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. iiHigh! High
l1,
1schobischoolschobischoolschoolpolicies'" policiesppIiciesIicies whichwhich-

place
:

placeElace , ruralrral Native students in
. slow'slow'slot "classesmaypenalizeclassesmaypenalize" classes rhaymay penalizepen lize thosethose-

students1, students ', who are academicallyacademically-
talented

academically-
talentedtalented .

, This is the conclusion reachedreached-
by

reached-
byby., a study of the '\ 'AchievementAchievement'AchievementiJ\chievementlJchievementl i,

ProfilesProfiler of Native Ninth Graders-GradersGraders-
a

Graders-
r

Graders-
a

--
a , study which describes the rere-rere-

mlts
re-

sults1of.testa
-*-

., suitsmltssults1of.testasults1oftesta'ofof' ftests.teststests., '' given to 68 studentsstudents-
inin the Boarding Home Program . .,

,"

' Native students from
,

ruralrural-
areas

rural-
areasareas 'inin' Alaska arrive initlin FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-
banks , asisas in many other AlaskanAlaska-

ni

Alaskan-
communities'eachcommunitiesommunities'eachommunitieseachcommunities'eachcommunitieseach,

'
each fall 'toto' attendattend-

highBoardingHomehigh school through
.

the Boarding
Home Program .

Often , these studentstudents$ arrivearrivarrive-
withoutwithout recordsre ords from their forfor-for-
mer

for-
mer

¬-
mer , schools-recordsschoolsrecords- whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould give school personnel

,
somesome-

basis
some-

basisbasis on which to place thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren in classes .

Experience has shown schoolschool-
personnel

school-
personnelpersonnel that students fromfrom-
these

from-
thesethese ruralruralareasareas usuallyusuallyneed.needneed.need-
supplementary

--
need

n-
eed_-.needneed-

supplementarysupplementary instruction . So ,

these Native students are placedplaced-
inin lower' achievementachievem nt classes .

What this may do , says Dr .

Judith11ldith, Kleinfeld of the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-
sity of Alaska Institute of Social ,

Economic and Government ReRe-ReRe-

search
Re-

search
¬-

search , is penalize those studentsstudents-
who

students-
whowhowhoareare academically talented ,

Dr . Kleinfeld is engaged inin-

a
in-

aa studystudy.ofstudyof.ofof. students in the BoardBoard-Board-
ing

Board-
ing

¬-
ing Home Program and has adad-adad-

ministered
ad-

ministered
¬-

ministered achievement tests toto-

ninth
to-

ninthninth graders in Fairbanks forfor-
a

for-
aa fall orientation9r entation program priorprior-
to

prior-
toto starting school in Fairbanks ,

Big Delta and Nenana . TheThe-
students

The-
studentsstudents camecarne primarily from thethe-

smaller
the-

smallersmaller villagesvi1lages in the Interior .

"RuralRural" Native students appearappear-
to

appear-
toto vary widely in their achieveachieve-achieve-
ment

achieve-
ment

¬-
ment levels , andandmanymany are capablecapable-
ofofofmoremore advanced academicacademic-
work

academic-
workwork ,,"" writes Dr . Kleinfeld inin-

her
in-

herher study of the achievementsachievements-
ofof these students in abstractabstract-
reasoning

abstract-
reasoningreasoning , numerical abilitybility ,

verbalverbalabilitiesabilities and languagelanguage-
usage

language-
usageusage .

'TheThe"The'"' current general place-placeplace-
ment

place-
'ment

place-
ment

-
ment'ment' practice is especially likelylikely-
toto retard the academic progressprogress-
of

progress-
ofof the group of rural NativeNative-
student

Native-
studentstudent that the schools shouldshould-
carefully

should-
carefullycarefully nurture-tfce-nurturetfcenurture-the-thenurturetfceacademicnurturetheacademicnurture-4nurture4--- e-academic-eacademiceacademic-
ally

-- academic ¬-
ally talented ."

