
Eskimos' Apparent Perceptual GiftsGifts-

Ca

Gifts-

CanCanCa Lead to TechnicalTTchnicalchnical,, Science Fields
COLLEGE - Eskimos havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen referred to in highly laudalauda-lauda-
tory

lauda-
tory

¬-
tory terms by explorers andand-
present

and-
presentpresent day observers for theirtheir-
mapmaking

their-
mapmakingmap-makingmapmaking--- ability andandmechanmechanmechan-mechan-
ical

mechan-
ical

¬-
ical talentstal en ts.

Dr. Judith Kleinfeld , an asuas-asas-

sistant
-¬.

sistant professor of educationaleducational-
psychology

educational-
psychologypsychology at the University ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska , suggests that these apap-apap-
titudes.may

ap-

titudes
-¬-

"unusuallyhightitudestitudes.maytitudesmay"maymay"., reflect "unusuallyunusually'unusually"' 'unusually-
high 'high intellectualintellectualabilitiesabilities " inn suchsuch-
areas

such-
areasareas as perceptual analysis andand-
image

and-
imageimage memory .

In a paper just published sheshe-

says
she-

sayssays that the performance ofof-

Eskimos
of-

EskimosEskimos on measures of theirtheir-
learning

their-
learninglearning abilities "approximatesapproximates"

. _ . .. - - . .- .. . .-

and in some instancesnstances exceedsexceeds-
national

exceeds-
nationalnational norms " .

"InIn" an exploratoryexplo a'toryatory' study rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported in this paperppaperper ," Dr . KleinKlein-Klein-
feld

Klein-
feld

¬-

feld writes , "villagevillage" Eskimoskimo stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents surpassed urban CaucasianCaucasian-
students

Caucasian-
studentsstudents in their ability to recallrecall-
complexly

recall-
complexlycomplexly structured images .

Since the cultural biases of concon-con-

ventional
con-concon-

ventional
¬-

ventional psychological tests maymay-
result

may-
resultresult in a test score that isis-

lower
is-

lowerlower than the person'spersons' levellevel-

of
level-

ofof ability , it is not unreasonableunreasonable-
toto suggest that Eskimos ' actualactual-
abilities

actual-
abilitiesabilities in these areas may . bebe-

even
be-

eveneven ,, higher than such studiesstudies-
indicate

studies-
indicateindicate .. ".

Professor Kleinfeld interprets

her suggestion to mean that notnot-
every

-

every Eskimo possesses the taltal-taltal-

ents
tal-

ents
¬-

ents to which she refers butbut-
that

but-
thatthat "inin" a group of EskimosEskimo , , .

selected at random , more inin-inin-

dividuals
in-

dividuals
¬-

dividuals who have high abilityability-
ininn this area will probably bebe-

found
be-

foundfound than in some other ranran-ranran-

domly
ran-

domly
¬-

domly selected group " .
,.

TThehe academic progress of EsEs-EsEs-
kim

Es-

kimos
-¬-

kimoskimkimoss , she says , may be subsub-sub-
stantially

sub-

stantially
-¬-

stantially increased by educaeduca-educa-
tional

educa-
tional

¬-

tional methods that buildbuildononon-

Eskimo
on-

EskimoEskimo students ' learninglearning-
strengths

learning-
strengthsstrengths .

Her paper , entitled "CogniCogni"Cogni-"Cogni-
tive

"Cogni-
tive

" ¬-
tive Strengths of EskimosE.sk.imosEsk.imos. andand-

Continued

and-

Continued( Continued on Page 6 . )

" . . . . , " - . ,




