment

appoint-
ment

-
, of Morton as newnew-

Secretary
,

-r-mentmentwent- Roger ,- "
'

SecretarysecretarY'' of'of' theth
'

' Interior/InteriorInteriorMorInteri r,./,.
'-

came
c-

ame
'-

camet
'
'Mor-'MorMor'Mor-

ton

' MorMor-Mor-

ton

¬-

ton , hebehetold'\-toldtold- told'thetoldthethe group , came-
r

came
tr.., hehiehi!. nffiffnffirponMd-P.taetnMdP.taetnMdP.taetPtaet- . . lastbd week, to talk

;,'.,- ,., j,\i,7lti7lt,
, , Itt ;,; \, wa\thewathewas$\' the i,firstifirsttrustfirst-timefirsttime-' "timetime"timeI"

I>, aa-

Secretiiyrt'orSecretarySecretaSecretiiyrt'orSecretiiyrtory'oprospectiveyoprospective' or('-
the

t-
he' prospective Secre-SecreSeceSecre-

tarx.ycame
SecSecre-

tary
e-e-et-

ary
-- .

,
:,

,

;:
'\ tarx.ycametarxycametary , .,. ;

'.camecame..camelover, 'overoverlover'' ' to the BIABIA-

om
BIA-

offices
;
officesom s,.",

"'
"

said'said' 'CoJDCoJD'CommissionerCommissioner'Commissioner-
Bruce

' Commissioner1S$oner '

Bruce .., ,
' "HeHe""He'sHes*'$ not in office butbut-

I
but-

II amaniand veryvery hopefulhppeful soon he wilL..,'", ' :

Some .,, problems whichwhicIi rere-re-re-
main

re-

main
¬-

main accordingrding to , the Commis:.¬=

sionerionersionet$ . includejnctude ' civil .' service rere-rere-
quirements

re-

quirements
-¬-

quirementsquirementsVh.ichwhich\Vh.ichVh.ich\. often preventprevent-

him
prevent-

himhim 'fromfrom'

. putting , Indiansdians inin'Iin-

high

'II'-

Ihigh

'

high policy positionspoitions$ 'duedue' toto-

lack
to-

JacklackJack of salary requirements..
State' programsprograms , he saidsaid,, pay .-

about halfhalf, as much asass some-
federal

somesome-

federafederalfederafederalones! onesones\onesonesivi1...\;, Civilivi1 service clasdUoclas-dUo-
sifications

clas-
sifications

¬-

sificationssificationsareare judged by salary .
"II" am looking to place InIn-In-In-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians inn the ., upper gradeade off the

who attended the conferenceconferenCe-

.included
conferenceconference-

includedincluded.included. representativesre resentativeSresentativeSofof varvar-var-

iou
var-

ious

¬-

iousiou
,
IndianInIndian newspapersnnewspaperswspapers through-throughthrou -,


