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Names Ryan CommissionerCommissione1r
JUNEAU-MrsJUNEAUMrs- . Irene Ryan ,engineerjan Anchorage consulconsuJtingconsultingting engineerengineer-

and
engineer-

andIj and geologist , was named byby-

Governor; Governor William A . Egan asas-
iif\ Commissioner of the DepartmentDepartment-
ofDevelopment

Department-
of\ofDevelopmentofDevelopment\,i of Development last week..

;: For Mrs . Ryan , the appointappoint-appoint-
E'lent

appoint-
Jnent

¬-
mentE'lentElentJnent' was anotherother in a list ofpfpf-

fIrsts
of-

firstsfirsts . She was the firstfJfst womanwoman-

to
woman-

toto graduate from the New MexicoMexico-

School
Mexico-

SchoolSchool of Mines (now the NewNew-

Mexico
New-

MexicoMexico Institute of Mining andand-

"TechnoJogyin
and-

"TechnologyinTechnology-inTechnologyin"TechnoJogy-in"TechnoJogyTechnoJogy"Technology-in"Technology")-" ))-- 19401940withwithwithalwithaiaialal-

bacheJor
ai-

bachelorbachelorbacheJor otof science degree inin-

geological
in-

geologicalgeological engineeringtgineeringc-igineeringcigineering:.,- with aa-

mining
a-

miningmining option .
. Now , she becomes the firstffirst-

woman
tt-

woman' woman tpto fill a commissioner'scommissionerscommissioner's-
post

commissioner's-
post

'
post in Alaska governmentgovernrnent .

"I'mIm"" '' walking this high offoff-
the

off-

thethe ground , " shesh said last week ,

wavingWqving her hand in a waist-highwaisthighwaisthigh-
gesture

waisthigh-
gesture

---
gesture . "It'sIts" ' a great honor

for a woman to be entrustedentrusted-
with

entrusted-
with

'

with such aahigh.highhigh.
, post '."

Might not women'swomenswarren'swarrens' libli , somesome-some-
one

some-
one

¬-
one jokingly cautioned , taketakee herher-
statement

her-
statementstatement as excessively humblehumble-
to

humblehumble-

toto the cause ?
"I'veIveurve" ' been breaking barriersbarriers-

for
barriers-

forfor quitbquitequit a few years ," she rere-rere-

plied
re-

plied
¬-

plied . "JustJust" not in the way it'sitsit's-
being

it's-
being

'
being done today ."" _

MrsMIS . Ryan , a formerfonner territorialterritorial-
and

territorial-
andand state legislator , had operatedoperated-
anan Anchorage consulting serviceservice-
in

service-
inin civil , mining , and petroleumpetroleum-
engineering

petroleum-
engineeringengineering since 1947 .

She ended her present concon-con-

suIting
con-

suiting
¬- '

sultingsuIting association-withassociationwithassocation-withationwith- Lyonbyonbyon-
Associates

Lyon-
AssociatesAssociates , Inc . , of BaltimoreBaltimore-
and

Baltimore-
andand Anchorage-uponAnchorageupon-- acceptingaccepting-
the

accepting-
thethe state commission post..

The new commissioner saidsaid-
she

said-
sheshe wanted to review the workwork-work-
ings

work-
ings

¬-

ings of the Department of EcoEco-Eco-
nomic

Eco-
nomic

-¬

nomic Development "aa" littlelittle-
more

little-
moremore before I would sayIy$< whatwhat-
it

what-
itit should accomplish . "

She said a "boomerboomer" approach "
to development "obviouslyobviously" isis-

not
is-

notnot the one that should bebe-

taken
be-

takentaken . But on the other hand ,

people have to live and eateat-
and

eat-
andand economicecon JJ c development isis-

the
is-

thethe only way to provide jobsjobs-
to

jobs-
toto accomplish that . Sometimes ,

people overlook this . "
Mrs ., Ryan said it is of toptop-

importance
top-

importanceimportance "toto"" diversify ourour-
economy

our-
economyeconomy as much as possiblepossible-
soso that the play of market forcesforces-
on

forces-
onon anyanyoneone sector of the econecon-econ-
omy

econ-
omy

¬-
omy doesn'tdoesnt' damage our overalloverall-
economy

overall-
economyeconomy .

"SeattleSeattle"'< is an example ofof-
what

of-
whatwhat can happen from beingbeing-
too

being-
tootoo dependent on one industry .

"NextNext"" , it is important thatthat-

our
that-

ourour industry be diversifieddiversif1eddiversif1edasdiversifiedasasas-

m
as-

muchmuchm ch as possible by area ,
throughout the state so we won'twontwon't-
have

won't-
have

'
have rich areas on one end of thethe-

scale
the-

scalescale and very poor areas on thethe-

other
the-

otherother .."