Achievement tests given toto-

childreJ
to-

childrenchildrenchildreJ) who are "culturallyculturally" difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-
ferent " from the students onon-

whom
on-

whomwhom the normsnonns are based cancan-

be
can-

bebebeaa dangerousdangerou$ measure of inin-inin-

tel1igen
in-

telligence
¬-

telligencetel1igen aridan'dand' competence .

However , says Dr . Kleinfeld ,

it can be "farfar" more serious notnot-

to
not-

toto test and to assume that ruralrural-
Native

rural-
NativeNative students fall into thethe-

lowest
the-

lowestlowest category ..''".'Students from the BoardingBoarding-
Home

Boarding-
HomeHome Program were given aa-

set
a-

setset of tourfour achievement teststests-
called

tests-
calledcalled , thethe Academic PromisePromise-
Test

Promise-
TestTest .

- . - One of the four tests is relarela-rela-
tively

rela-
tively

¬-
tively "culture-fair"cultureculturefair" - "''.*, one restsrests-
heavily

rests-
heavilyheavily on a familiarity withwith-
Western

with-
WesternWestern culture and the EnglishEnglish-
language

English-
languagelanguage .

The other two tests measuremeasure-
levels

measure-
levelslevels of present achievementachievement-
inin arithmetic and English usage-usageusage-
useful

usage-
useful

usage-
useful

-
useful for determiningdetennining

'
at whatwhat-

point
what-

pointpoint further EnglishET1fHsh, and aritharith-arith-
metic

arith-
metic

¬-

metic instructionpstruction shouldoutd begin .

On a test ofofabstractabstract reasonreason-reason-
ing

reason-
ing

¬-
ing, the 68 Native students frorrifromfrom-
rural

from-
ruralrural areas who took the testtest-
scored

test-
scoredscored about as'as' high in abstractabstract-
reasoning

abstract-
reasoningreasoning skills as the nationalnational-
studen

national-
studentstudentstudent average .

"AA" number of students appearappear-
to

appear-
toto be highly gifted in abstractabstract-
reasoning

abstract-
reasoningreasoning abilitybiHty ; seven of the
68 students scored at the 90th90th-
percentile

90th-
percentilepercentile andandaboveabove ..""

TheseTh se high scores cast doubts ,
according to Dr . KleinfeldKleinfeldononon-

"certain
on-

"certain"certaincertain" ' unfortunate stereotypesstereotypes-
about

stereotypes-
aboutabout Native students *' abilityability-
toto abstract .
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" f,'" "TheThe'The"''" abstraction-difficultyabstractiondifficultyabstraction"difficulty.tabstractiondifficulty.tabstractiondifficultytabstractiondifficulty'tabstraction-abstraction -" difficulty'tdifficultyt. .' 'r '"I,Iwhichpwhich* which teachers refer may bebe-

based
be-

basedbased not on ability to abstract ,

but rather on cultural differencesdifferences-
inin beliefs aboutabout the things itit-

is
it-

isis proper to generalize aboutabouabou-
and

,

En1glishand a limited knowledge of En-EnEn-

glish
En1EnjEnj-

glish
-|

glish vocabulary relating to ab-jabjabiab-.
. stract conceptsconce.pts. ."" -. '

,
If' j)J-

These

'

;: These students ,. as do manymany\manymanylmany-
other

manyl-
other

!\

'-

other
o- ther'. other Natives ,;, show great skill !\:

in , reasoningreasoningwithwith diagrammatic t![t-

figuresafigures-afiguresa-- fact which may bebe-

helpful

':

planninglessorisplanninglessonshelpful to
,
:' teachersteac ers in planningplanningi

i
,
!

lessonslessoris . Test results show stu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
stu-

dents
-

,

dents ', might benefit fromf.rom. in-inin-

struction
in-

struction
in-

struction
- ''

struction centeredcentereduponupon graphs ,
', charts , pictures andarid other visualvisua-

lpresentations
visua-

lpresentationspresentations . -.,

What is the danger in placingplacing-
these

placing-
thesethese students together-intogetherin- classesclasses-
where

classes-
wherewhere , teachers can aid thosethose-
students

those-
studentsstudents with "problemsproblems'problems"' in EnEn-EnEn-

glish
En-

glish
¬-

glish , riiathmathrhath or areas in whichwhich-
their

which-
theirtheir culturald 1tural background may

'makemakemay'makemaymake' them weak ? Some stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

problemsdents don'tdont' havehavethese-thesethese'these-' ' probprob--¬-
lems and will be held backb ck .

