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Byay MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-

Staff
SHULMAN-

StaffStaffWriterStaffWriter-

With

Staff WriterWriter-

WithWith a rural population scatscat-scat-

tered
scat-

tered
¬-

tered among small communitiescommunities-
separated

communities-
separatedseparated by hundreds, ' andand-

thousands
and-

thousandsthousands of miles , how doesdoes-
Alaska

does-
AlaskaAlaska provide dental care forfor-

all
for-

allall of its citizens ?
Mainly , since most rural resiresi-resi-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents are Alaskan Natives , itit-

'is
it-

'is'isis'' the federal government whichwhich-
faces

which-
facesfaces this responsibility .

The Indian Health Service ,
the branch ofof'theoftheof''-

the
t-

he'
the U.SUS. . PublicPublic-

Health
Public-

HealthprovideshealthHealth Service which provides
health care totb the Indian populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

¬-
tion of the U.SUS. ., stations dentistsdentists-
throughout

dentists-
throughoutthroughout the state of AlaskaAlaska-
toto give dental care to AlaskanAlaskan-
Natives

Alaskan-
NativesNatives at no fee .

Isls this the best method forfor-

providing
for-

providingproviding such care? Many denden-den-

tists
den-

tists
¬-

tists in Alaska disagree , suggestingsuggesting-
aa system in which private denden-den-

tists
den-

tists
¬-

tists would provide dental serser-ser-

vices
ser-

vices
¬-

vices in most areas under governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment contract .

This system was recentlyrecently-
abandoned

recently-
abandonedabandoned in Fairbanks for medmed-med-
ical

med-
ical

¬-

ical services . What are the relarela-rela-
tive

rela-

tive
-¬-

tive advantages ?
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"ContractContract" care in metropolimetropoli-metropoli-
tan

¬-

tan as well as in remote areasareas-
can

areas-
cancan provide incentive for betterbetter-
distribution

better-
distributiondistribution of private dentists , "
says Dr . G.TGT. . Morrow , PresidentPresident-
of

President-
ofof the Alaskan DentalDen tal Society .

Dr . Morrow recentlyrecentlywrotewrotewrote-
to

wrote-
toto the Tundra Times to answeranswer-
questions

answer-
questionsquestions about the Alaska DenDen-Den-
tal

Den-
tal

¬-
tal Society'sSocietys' views on dentaldental-
care

dental-
carecare in Alaska .

( Continued on Page 6)6) .




