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PRESIDENT SIGNSSIGNS-PaulSIGNSPaul-Paul Bernal ( left ) and JuanJuan-
De

Juan-
DeDe Jesus Romero of the Taos Pueblo delegationdelegation-
wItness

delegation-
witnesswitness a historichistone moment in10 Indian affairs asas-

President
as-

PresidentPresident Nixon signs intoIOto law H.RHR. . 471 onon-

December
on-

December
'-

to
t- o'December ISreturning15returning to the Taos Pueblo people

approximately 48,00048000, acres of land and thethe-
Blue

the-
BlueBlue Lake . The signingsl9ning ceremonies ended 6464-

years
64-

yearsyears of effort by the people of Taos PuebloPueblo-
to

Pueblo-
toto rega'- inrega- inregain' these landslands-

U.S
lands-

U.S
lands-

U.S
.

-U.SU.S- . . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Photo

On December 15IS , PresidentPresiden-
tNb

President-
NixonNixonNb.onon. signed H.RHR.. . 471 , the billbill-

which
bill-

whichwhich declaresdec1ares that certaincerta n landslands-
in

lands-
inin Carson National Forest , NewNew-
Mexico

New-
MexicoMexico are held in trust forfOr-

the
for-

thethe Pueblo de Taos .

The 48,00048000, acre tract of landland-
includes

land-
includesincludes the Blue Lake area ,
the center of Taos Pueblo religrelig-relig-

ious
relig-

ious
¬-

ious customs since the fourteenthfourteenth-
century

fourteenth-
centurycentury .

In 1906 , the landlandwaswaswas mademade-
part

made-
partpart of the Carson National ForFor-For-
est

For-
est

¬-
est . The Indian Claims ComCdm-CdmCom-Cdm-
mission

Com-
mission

¬-
mission determined the governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
ment took these lands withoutwithout-
compensation

without-
compensationcompensation . Due to the imim-imim-

portance
im-

portance
¬-

portance of this area to theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople , the Taos Pueblo havehave-
refused

have-
refusedrefused to take money inin'com-in'comincomin'com-
pensation

'comcomcom-' com-
penation

¬-

pensationpenation$ and pushed for thethe-
return

the-
returnreturn of these lands..

H.RHR... 471 declares the U.SUS. .

holds title , in trust for the PuebloPueblo-
de

Pueblo-
dede Taos , to the Blue Lake area .

It will becomebec me part of the PuebloPueblo-
de

Pueblo-
dede Taos reservation , administeredadministered-
byby the Secretary ,. of the InteriorlnteiiorInterior-
as

lnteiior-
asas are other such trust lands .

Under the new law , the InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians can useuSe the land for tratra-tratra-

ditional
tra-

ditional
¬-

ditional purposespurpose'only-religious'onlyonlyreligiouss'only-religiouss'onlysonlys'onlyreligiousc-
eremonies

'onlyreligiousc-
eremonieS

' -
ceremonies'', hunting andmd fishing ,

a source of water , forage forfor-

livestock
for-

livestocklivestock , wood , timber and otherother-
natural

other-
naturalnatural resources for their perper-per-
sonal

per-
sonal

¬-
sonal use .

ExcepKforExcep orr these uses , thethe-
land

the-
landland will foreverf ver remain wildwild-
and

wild-
andand willwiII be administereda inistered as aa-

wilderness
a-

wildernesswilderness under the WildernessWilderness-
Act

Wilderness-
ActAct of 1964 .

The act also provides for entryentry-
of

entry-
ofof nonmembers of the tribe ,

with consent of the Taos Pueblo ,
for purposes compatible with

Nixon SignsSigns Taos PuebloPuebl Land BillBiI
wildernesswilderne s preservation . ItIt-

authorizes
It-

authorizesauthorizes the Pueblo , with tribaltribal-
funds

tribal-
fundsfunds , to arrange the relinquish-relinquishrelinquish-
ment

relinquish-
ment

relinquish-
ment

-
mentpermitswhichof present leases or permitspermits-
whichwhichwhichwerewere previously grantedgranted-
concerning

granted-
concerningconcerning the lands .

Finally , the bill directs thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Claims Commission toto-

determine
to-

determinedetermine to what extent thethe-

value
the-

valuevalue of the Blue Lake areaarea-
offsets

area-
offsetsoffsets any claims the Taos maymay-
have

may-
havehave against the United States .