"InIn" many cases these studentsstudents-
areare too shy to aggresively dem-demdem-
onstrate

dem-
onstrate

dem-
onstrate

-
., onstrate their competence , andand-

the
and-

thethe placement error may notnot-
be

not-
bebe discovered ," writes Dr . KleinKlein-Klein-
feld

Klein-
feld

¬-

feld . "MoreoverMoreover" , the teacher'steachersteacher's-
mistakenly

teacher's-
mistakenly

'
mistakenly low expectationsexpectations-
aboUt

expectations-
aboutabout the student'sstudents'' ability may
depressmaydepresshis level ofperformanceperfonnance ."

A teacher'steachers' expectation cancan-

be
can-

bebe an important contributor toto-

a
to-

aa student'sstudents' level of performanceperfonnance .

If a teacher believes a studentstudent-
has

student-
hashas low ability he will not expectexpeotexpeot-
achievementand

expect-
achievementand

:
achievement-andachievementand- will not getget-

it
get-

itit .

,
!

,

''

.1Teachers1.1Teachers1.111', .11. ' Teachers who basebateb Se their exex-exex-

pectations
ex-

pectations
¬-

pectations of a student on their '
'

Stereotypes of rural Native stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents may not be encouragingencouraging-
individual

encouraging-
individualindividual students to do theirtheir-
best'. best work .

BoardingBoardingBoardingHomeHome - studentsstudents'-
show

students'-
show'showshow' wide variabilityvajiabilitytvajiabilitytin, !, in

.-
their

t-
heir., theirtheir-

achievements
their-

achievementsachievements . A student whowho-
is

who-
isis '' strong in math maymay havehave-
diftJculty

have-
difficultydifficultydiftJculty in English-thusEnglishthus- 'de-'dede'de-

pressing

.'

de¬.-
pressing his math scores due toto-

difficulties
to-

difficultiesdifficulties inn understanding thethe-
problemsproblems ,. '.

;
,

'

The ISEGR research note ,

Achievement"Achievement*" Profiles of NativeNative-

iNinth
Native-

Ninth:iNinth: Ninth Graders is the first pub-pubpub-

fished
pubI-

ished
pub-

lished
--

fished\
Iishedlished result of a study., begunbegun-
.last

begun-
last.lastlast,
.last yearyear of the Boarding HomeHome-
Program

Home-
ProgramProgram . The'setThesetTheiset'' ofofachievementachievementachievement-
'tests

'

' '-

on
o-n'-

on
o-n'-

on
o-n''teststests which this paper waswas-

based
was-

basedbased was administered at thethe-
requestrequestequestrequest of the Fairbanks NativeNative-
Association

Native-
AssociationAssociationAssociation . Students testedtested-
included

tested-
includedincluded Eskimos , Athabascans ,

-

oneone Aleut and severaleveral$ childrenchildren-
of

children-
ofof mixed blood .

Most of the studentsstudents camecame-
from

came-
fromfrom homes where English waswas-

not
was-

notnot the primary language . TheyThey-
all

They-
allall attendedattendedaa summer oreinta-oreintaoreinta-
tion

oreinta-
tion

oreinta-
tion

-

tion program for students enterenter-enter-
ing

enter-
ing

¬-

ing the Boarding Home Program ..

Many of the students areare-

perfonning
are-

performingperformingperfonning at averageaV rage levels oror-

well
or-

wellwell above average levels andand-

have
and-

havehave no need for preparatorypreparatory-
work

preparatory-
workwork . Placing these rural stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents as a group may seriouslyseriously-
damage

seriously-
damagedamage their ability to gain thethe-

most
the-

mostmost from their experience inin-

high
in-

high, high school..


